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NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 
Last year saw a revitalization of the Neighborhood Watch Program in Onalaska with two neighborhoods, Franklin St. Oak Park Addition and Birka Lane organizing neighborhood watches.  Though the Onalaska Police Department views that as a victory they are very interested in expanding the program.  Leah Myers, Onalaska’s new D.A.R.E. Officer is seeking more neighborhoods interested in organizing.
“Last year Onalaska had its first National Night Out which is a take back the streets from crime initiative,” said Officer Myers, “A component of the National Night Out Program is Project 365, which is a whole year focus on crime prevention through neighborhood involvement.  A successful Neighborhood Watch Program is very much a part of that.”
Streets where neighbors know each other are just inherently safer according to the Onalaska Police Chief Jeffrey Trotnic.
“I am a huge proponent of citizens partnering with law enforcement to keep the community safe,” said Trotnic, “the Neighborhood Watch Program is an excellent way for citizens to make a great community like Onalaska even better.  The success of National Night Out in 2010 proves that the citizens of this community are very invested in making Onalaska a better place to live.  Starting a Neighborhood Watch Program is an excellent start. So many crimes are prevented when criminals know that neighbors are aware and watching.  Neighbors taking care of each other is at the heart of what makes a community.”

Any citizens interested in getting more information about the Neighborhood Watch Program are encouraged to call the Officer Leah Myers of the Onalaska Police Department at (608)392-0280.
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