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ONALASKA 2nd DROP OFF FOR PRESCRIPTIONS

On April 30th between the hours of 9-12 the Onalaska Police Department will be partnering with Compass Prevention Network of La Crosse County, the La Crosse County Household Hazardous Materials Program, Viterbo, La Crosse Police Department and the Drug Enforcement Agency to help citizens dispose of unwanted and expired prescriptions and over-the-counter medicines. This is the second Drug Drop Off Day that is being held at the Onalaska Police Department.  The first prescription drop off was in November 2010 and over 600 pounds of prescription and over the counter medications were turned in for disposal at three different locations. 

“The first event in November was a huge success,” said Jasson Jobe of the Onalaska Police Department, “with prescription drug abuse such a huge and growing problem we view this as a step in the right direction.  These drop off days are a proactive method of dealing with prescription drug abuse in our community.” 

Angie Weigel Project Coordinator for the Compass Prevention Network is a member of the coalition that along with the Onalaska Police Department is dealing with the growing problem of prescription drug abuse.

 “A 2009 National Survey on Drug Use and Health showed that of first time drug users in 2009 nearly one-third began by abusing a prescription drug. That is appalling. What is even worse is that it is preventable.  The same study showed that over 70% of people abusing prescription pain relievers got them from friends or relatives.  These drug drop offs can go a long way towards keeping prescription drugs from being readily accessible to people who may abuse them.” Said Mrs Wigel.

For the Onalaska Police Department this drug drop off is also a part of Project 365.

“Project 365 goes hand in hand with National Night Out,” said Officer Jobe, “simply put it is a multifaceted method of crime prevention throughout the year.  Programs like D.A.R.E. and G.R.E.A.T., the Neighborhood Watch Program and the Drug Drop Off are all aspects of Project 365.”

The medication drop off is scheduled at two locations. 929 Jackson St (Viterbo Fine Arts Parking Lot) in La Crosse and 415 Main St in Onalaska (the Onalaska Police Department.

Additional information about medication disposal is available at www.co.la-crosse.wi.us/solidwaste/HHM/ or by calling Officer Jobe at 781-9550.
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