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ONALASKA POLICE DEPARTMENT RECEIVES THEIR 2nd COMPREHENSIVE ALCOHOL RISK REDUCTION GRANT 

This will be the second year that the Onalaska Police Department has received a Comprehensive Alcohol Risk Reduction (C.A.R.D.) grant from the Wisconsin Department of Transportation. C.A.R.D. grants provide funding for law enforcement agencies to implement programs designed to curtail underage drinking.  Compliancy checks, Cops in Shops and Party Patrols are all initiatives that are funded by C.A.R.D. grants. This year the grant was for $5,000.

“We have had an ongoing program of compliancy checks for over a year now,” said Jeffrey Trotnic, Onalaska Police Chief, “it has allowed our officers to work in partnership with local merchants keeping alcohol out of kids’ hands.  This grant will allow us to do even more.” 

As part of the 2010 C.A.R.D. grant the Onalaska Police Department offered free training to local merchants designed to assist servers and sellers of alcohol identify fake and altered identification.  The training also addressed the possible penalties for selling to the underage. At last check, Onalaska establishments could boast a 95% compliance rate meaning that 95% of establishments checked did not sell alcohol to the underage volunteer. 

“We had our first “Cops in Shops” patrol this weekend,” said Officer Jasson Jobe, one of Onalaska’s Alcohol Compliance officers, “Myself and another officer confiscated over 180 cans of beer, 5.5 liters of alcohol as well as marijuana and drug paraphernalia, an illegal knife and two fake identification cards.  The alcohol and some of the marijuana was taken from underage people, and that is the goal of our C.A.R.D. Grant, to keep alcohol out of their hands. Our Chief is very invested in any program that helps the youth of our community.  Keeping these kids from becoming another statistic is the best definition of help.”

Onalaska officers issued 18 citations on this first deployment and more grant activity is planned for later this month. The C.A.R.D. will run through the end of September 2011.
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