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ONALASKA OFFICERS HONORED BY WISCONSIN PROFESSIONAL POLICE ASSOCIATION (WPPA)
In a ceremony at the Kalahari Hotel in the Wisconsin Dells on May 22, 2011 two Onalaska Officers and a La Crosse County Deputy were recognized by the WPPA for their actions during a West Salem stabbing incident on March 29, 2010.  Onalaska Officer Jim Page and La Crosse County Deputy Dan Baudek received the Medal of Valor and Onalaska Officer Lisa Gerbig received the Meritorious Award.

On March 29th 2010, Onalaska Officers were summoned to the Marchbanks’ residence on Hidden River Road in West Salem with reports of a domestic disturbance involving a stabbing. When officers arrived there was smoke issuing from the garage. Knowing that the two Marchbanks daughters were in the burning house Onalaska Officer Jim Page and La Crosse County Deputy Dan Baudek immediately entered the residence.  They quickly located the two girls who had barricaded themselves in their bedroom.  Page and Baudek got the girls safely out of the house and left them in the care of Onalaska Officer Lisa Gerbig who was providing perimeter security at the scene. 
Page and Baudek were then confronted by 45-year-old Keith Marchbanks wielding a 15 inch butcher knife.  Marchbanks, the suspect in the earlier stabbing of his wife Stefanie Marchbanks, moved quickly toward the officers with the knife. After repeated warnings to drop the knife, Officer Page was forced to shoot Marchbanks. 
“I am very proud to serve with these officers,” said Onalaska Police Chief Jeffrey Trotnic, “Jim Page was called upon to make a decision that we all dread having to make.  He acted quickly and stopped a situation that was out of control saving his fellow officers from possible grievous injury. He and Deputy Baudek averted a tragedy by getting those girls to safety.
Officer Lisa Gerbig’s assistance was vital in this very tense situation.  She saw to the safety of the girls, keeping them calm and away from harm.”

Officers Page is a fifteen year veteran of the Onalaska Police Department and Officer Lisa Gerbig has been serving with the Department for ten years.
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