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ONALASKA POLICE CASH DROP FOR LA CROSSE/JOPLIN AREAS A SUCCESS!
Volunteers from the Onalaska Police Department partnered with the Red Cross today to raise funds for the disaster victims of the tornados that struck La Crosse and Joplin, MO earlier this week.  Onalaska Officers stood with Red Cross personnel, most of the time in a cold rain, in front of City Hall from 7am to 7pm today holding donation buckets and signs.  The results; a little over $15,000 was raised to aid the disaster victims.
Chief Trotnic, who came to Onalaska from Joplin and has family and friends in both Joplin and La Crosse who were affected by the recent tornados stood with his officers and helped with the collection.

“It was very gratifying seeing the steady stream of vehicles slowing on Main Street to contribute,” said Onalaska Police Chief Jeffrey Trotnic, “the citizens of Onalaska and La Crosse demonstrated a generosity of spirit that other communities would do well to emulate. Knowing that Joplin is my home town, people stopping to contribute had kind words of support and comfort.  This more than validated my decision to move my family here. I would like to extend my thanks to all the good people that gave.”

The fund drive to aid the disaster victims was proposed by Onalaska K-9 Officer Dan McCluskey.

“This is one of the great things about this area,” said Officer McCluskey, “people helping each other whether they are neighbors or in another town or state.  I’m originally from New York and when the Towers fell people from around the nation rallied to help.  This was an excellent way to pay it forward. It clearly showed the good will and generosity of the people of this area, people who were willing to not only help their neighbors, but to extend a hand to a city in another state. Its times like these that the true character of people shines through.”
Contributions were received from private citizens and area businesses.

“People just kept driving up and handing us cash and checks,” said McCluskey, “Lindy’s Subs sent a driver over with hot soup and bread for the volunteers they just drove up and handed it to us. Rain or not it was an excellent day to be out there.”

According to the Onalaska officers the contributors came in all shapes and sizes. From the two people who drove up and handed over checks for $1000.00 to children like little Gavin Trannel who at six years old contributed all of his chore money to the relief effort and Aubrey who collected money from her school mates and friends to help La Crosse and Joplin.
All money collected will be turned over to the Red Cross to help those affected by the tornados in La Crosse and Joplin.
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