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SUSPECT IN RECENT ONALASKA GRAFFITI SPREE ARRESTED

Over the past few weeks Onalaska has seen an increase in graffiti.  Tags have been appearing under overpasses, on street signs and on the sides of buildings. Quick thinking on the part of an Onalaska Police Officer has put a stop to the recent graffiti spree.

Making his rounds on third shift Officer Shawn Colgan of the Onalaska Police Department spotted something out of place.  A vehicle parked in the parking lot of the Onalaska Tourism Center at midnight.  As Officer Colgan pulled into the parking lot the vehicle started backing out.  Seeing a large area of graffiti on the building, Officer Colgan stopped the car.  In the car was 19 year old Bryant Koscianski of Onalaska with a can of spray paint clearly visible on the front passenger seat.  Koscianski admitted that he had done the graffiti on the building, he also admitted tagging other places in the area.  Koscianski was arrested and Mirandized.  Upon searching his vehicle 10 cans of spray paint were discovered along with a pill bottle and pipe containing marijuana.

“That’s what good police work is about,” said Jeffrey Trotnic, Onalaska Police Chief, “spotting something out of place.  Officer Colgan’s quick thinking stopped this individual from damaging more property. It also sends a message that Onalaska will not tolerate tagging.  This is a beautiful City and the citizens and business owners work hard to keep it that way. Graffiti is a criminal act and will be treated as such.”
Several “tags” have been identified as Koscianski’s work “SNO”, “NRC” and “EPEK”.  This information has been forwarded to La Crosse, La Crosse County, West Salem, Holmen and Campbell due to possible damage to property (graffiti) that may have occurred in these jurisdictions. Koscianski has been charged with possession of marijuana and possession of paraphernalia, other charges may be pending.  He is currently free on bond. 
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