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BUILDING PERMIT DATA: Year End 2017 

 

01/18/2018 Update 
 

 

Total Number of Building Permits: Year End 2017 

Compared to data from the previous years, the total 

number of residential building permits issued in 2017 

(222 permits) is less than the five-year average. 

However, as outlined later in this document, permits 

are being issued for larger, higher valued projects.  

The number of commercial permits issued in 2017 

just missed the five-year average with 83 permits.  

With recent trends of construction, we anticipate 

continued commercial development and permit 

issuance in 2018.  
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Total Investment as Reported by Building Permit Applications  

Compared to the five-year average for 

total investment (at $37.4 million), in 

2017 total investment ($33.2 million) is 

under average – but increased from 2016 

in commercial building permits. 

Total investments is less than the five-

year average for both residential and 

commercial, however the pace of total 

investments is being led by commercial 

investments ($22.3 million).  
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Residential Building Permits: Single-and Two-Family Construction 
 

 The five-year average for the number of building permits issued for single-family homes, 

duplexes, and single family attached units is 43 permits issued, with an average value of $11.7 

million. Note the five-year average extends from 2013 – 2017. 
 

 In 2017, the Inspection Department issued 23 permits for single-family homes, duplexes, and 

single family attached units with a total approximate value of $8.7 million dollars.  
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Residential Building Permits: Multi-Unit Construction 

 In 2017, like 2016, there were no new multi-family apartments buildings constructed; 

however, a large expansion of an existing multi-family apartment (3-story and 33 dwelling 

units) did occur at the Sand Lake Road Luxury Apartments. 

 Also to note, the Final Implementation Plan for a Planned Unit Development (PUD) on 

Abbey Road was approved by the Common Council which includes six (6) multi-family 

apartment buildings, expected to total 328 dwelling units.  The first apartment building (3-

story and 24-dwelling units) is scheduled for construction in spring 2018. 
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Commercial Building Permits 

 For commercial construction, the total investment in 2017 is $22.2 million, which falls just 

below the five-year average of $23 million (2013-2017).   

 In 2017, 6 permits have been issued for new commercial structures, exceeding construction from 

2016.  Major additions and remodeling activities account for over 60% of the total construction 

value in 2017, illustrating that commercial entities are investing in their current infrastructure.  
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2017 Commercial Projects 
 

Prior to the issuance of a commercial building permit, site plan review is required for new 

commercial development.  Below is a list of larger commercial projects. 

 In 2017, Site Plan Reviews completed include: 

1) Misty’s International Dance Studio (Mixed Use Structure), 923 12
th

 Avenue South: 

21,187 SF New Building ($3.2 million value). 

2) Sand Lake Road Luxury Apartments – Phase 2: 51,552 SF Building Addition            

(33 dwelling units) ($2.99 million value). 

3) First Evangelical Free Church, 123 Mason Street, 20,132 SF Building Addition       

($2.7 million value). 

4) ALDI’s, 3133 Market Place: 3,283 SF Building Addition ($1.4 million value). 

5) David Reay’s, 214 Main Street: 4,542 SF New Building ($1.1 million value). 

6) Professional Office Building (Gavin), 1613 Main Street: 15,400 SF New Building     

($1.1 million value). 

7) Coulee Region Cremation, 131 Mason Street: 7,300 SF Building Addition       

($325,000 value) and Parking Lot Expansion. 

8) Dash Park, 206 Main Street. 

9) Sand Lake Road Luxury Apartments Addition (Mixed Use Structure) by Traditional 

Trades – Phase 3: 1631 Sand Lake Road: Building Addition – 29 dwelling units and 

4,700 SF retail space. 
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10) Kwik Trip, 1276 Crossing Meadow Drive: 104 SF Building Addition. 

11) Downtown City Parking Lot, 209 Irvin Street. 

12) Schneider Heating – Parking Lot expansion. 

 

 Other Building Permits which have been issued for larger commercial projects, which have had 

Site Plan Review prior to 2017 include:  

1) Menards, 1301 Sand Lake Road: 10,240 SF Warehouse Addition and Loading Dock 

($1.1 million value). 

2) MOKA Coffee Shop, 9348 State Road 16: 400 SF New Building ($218,000 value). 

3) La Crosse Sign Company, 1450 Oak Forest Dive: 6,000 SF Building Addition 

($200,000 value). 

 

 Other larger commercial projects in 2017 which applied for a Building Permit, but did not 

require Site Plan Review include: 

1) Mayo Clinic Health System, 191 Theater Road: 14,099 SF Interior Remodel                        

($2 million value). 

2) Gander Outdoors, 1200 Crossing Meadow Drive: Interior Renovations/Updates, and 

Roofing ($1.1 million value). 

3) Crossroads Center, 9348 State Road 16: Interior Alterations / Remodel ($911,000 value). 

4) Gundersen Health System, 3111 Gundersen Drive: Solar Photovoltaic System            

($700,000 value). 

5) US Fish & Wildlife, 555 Lester Avenue: 4,450 SF Interior Renovations ($640,000 value). 

6) Onalaska School District, 237 2
nd

 Avenue South: 683 SF Interior Remodel             

($367,000 value). 

7) Altra Federal Credit Union, 1821 East Main Street: 3,470 SF Interior Remodel           

($320,000 value). 

8) St. Patrick’s Parish, 127 11
th

 Avenue North: 400 SF Interior Remodel ($100,000 value). 

 

 
Note: Values are as reported on Building Permit applications. 

Report compiled by: Katie Aspenson, AICP, Planner | Zoning Inspector 

Data compiled by: Cindy Genz, Office Clerical Support, Inspection Department 
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