
City of Onalaska Meeting Notice 
 

COMMITTEE/BOARD: Plan Commission   
 

DATE OF MEETING: October 22, 2019 (Tuesday) 
 

PLACE OF MEETING: City Hall – 415 Main Street  (Common Council Chambers) 
 

 TIME OF MEETING: 7:00 P.M.  
 

PURPOSE OF MEETING  
 
1. Call to Order and roll call 
 
2. Approval of minutes from previous meeting 
 
3. Public input:  (limited to 3 minutes / individual) 
 

Consideration And Possible Action On The Following Items: 
 

4. Review and Recommendation for a Concept Plan to Reconfigure Lots at First Free Church, 123 Mason 
Street, Onalaska, WI  54650 

 
5. Adjournment    
 
 
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that members of the Common Council of the City of Onalaska who do not serve on the Commission may attend this 
meeting to gather information about a subject over which they have decision making responsibility. 
 

Therefore, further notice is hereby given that the above meeting may constitute a meeting of the Common Council and is hereby noticed as such, even though 
it is not contemplated that the Common Council will take any formal action at this meeting. 

 
 

NOTICES MAILED TO: 
 

   *Mayor Joe Chilsen– Chair  *Jan Brock                    *Knute Temte    
   *Ald. Tom Smith    *Vacant                        *Craig Breitsprecher  
     Ald. Jim Olson     *Parks & Rec Chair  - Steven Nott  
    Ald. Dan Stevens  **Alternate – Vice Chair Parks & Rec- Andrea Benco 
    Ald. Diane Wulf    
    Ald. Boondi Iyer    
    Ald. Kim Smith    
* Jarrod Holter, City Engineer  **Kevin Schubert    
 City Attorney              City Administrator    
 La Crosse Tribune        Dept. Heads.     
 Coulee Courier        Onalaska Omni Center 
 WKTY  WLXR   WKBT WXOW WLAX   Onalaska Public Library 

*Committee Members                                                                                   * * Alternate Member – for City Engineer 
 
 

Date Notices Mailed and Posted: 10-16-19 
 
 

 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the City of Onalaska will provide reasonable 
accommodations to qualified individuals with a disability to ensure equal access to public meetings provided 
notification is given to the City Clerk within seventy-two (72) hours prior to the public meeting and that the 
requested accommodation does not create an undue hardship for the City.  
 



CITY OF ONALASKA 
 

STAFF REPORT 
   Plan Commission – October 22, 2019 
  
 
Agenda Item: Review and Recommendation for a Concept Plan to Reconfigure Lots at First 

Free Church, 123 Mason Street, Onalaska, WI  54650  
 
Background:  First Free Church is looking to receive feedback from the Plan Commission to 

reconfigure the existing lot boundaries into a 4 lot parcel reconfiguration.  They 
are doing this for financial and organizational purposes. 

 
Property Owner: First Evangelical Free Church of La Crosse WI 
 
Parcel Number: 18-2096-32 
 
Site Location: 123 Mason Street, Onalaska, WI  54650 
 
Existing Zoning:  Single Family Residential (R-1) 
 
 
Action Requested: Review and give feedback to owner at the meeting regarding the reconfiguration 

plan.  

Agenda Item: 
 

# 4 
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CITY OF ONALASKA 
CITY ATTORNEY 
Phone: (608) 781-9530 x 235 
FAX: (608) 781-9504 

Date: October 17, 2019 

415 Main Street 

Onalaska, WI 54650-2953 
www.cityofonalaska .com 

To: Eric Rindfleisch, City Administrator and Onalaska Plan Commission 

From: Amanda Jackson, City Attorney 

Re: First Free Concept Plan 

I was asked to provide an outline of the statutory provisions related to First Free's request to 
subdivide their parcels. Under WI Stat. §70.11 Property described under that section is exempt 
from general property tax provided it is being used for such exempt purposes or if its use changes, 
provided that it files with the assessor of the taxation district on or before March l 5

t a form as 
prescribed by the Department of Revenue. The specific exemption that applies here is under 
§70.11(4) Educational, Religious and Benevolent Institutions; Women's Clubs; Historical Societies; 
Fraternities; Libraries. Under §70.11(4) property owned and used exclusively by churches or 
religious associations including property owned and used for housing pastors and members of 
religious orders and communities, but not exceeding 10 acres of land shall be exempt. Any property 
owned above the 10 acre threshold would be taxable. 

First Free is currently requesting to subdivide their parcels and transfer one parcel to a different 
ownership that meets the criteria under §70.11 which would remove roughly 8 acres from the 
City's general property tax roll. Regardless of the proposed concept plan, First Free is slated to be 
rezoned to Pl-Public and Semi-Public in 2020 as part of the City's Zoning Map update, which would 
result in a reduction on their tax assessment for the taxable portion due to the change from 
Residential to Public zoning. 
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