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The meeting of the Administrative & Judiciary Committee of the City of Onalaska was called to 1 
order at 6:02 p.m. on Wednesday, January 2, 2019.  It was noted that the meeting had been 2 
announced and posted at City Hall. 3 
 4 
Roll call was taken with the following members present:  Ald. Jim Binash, Ald. Diane Wulf, 5 
Ald. Ron Gjertsen 6 
 7 
Also Present:  City Clerk Cari Burmaster, Planning Manager Katie Aspenson 8 
 9 
Item 2 – Approval of minutes from the previous meeting(s) 10 
 11 
Motion by Ald. Gjertsen, second by Ald. Binash, to approve the minutes from the previous 12 
meeting as printed and on file in the City Clerk’s Office. 13 
 14 
On voice vote, motion carried.    15 
 16 
Item 3 – Public Input (limited to 3 minutes/individual) 17 
 18 
Ald. Binash called three times for anyone wishing to provide public input and closed that portion 19 
of the meeting. 20 
 21 

Consideration and possible action on the following items: 22 
 23 
Administrative  24 
 25 
Item 4 – Approval of Operator’s Licenses as listed on report dated January 2, 2019 26 
 27 
Cari noted she had distributed a new listing this evening and said each applicant had undergone a 28 
background check by the Police Department. 29 
 30 
Motion by Ald. Wulf, second by Ald. Gjertsen, to approve Operator’s Licenses as listed on 31 
report dated January 2, 2019. 32 
 33 
On voice vote, motion carried. 34 
 35 
Item 5 – Approval of 2018-2019 Combination Class “B” Beer and Liquor License for 36 
Wharf Lounge, LLC, d/b/a WHARF LOUNGE, 103 10th Avenue So. Starting on January 9, 37 
2019 38 
 39 
Motion by Ald. Binash, second by Ald. Gjertsen, to approve 2018-2019 Combination Class “B” 40 
Beer and Liquor License for Wharf Lounge, LLC, d/b/a WHARF LOUNGE, 103 10th Avenue 41 
So. Starting on January 9, 2019. 42 
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 43 
Cari told committee members this is a transfer of ownership, noting The Wharf has been doing 44 
business for several years in the same location.  Cari said the owner intends to conduct the same 45 
type of business. 46 
 47 
Ald. Binash said it is his understanding the name of the establishment will remain the same. 48 
 49 
Cari said yes. 50 
 51 
Ald. Binash asked if the liquor license transfers over. 52 
 53 
Cari said yes. 54 
 55 
On voice vote, motion carried. 56 
 57 
Item 6 – Approval of 2018-2019 Class “B” Beer only License for Wharf Lounge Real 58 
Estate, LLC, d/b/a WHARF LOUNGE 2, 103 10th Avenue South, Suite 4 starting on 59 
January 9, 2019 60 
 61 
Motion by Ald. Binash, second by Ald. Gjertsen, to approve 2018-2019 Class “B” Beer only 62 
License for Wharf Lounge Real Estate, LLC, d/b/a WHARF LOUNGE 2, 103 10th Avenue 63 
South, Suite 4 starting on January 9, 2019. 64 
 65 
Cari said this also is a transfer of ownership. 66 
 67 
Ald. Binash inquired about the location. 68 
 69 
Cari said it is an upstairs suite in the same building and noted only beer may be served there. 70 
 71 
On voice vote, motion carried. 72 
 73 
Item 7 – Approval of Temporary Class “B”/Class “B” Retailer’s License for: 74 
 75 

a. St. Patrick’s Church for Friday night fish fry from 3-8-19 through 4-12-19 76 
 77 
Motion by Ald. Gjertsen, second by Ald. Wulf, to approve Temporary Class “B”/Class “B” 78 
Retailer’s License for St. Patrick’s Church for Friday night fish fry from 3-8-19 through 4-12-19. 79 
 80 
On voice vote, motion carried. 81 
 82 

b. Friends of the Library for Decoding the Driftless Event, January 10, 2019 83 
 84 



Administrative & Judiciary Committee 
of the City of Onalaska 
Wednesday, January 2, 2019 
3 
 

Reviewed 1/4/19 by Cari Burmaster 
 

Motion by Ald. Gjertsen, second by Ald. Wulf, to approve to approve Temporary Class 85 
“B”/Class “B” Retailer’s License for Friends of the Library for Decoding the Driftless Event, 86 
January 10, 2019. 87 
 88 
Cari noted she had received the Certificate of Insurance. 89 
 90 
On voice vote, motion carried. 91 
 92 
Item 8 – Miscellaneous licensing reporting 93 
 94 
Cari noted the only item is a Recreational Burning Permit. 95 
 96 
Motion by Ald. Gjertsen, second by Ald. Wulf, to approve the miscellaneous licensing reporting. 97 
 98 
On voice vote, motion carried. 99 
 100 
Judiciary  101 
 102 
Item 9 – Ordinance 1624-2019 – to annex land located in the Southeast ¼ of the Southwest 103 
¼ in Section 1, Township 16 North, Range 7 West from the Town of Medary to the City of 104 
Onalaska (Manske Annexation) (Third and Final Reading) 105 
 106 
Motion by Ald. Binash, second by Ald. Wulf, to approve Ordinance 1624-2019 – to annex land 107 
located in the Southeast ¼ of the Southwest ¼ in Section 1, Township 16 North, Range 7 West 108 
from the Town of Medary to the City of Onalaska (Manske Annexation) (Third and Final 109 
Reading). 110 
 111 
On voice vote, motion carried. 112 
 113 
Item 10 – Ordinance 1625-2019 – to amend Chapter 2 of Title 9, Section 11 of the Code of 114 
Ordinances of the City of Onalaska relating to Sewer User Charge Rates (Third and Final 115 
Reading) 116 
 117 
Motion by Ald. Binash, second by Ald. Wulf, to approve Ordinance 1625-2019 – to amend 118 
Chapter 2 of Title 9, Section 11 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Onalaska relating to 119 
Sewer User Charge Rates (Third and Final Reading). 120 
 121 
Ald. Binash noted this is reviewed annually and the rates are not fixed. 122 
 123 
On voice vote, motion carried. 124 
 125 
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Item 11 – Ordinance 1627-2019 – to annex land located in the Southwest ¼ of the Northeast 126 
¼, Southeast ¼ of the Northwest ¼, Northeast ¼ of the Southwest ¼, Northwest ¼ of the 127 
Southeast ¼, Southwest ¼ of the Southeast ¼, Southeast ¼ of the Southeast ¼ in section 29 128 
and the Northwest ¼ of the Northeast ¼, Northeast ¼ of the Northeast ¼, Southeast ¼ of 129 
the Northeast ¼ in Section 32, and the Southwest ¼ of the Northwest ¼ in Section 33, all in 130 
the Township 17 North, Range 7 West from the Town of Onalaska to the City of Onalaska 131 
(Highway 53 Right of Way Annexation) (First and Second Reading) 132 
 133 
Motion by Ald. Binash, second by Ald. Wulf, to approve Ordinance 1627-2019 – to annex land 134 
located in the Southwest ¼ of the Northeast ¼, Southeast ¼ of the Northwest ¼, Northeast ¼ of 135 
the Southwest ¼, Northwest ¼ of the Southeast ¼, Southwest ¼ of the Southeast ¼, Southeast ¼ 136 
of the Southeast ¼ in section 29 and the Northwest ¼ of the Northeast ¼, Northeast ¼ of the 137 
Northeast ¼, Southeast ¼ of the Northeast ¼ in Section 32, and the Southwest ¼ of the 138 
Northwest ¼ in Section 33, all in the Township 17 North, Range 7 West from the Town of 139 
Onalaska to the City of Onalaska (Highway 53 Right of Way Annexation) (First and Second 140 
Reading). 141 
 142 
On voice vote, motion carried. 143 
 144 
Item 12 – Ordinance 1628-2019 – to amend Article E of Chapter 1 of Title 10 of the Code of 145 
Ordinances of the City of Onalaska relating to Enforcement and Penalties (First and 146 
Second Reading) 147 
 148 
Motion by Ald. Binash, second by Ald. Wulf, to approve Ordinance 1628-2019 – to amend 149 
Article E of Chapter 1 of Title 10 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Onalaska relating to 150 
Enforcement and Penalties (First and Second Reading). 151 
 152 
Ald. Binash noted Ald. Wulf had mentioned Ordinance 10-1-23 (“Parking Reserved for Vehicles 153 
Disabled”), which has a listed fine of $250. 154 
 155 
Ald. Wulf said she knows the amount currently is $100 because she has been working closely 156 
with Police Chief Troy Miller and the Police Department.  Ald. Wulf said disabled individuals in 157 
the city have contacted her because there have been incidents in the community.  Ald. Wulf said 158 
the Police Department has responded “very positively,” and she also said she wanted to ask 159 
Police Chief Miller or another Police Department representative what the average fine is in like-160 
sized municipalities.  Ald. Wulf asked if there is a range the city may charge. 161 
 162 
Cari said she assumes that information may be found in Wisconsin State Statute 346.505(2)(a-c). 163 
 164 
Ald. Wulf referred to page included in committee members’ handouts that lists parking violation 165 
descriptions and their respective scheduled fines, and she asked if any of them are new.  Ald. 166 
Wulf also said she would like to know the justification for increasing the fine for Ordinance 10-167 
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1-23 from $100 to $250. 168 
 169 
Ald. Binash asked if perhaps this item should be placed on the Non-Consent Agenda for the 170 
January 8 Common Council meeting. 171 
 172 
Ald. Gjertsen said it is his understanding there is no on-street handicap parking in the City of 173 
Onalaska.  Ald. Gjertsen said, “The concern would be all on private property.  I have some 174 
questions that need to be answered on that.  First of all, I would need to know, do we not have 175 
any?  The last I knew, we don’t.  The discussion on Main Street, it came out the parking was 176 
Skogen.  I would like to ask that and get it into the record, whether it’s in Council or here.  The 177 
second is the jurisdiction that the City of Onalaska has on private property, for enforcing that.  I 178 
also want that on the record.” 179 
 180 
Cari referred to Wisconsin State Statute 346.505(2)(a-c) and said it addresses standing, stopping, 181 
or parking in prohibited parking spaces reserved for vehicles displaying a handicap parking 182 
permit.  Cari said, “It’s more of a definition.  I think the Fee Schedule might actually be 183 
addressed more in the court fine definitions where they usually do have a range of what they 184 
could charge – what could be a minimum, what could be a maximum.”  Cari said Police Chief 185 
Miller could better address the rates, adding she assumes the attempt to increase the rates is due 186 
to the Police Department encountering a number of violations.  Cari said, “It’s a deterrent to get 187 
people to comply.  If they’re charging $100 and people aren’t complying, maybe they’re looking 188 
to increase it so they can get the people to comply with what they should.” 189 
 190 
Ald. Gjertsen said a problem he sees that is never addressed is the individuals who display are 191 
sometimes harassed by the individuals who are complaining.  Ald. Gjertsen said, “I would know 192 
this because I have one.  You’ll have an individual come up to your vehicle … I’ve had police 193 
officers do it.  You’re displaying and they’re not seeing it.  It’s gotten ugly, and there is no 194 
course of action for people other than disorderly conduct.  That’s the only remedy you’ve got for 195 
that.  That says that that individual who got a cup of coffee that morning wants to take time out 196 
of their day and straighten this character out.  There’s a harassment end of it that doesn’t get 197 
covered.  Very few people report it.  It happens.  People don’t see.  They’re not paying attention.  198 
They have it in their head.  They walk up.  They’re in your window or they’re following you into 199 
the store.  I’ve had it happen.  Kwik Trip employees [have told me], ‘I’ve been doing business 200 
with you for 20 years.  I’ve never seen a problem; what was that about?’  I guess the guy didn’t 201 
see what he was looking for.  There is more to this issue that needs to be covered, and I definitely 202 
want [Police Chief Miller] and Jarrod [City Engineer Jarrod Holter] involved in it.” 203 
 204 
Cari reminded Ald. Gjertsen that this is only the First and Second Reading for Ordinance 1628-205 
2019 and said both Police Chief Miller and Jarrod can be asked to attend the February 6 206 
Administrative and Judiciary Committee meeting. 207 
 208 
Ald. Gjertsen said he believes a 10- to 15-minute conversation regarding this ordinance needs to 209 
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happen. 210 
 211 
Cari asked Ald. Gjertsen asked if he would be agreeable to having both Police Chief Miller and 212 
Jarrod attend the February 6 Administrative and Judiciary Committee meeting. 213 
 214 
Ald. Gjertsen said, “I don’t know if there would be any reason not to.” 215 
 216 
Cari said the other option would be to discuss it at the Common Council level. 217 
 218 
Ald. Binash said, “The issue I see is you go to Third and Final Reading, you’ve ended your 219 
discussion and then it goes to the Council.  If you want to continue to have this First and Second 220 
Reading and just advance it for now to have further discussion, then you’re not going to the 221 
Third and Final Reading.  You’re still going to have First and Second [Reading].  If your issue is 222 
resolved by then, then you can go First, Second, Third and Final Reading if you feel comfortable 223 
with that.  My opinion would be to go back to First and Second Reading and not move it forward 224 
to the Third and Final Reading just yet.” 225 
 226 
Ald. Wulf said she agrees with Ald. Binash, adding, “I would prefer that it get taken care of at 227 
committee properly in the proper format before it goes to Council.” 228 
 229 
For clarification, Cari asked if the committee is asking to keep Ordinance 1628-2019 at the 230 
committee level and not forward it to the Common Council. 231 
 232 
Ald. Gjertsen, Ald. Wulf and Ald. Binash all said yes. 233 
 234 
Cari said she will not place this item on the January 8 Common Council agenda and instead 235 
leave it with the Administrative and Judiciary Committee. 236 
 237 
Motion and second withdrawn. 238 
 239 
Motion by Ald. Wulf, second by Ald. Gjertsen, to place Ordinance 1628-2019 on the February 6 240 
Administrative and Judiciary Committee meeting agenda and repeat it as the First and Second 241 
Reading. 242 
 243 
Ald. Wulf asked that the packets for February 6 Administrative and Judiciary Committee 244 
meeting include the previous amounts for fines and what the proposed fines are. 245 
 246 
Ald. Binash asked Ald. Wulf if she also would like a copy of Wisconsin State Statute 247 
346.505(2)(a-c) included in the packet. 248 
 249 
Both Ald. Wulf and Ald. Gjertsen said yes. 250 
 251 
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On voice vote, motion carried. 252 
 253 
Item 13 – Ordinance 1629-2019 – to rezone property located in Section 12, Township 16, 254 
Range 7 in the City of Onalaska, La Crosse County, Wisconsin from Light Industrial (M-1) 255 
with I-90 Economic Development Overlay to Light Industrial (M-1) (Kenworth Rezoning) 256 
(First and Second Reading) 257 
 258 
Motion by Ald. Binash, second by Ald. Wulf, to approve Ordinance 1629-2019 – to rezone 259 
property located in Section 12, Township 16, Range 7 in the City of Onalaska, La Crosse 260 
County, Wisconsin from Light Industrial (M-1) with I-90 Economic Development Overlay to 261 
Light Industrial (M-1) (Kenworth Rezoning) (First and Second Reading). 262 
 263 
Ald. Binash asked Katie if there is any reason to move Ordinance 1629-2019 forward for its 264 
Third and Final Reading. 265 
 266 
Katie said there has not been a request to suspend the rules and give the ordinance its First, 267 
Second, Third and Final Reading as it is winter.  Katie added staff still is working through the 268 
site plan. 269 
 270 
On voice vote, motion carried. 271 
 272 
Adjournment  273 
 274 
Motion by Ald. Wulf, second by Ald. Binash, to adjourn at 6:22 p.m. 275 
 276 
On voice vote, motion carried. 277 
 278 
 279 
Recorded by: 280 
 281 
Kirk Bey 282 


