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The meeting of the Administrative & Judiciary Committee of the City of Onalaska was called to 1 
order at 6:01 p.m. on Wednesday, October 3, 2018.  It was noted that the meeting had been 2 
announced and posted at City Hall. 3 
 4 
Roll call was taken with the following members present:  Ald. Jim Binash, Ald. Diane Wulf 5 
 6 
Also Present:  City Administrator Eric Rindfleisch, Mayor Joe Chilsen, City Clerk Cari 7 
Burmaster, Police Chief Troy Miller 8 
 9 
Excused Absence:  Ald. Ron Gjertsen 10 
 11 
Item 2 – Approval of minutes from the previous meeting(s) 12 
 13 
Motion by Ald. Wulf, second by Ald. Binash, to approve the minutes from the previous meeting 14 
as printed and on file in the City Clerk’s Office. 15 
 16 
On voice vote, motion carried.    17 
 18 
Item 3 – Public Input (limited to 3 minutes/individual) 19 
 20 
Ald. Binash called three times for anyone wishing to provide public input and closed that portion 21 
of the meeting. 22 
 23 

Consideration and possible action on the following items: 24 
 25 
Administrative  26 
 27 
Item 4 – Approval of Operator’s Licenses as listed on report dated October 3, 2018 28 
 29 
Cari noted she had distributed an additional listing this evening and said everyone has gone 30 
through background checks with the Police Department. 31 
 32 
Motion by Ald. Binash, second by Ald. Wulf, to approve Operator’s Licenses as listed on report 33 
dated October 3, 2018. 34 
 35 
On voice vote, motion carried. 36 
 37 
Item 5 – Approval of Special Events Permits for: 38 
 39 

a. Festival Foods Turkey Trot on November 22, 2018 starting at 8 a.m. at the Omni Center, 40 
255 Riders Club Road, Onalaska 41 

 42 
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Motion by Ald. Wulf, second by Ald. Binash, to approve a Special Events Permit for the Festival 43 
Foods Turkey Trot on November 22, 2018 starting at 8 a.m. at the Omni Center, 255 Riders Club 44 
Road, Onalaska. 45 
 46 
On voice vote, motion carried. 47 
 48 
Item 6 – Approval of request for a waiver to 7-1-23(c) of the Code of Ordinances regarding 49 
the number limit of licensed animals per household by Katrina Meyer 50 
 51 
Ald. Binash noted Item 6 has been waived from this evening’s agenda. 52 
 53 
Item 7 – Miscellaneous licensing reporting 54 
 55 
Cari noted the recreational burning permits have been updated through October 3. 56 
 57 
Motion by Ald. Binash, second by Ald. Wulf, to approve the miscellaneous licensing reporting. 58 
 59 
On voice vote, motion carried. 60 
 61 
Judiciary  62 
 63 
Item 8 – Ordinance 1620-2018 – to annex land located in the Southeast ¼ of the Southeast 64 
¼ in Section 2, Township 16 North, Range 7 West from the Town of Medary to the City of 65 
Onalaska (Elmwood Partners/Rousch Property) (First and Second Reading) 66 
 67 
Ald. Binash noted the applicant has requested that the rules be suspended and Ordinance 1620-68 
2018 be given its First, Second, Third and Final Reading. 69 
 70 
Motion by Ald. Wulf, second by Ald. Binash, to suspend the rules and give Ordinance 1620-71 
2018 its First, Second, Third and Final Reading. 72 
 73 
On voice vote, motion carried. 74 
 75 
Motion by Ald. Wulf, second by Ald. Binash, to approve Ordinance 1620-2018 – to annex land 76 
located in the Southeast ¼ of the Southeast ¼ in Section 2, Township 16 North, Range 7 West 77 
from the Town of Medary to the City of Onalaska (Elmwood Partners/Rousch Property) (First, 78 
Second, Third and Final Reading). 79 
 80 
City Administrator Rindfleisch said there are two “very small triangle pieces of land” that are 81 
located in the Town of Medary and it is necessary to annex these parcels so that the site plan may 82 
be completed. 83 
 84 
On voice vote, motion carried. 85 
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 86 
Item 9 – Ordinance 1621-2018 – to amend Chapter 4 of Title 7 of the Code of Ordinances of 87 
the City of Onalaska relating to Direct Sellers (First and Second Reading) 88 
 89 
Motion by Ald. Wulf, second by Ald. Binash, to approve Ordinance 1621-2018 – to amend 90 
Chapter 4 of Title 7 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Onalaska relating to Direct Sellers 91 
(First and Second Reading). 92 
 93 
Cari said changes have been made due to an incident with some of the direct sellers who were in 94 
the area in August and September.  Cari said this is an attempt to tighten up the rules and make 95 
the rules clear. 96 
 97 
Ald. Wulf inquired about the changes. 98 
 99 
Cari said the ordinance states individuals must possess a permit.  In addition, the background 100 
check went to two years. 101 
 102 
Police Chief Miller addressed Section 7-4-9 (“Suspension, Revocation and Nonrenewal of 103 
License”) and said some of the language contained in this section had been shortened.  104 
Subsection ‘a’ states: “Licenses may be suspended, revoked or nonrenewed for a violation of any 105 
provision of this chapter or a violation of a statute, ordinance or regulation substantially related 106 
to the permitted activity.  A hearing for the suspension, revocation or nonrenewal of a license 107 
shall be conducted before the Common Council.” 108 
 109 
Ald. Binash said direct sellers do not apply to individuals selling items such as agriculture goods, 110 
or if they are selling off the road, on someone’s property, or in a parking lot. 111 
 112 
Police Chief Miller said it is “a very limited scope” of individuals who need these permits.  113 
Police Chief Miller noted he has been employed by the City of Onalaska Police Department for 114 
22 years and said historically a large group comes through the city and causes problems ranging 115 
from deception to aggressive sales and misrepresentation.  Police Chief Miller said, “This will 116 
better able us to revoke their permits much more efficiently rather than jumping through a lot of 117 
hoops to do so.” 118 
 119 
Ald. Binash inquired about the duration of a permit for direct sellers. 120 
 121 
Cari said it is 90 days. 122 
 123 
Ald. Wulf said it is her understanding this pertains to solicitors such as individuals selling 124 
periodicals door-to-door.  Ald. Wulf referred to Section 7-4-7 (“Regulation of Direct Sellers”) 125 
and said the hours a solicitor may call on a dwelling had been restricted during her previous 126 
tenure as an alderperson.  Ald. Wulf noted the restrictions were put into effect year-round. 127 
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 128 
On voice vote, motion carried. 129 
 130 
Adjournment  131 
 132 
Motion by Ald. Wulf, second by Ald. Binash, to adjourn at 6:10 p.m. 133 
 134 
On voice vote, motion carried. 135 
 136 
 137 
Recorded by: 138 
 139 
Kirk Bey 140 


