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The meeting of the Arts Commission of the City of Onalaska was called to order at 4:33 p.m. on 1 
Monday, August 10, 2020.  It was noted that the meeting had been announced and posted at City 2 
Hall. 3 
 4 
Roll call was taken with the following members present:  Mayor Kim Smith, Ald. Dan Stevens, 5 
Joyce Diveley, Linda Lyche, Dani McAlister, Deb Carlson, LuAnn Roth 6 
 7 
Also Present:  Ald. Diane Wulf, Onalaska High School student Claudia Delgado (advisory), City 8 
Attorney Amanda Jackson 9 
 10 
Item 2 – Approval of minutes from the previous meeting 11 
 12 
Motion by Dani, second by Linda, to approve the minutes from the previous meeting as printed 13 
and on file in the City Clerk’s Office. 14 
 15 
On voice vote, motion carried. 16 
 17 
Item 3 – Public Input (limited to 3 minutes/individual) 18 
 19 
Joyce called three times for anyone wishing to provide public input and closed that portion of the 20 
meeting. 21 
 22 

Consideration and possible action on the following items: 23 
 24 
Item 4 – Review and consideration to dissolve the Onalaska Arts Commission 25 
 26 
Motion by Ald. Stevens, second by Dani, to dissolve the Onalaska Arts Commission. 27 
 28 
Ald. Stevens referred to discussion in which commission members had engaged at the July 13 29 
meeting said it has become apparent there are certain elements of being a citywide commission 30 
the fetters what its members wish to accomplish.  Ald. Stevens noted Ald. Jim Olson had made a 31 
generous financial donation to the commission, but there was no place for that donation to be 32 
put.  Ald. Stevens said the Common Council must vote on and approve any expenditures of 33 
funds collected.  However, an entity outside the city would be autonomous, and that entity could 34 
be established as a 501(c)(3) and then take actions as its members see fit.  Ald. Stevens said, “A 35 
lot of the functionality where it would be relevant to cooperate with the city, the approval 36 
process and everything that we would have is the same as it is under the current commission,” 37 
and he noted the commission still would need Council approval to, for example, place a fountain 38 
on Main Street.  Ald. Stevens said, “You never want to be the element that decommissions an 39 
Arts Commission.  That doesn’t seem like that’s progress.  But in this case, it seems like it is the 40 
more efficient way for us to do what it is we want to do for the city.” 41 
 42 
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Joyce told Ald. Stevens she agrees with him and said she believes the difficulty and the legalities 43 
of attempting to continue as a commission – in particular, with the funding issues – would have 44 
been a significant challenge.  Joyce also said she believes taking this action potentially will be 45 
beneficial, adding she believes this body could reform in its present state if it unable to 46 
accomplish what it wishes to do. 47 
 48 
Linda noted she had examined the minutes from the July 13 meeting and said it appeared that the 49 
general consensus among commission members was what Ald. Stevens had stated in terms of 50 
decommissioning the Arts Commission in its present form and operating as an entity outside the 51 
city. 52 
 53 
Mayor K. Smith said, “I understand it’s always difficult when we are attempting to have a 54 
public/private kind of partnership.  In this case, it really will best serve the community.  We have 55 
so many people who want to be involved in this, and it will do a better job if more people are 56 
involved, including multiple Councilmembers, myself, and many people from the community.  I 57 
do think this is a step forward.  I hope that nobody takes it as anything other than that.” 58 
 59 
On voice vote, motion carried. 60 
 61 
Adjournment 62 
 63 
Motion by Deb, second by Ald. Stevens, to adjourn. 64 
 65 
On voice vote, motion carried. 66 
 67 
 68 
Recorded by: 69 
 70 
Kirk Bey 71 


