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The Meeting of the Board of Public Works of the City of Onalaska was called to order at 6:30 1 
p.m. on Tuesday, March 3, 2020.  It was noted that the meeting had been announced and a notice 2 
posted at City Hall. 3 
 4 
Roll call was taken with the following members present:  Mayor Kim Smith, Ald. Diane Wulf, 5 
Ald. Tom Smith, City Engineer Jarrod Holter, Financial Services Director/Treasurer Fred 6 
Buehler 7 
 8 
Also Present:  City Administrator Eric Rindfleisch, Assistant City Engineer Kevin Schubert, Fire 9 
Chief Billy Hayes, Ald. Dan Stevens, Ald. Steven Nott 10 
 11 
Item 2 – Approval of minutes from previous meeting 12 
 13 
Motion by Ald. T. Smith, second by Mayor K. Smith, to approve the minutes from the previous 14 
meeting as printed and on file in the City Clerk’s Office. 15 
 16 
On voice vote, motion carried. 17 
 18 
Item 3 – Public Input (limited to 3 minutes/individual) 19 
 20 
Ald. Wulf called for anyone wishing to provide public input. 21 
 22 
Robbie Young 23 
234 23rd Street South 24 
La Crosse 25 
 26 
“I own Coulee Bicycle Company at 213 Main Street [in Onalaska].  I’m just here to represent the 27 
request [for] agenda Item No. 4 and let you know that I’m available to answer questions about it.  28 
Thanks for having me, and for considering the request at all.” 29 
 30 
Ald. Wulf called three times for anyone else wishing to provide public input and closed that 31 
portion of the meeting. 32 
 33 

Consideration and possible action on the following items: 34 
 35 

Item 4 – Review and consideration of sale of merchandise on city right-of-way at 213 Main 36 
Street on April 3rd and 4th, 2020 37 
 38 
Jarrod said Coulee Bicycle Company wishes to facilitate a sale on the public right-of-way 39 
(sidewalk area) at its property located at 213 Main Street.  The request is to hold the sale Friday, 40 
April 3, and Saturday, April 4.  Jarrod told board members their packets include photographs of 41 
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the front of the business, an illustration of where bicycles would be placed, and an aerial view of 42 
the location where the bicycles would be displayed highlighted in yellow.  Jarrod said staff does 43 
not object to Coulee Bicycle Company’s request as the sale is on a short-term basis, and he told 44 
board members city staff is asking that the sidewalk remain open for pedestrian use. 45 
 46 
Ald. Wulf referred to the photograph showing the illustration of where the bicycles would be 47 
placed, and also the aerial photograph of the location where the bicycles would be placed 48 
highlighted in yellow, and noted they appear to match.  Ald. Wulf expressed concern over the 49 
close proximity the bicycle tires are located to the curb, and the possibility that individuals who 50 
are parking their vehicles might be opening their doors into them, thereby possibly incurring 51 
damage to the bicycles. 52 
 53 
Jarrod told Ald. Wulf that in order for Coulee Bicycle Company to hold the sale, the business 54 
must accept liability for anything that is placed on the right-of-way.  Jarrod noted there is one 55 
stall in the vicinity in which there is a streetlight that aligns with an open vehicle door and told 56 
Ald. Wulf city staff can examine this when the bicycles are placed on the right-of-way and 57 
ensure that the bicycles are placed in an area where they will not impede someone entering and 58 
exiting a vehicle.  Jarrod referred to the email Robbie Young had sent to both him and Planning 59 
Manager Katie Aspenson and noted Robbie estimated 15 bicycles would be placed outside 60 
during the two days of the sale.  Jarrod referred to the aerial photograph of the location where the 61 
bicycles would be placed highlighted in yellow and said he assumes a few of the bicycles will 62 
need to be placed on the west side of the tree so that they do not infringe upon any parked 63 
vehicles.  Jarrod also said staff members would speak with Robbie if they notice any 64 
irregularities or someone registers a complaint. 65 
 66 
Motion by Mayor K. Smith, second by Ald. T. Smith, to approve the sale of merchandise on city 67 
right-of-way at 213 Main Street on April 3rd and 4th, 2020, with the understanding the business 68 
owner will be held liable for any damage which might occur on the right-of-way. 69 
 70 
Mayor K. Smith asked Jarrod if the motion addresses the concerns that were raised. 71 
 72 
Jarrod told Mayor K. Smith it does and said there is the understanding the sidewalk must remain 73 
open. 74 
 75 
On voice vote, motion carried. 76 
 77 
Item 5 – Review and consideration of Recycling Compliance Assurance Plan 78 
 79 
Jarrod noted board members’ packets include a copy of the “City of Onalaska Recycling 80 
Compliance Assurance Plan,” which was created by the Public Works Department.  Jarrod told 81 
board members the city had never had this as a formal plan and said it is a plan the city should 82 
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have this plan formally adopted.  Jarrod noted the city already does many of the items included 83 
in the residential portion of the plan, including working with Harter’s Quick Clean-Up, and also 84 
that Office Clerical Support employee Vicky Bosworth works with both Harter’s and the city’s 85 
residents to ensure that there is compliance.  Jarrod addressed Problem IV (“Multifamily (over 86 
five units) & Commercial Property Has No Recycling Receptacle in Place”), telling board 87 
members staff will concentrate on this area this year by performing inspections and visiting these 88 
locations.  Jarrod said, “The majority of the items we are doing, they are included in the 89 
recycling brochure.  But this is formalizing it in a document.” 90 
 91 
Ald. Wulf asked Jarrod if Harter’s employees have informed him that they are experiencing 92 
noncompliance and having to leave tags. 93 
 94 
Jarrod said, “No more than what’s the normal rate.  We always get a few here and there where 95 
someone disposes of something they shouldn’t, or the container is over full.  But [we have seen] 96 
nothing out of the ordinary.  This is just trying to get us in compliance with the compliance 97 
plan.” 98 
 99 
Motion by Mayor K. Smith, second by Ald. T. Smith, to approve the Recycling Compliance 100 
Assurance Plan. 101 
 102 
Ald. T. Smith said he is glad the city will be looking at multifamily units, noting there had been 103 
feedback regarding those units during the summer of 2019. 104 
 105 
Jarrod said staff is attempting to ensure that there is a recycling container at every multifamily 106 
unit and stated, “We do a very good job at the residential, four units and under, Single Family 107 
Residential.  But [multifamily] is one area we’re going to try to put a little more effort into this 108 
year.” 109 
 110 
On voice vote, motion carried. 111 
 112 
Item 6 – Review and consideration of 2020 Utility Project bid 113 
 114 
Jarrod told board members this project will be bid Tuesday morning, March 10 and noted the 115 
advertisement for the projects has been included in their packets.  Jarrod said, “We do have an 116 
interest in this project.  We do have three general contractors, and we know of a fourth that will 117 
be bidding the project.  We’re expecting some good bids.  We’re seeing a lot of work out there, 118 
but the contractors are still at the point where they’re looking for work for the summer.  We will 119 
be bringing that forward to the [Common] Council meeting directly and handing those out at the 120 
Council meeting.” 121 
 122 
Item 7 – Review and consideration of 2020 Urban Forestry Project bid 123 
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 124 
Jarrod noted board members had received the bid tabulation and said there had only been one 125 
bidder: Hoffman & McNamara.  Jarrod said two other contractors had taken out plans for the 126 
project, including a contractor based in Madison that had previously bid the project, and a local 127 
contractor.  Jarrod told board members the local contractor informed staff the week of February 128 
23-29 it would not be bidding the project due to a high volume of work.  Jarrod said Hoffman & 129 
McNamara has performed the city’s Urban Forestry Project in the past, including in 2018 and 130 
2019, and he described Hoffman & McNamara as being “a reputable firm” that has done well in 131 
the past serving the city.  Jarrod noted $100,000 had been budgeted for urban forestry and told 132 
board member Hoffmann & McNamara had submitted a bid of $91,933. 133 
 134 
Motion by Mayor K. Smith, second by Ald. T. Smith, to approve the 2020 Urban Forestry 135 
Project bid to Hoffman & McNamara in the amount of $91,933. 136 
 137 
On voice vote, motion carried. 138 
 139 
Item 8 – Review and consideration of 2020 Miscellaneous Concrete Project bid 140 
 141 
Jarrod noted three contractors had bid this project: Fowler & Hammer ($100,055), Pember 142 
Companies ($186,305), and Steiger Construction ($84,612.50).  Jarrod noted $110,000 was 143 
budgeted for this project and told board members some of prices included within Steiger 144 
Construction’s bid “are very advantageous to the city.” 145 
 146 
Motion by Ald. T. Smith, second by Mayor K. Smith, to approve the 2020 Miscellaneous 147 
Concrete Project bid to Steiger Construction in the amount of $84,612.50. 148 
 149 
Mayor K. Smith asked Jarrod if he can speculate why the bid Pember Companies had submitted 150 
was higher than the other two bids that were submitted. 151 
 152 
Jarrod told Mayor K. Smith it has been Pember Companies’ practice to submit a bid and noted 153 
that Pember “[is] not really advantageously looking right now.  I think the Fowler & Hammer 154 
and Steiger bids are where I would have anticipated them.”  Jarrod also noted Fowler & 155 
Hammer’s bid is close to what the engineer’s estimate was. 156 
 157 
On voice vote, motion carried. 158 
 159 
Item 9 – Review and consideration of professional services for corrosion control study 160 
within water system by Process Research Solutions 161 
 162 
Jarrod noted board members’ packets include a copy of a proposed agreement with Process 163 
Research Solutions for continued monitoring of the city’s water system for corrosion control.  164 
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Jarrod told board members city staff has been working with the Wisconsin Department of 165 
Natural Resources for many years on water quality testing for copper corrosion within the water 166 
system, and he also noted the city has been working with Process Research Solutions on and off 167 
since 2010.  Jarrod said there are monitoring stations at Well No. 8 and the OS booster station, 168 
and he told board members this would be for continued monitoring by utilizing the monitoring 169 
stations to examine the utilization of phosphate in the water system, which the Wisconsin DNR 170 
has indicated it would like the city to do. 171 
 172 
Jarrod said, “We’ve been doing it on a test basis for almost a year now.  This would also help us 173 
with assisting with DNR meetings and correspondence we’re going to be receiving, especially in 174 
2020, [which] is our triannual lead and copper testing.  We will take our 30 DNR EPA-required 175 
samples between June 1 and September 1 for the lead and copper testing.  Once we get those 176 
results back, then we’ll have to further strategize with the outcome of what that testing is.  We 177 
have been doing this testing for a couple years now, trying to gather more data.  This would be at 178 
a cost of approximately $12,000.  This would be covered within the Water Utility Operating 179 
Budget under ‘Contractual Services.’ ”  Jarrod added this item goes along with Item No. 10 and 180 
noted Process Research Solutions and Water Quality Investigations work together on several of 181 
the city’s projects. 182 
 183 
Motion by Ald. T. Smith, second by Mayor K. Smith, to approve professional services for 184 
corrosion control study within water system by Process Research Solutions in an amount not to 185 
exceed $12,000. 186 
 187 
Jarrod said, “This will be a telling year for us.  Every three years we must do the lead and copper 188 
testing.  Once we start that, it’s going to be telling to see where we’re at with certain things 189 
we’ve been doing.  We’re not only trying to monitor the system, but we’re also trying to use the 190 
monitoring by doing different techniques within our system of unidirectional flushing, flushing 191 
out services at residences – just how we operate the system. … We’re trying to use all this 192 
testing we’re doing to see how it affects the system and what happens.  We’re also looking at 193 
different things such as how wet the year is, the water table – a variety of things.  We are using 194 
the data we have.  If you ever have any questions, we can get these people in here to give more 195 
analysis.  But we have had Andrew Jacque here approximately two years ago, and he gave us an 196 
update on what he was doing.  We have graphs, we have charts, we have a variety of data. … I 197 
wanted to let you know it isn’t just us hiring a consultant and it kind of goes by the wayside.  We 198 
are trying to utilize the data that we’re getting.” 199 
 200 
Mayor K. Smith asked Jarrod if it would be possible for the board to see a presentation in the 201 
future at his convenience. 202 
 203 
Jarrod said yes and told Mayor K. Smith that Public Works Manager Jim Prindle could assist 204 
with the presentation.  Jarrod told board members he has graphs regarding sites at which copper 205 
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samples have been taken over the last year.  Jarrod also told board members the focus has been 206 
on three homes that are somewhat elevated and said, “We’re still below the action level, but 207 
we’re getting close enough to that where we’re trying to keep an eye on them.” 208 
 209 
Mayor K. Smith asked that a presentation include an overview of the complexity of the drinking 210 
water system and the reservoirs. 211 
 212 
On voice vote, motion carried. 213 
 214 
Item 10 – Review and consideration of professional services for Well #8 and Well #9 215 
rehabilitation and water system testing by Water Quality Investigations 216 
 217 
Jarrod noted board members’ packets include a copy of a letter written by Andrew Jacque, Chief 218 
Scientist and Founder of Water Quality Investigations, and also noted the well column at Well 219 
No. 8 had been cleaned in 2019.  Jarrod told board members quarterly sampling is being 220 
conducted at Well No. 8 in an attempt to determine how successful the cleaning operations were 221 
as well as the activity at that well. 222 
 223 
Water Quality Investigations’ proposed services include the following: 224 
 225 

• Assist with the rehabilitation of Well No. 9.  Work would include communicating with 226 
client and contractor during well rehabilitation, assessment of well rehabilitation samples, 227 
follow-up sampling of the well and preparation of a rehabilitation plan for the pressure 228 
filter.  The cost of this assessment would be approximately $5,000, depending upon the 229 
time needed and the number of samples analyzed.  The cost includes laboratory fees with 230 
sample collection performed by city staff. 231 

• Assess monitoring station samples for biofilm activity.  Monthly samples would be 232 
analyzed for biofilm indication ($100 each), and quarterly samples would include biofilm 233 
activity ($250 each).  This sampling plan with written assessment of the data would be 234 
approximately $10,000.  Jarrod told board members the tests that are performed are in-235 
depth and done in a laboratory, and he said, “We’ve been getting good results from 236 
Andrew Jacque trying to see if there are influences from different levels of groundwater 237 
in our biological activity, and how that might be implemented into our corrosion control 238 
study.” 239 

• Quarterly assessment of Well No. 8 following rehabilitation.  Three samples from the 240 
well would be assessed quarterly for biofilm indication and biofilm activity.  This 241 
sampling plan with written assessment of the data and preventative maintenance 242 
recommendations would be approximately $6,000. 243 

• Assistance on an as-needed basis, which may include correspondence with the DNR or 244 
attending meetings.  Billing would be hourly, plus expenses.  Current billing rate is $140 245 
per hour.  246 
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 247 
Jarrod told board members the final cost could be less than $25,000 if all four items occur in 248 
2020 if there are 20 hours of time included with the fourth bullet point. 249 
 250 
Mayor K. Smith asked Jarrod, “You think we’re going to put a value not to exceed $25,000?” 251 
 252 
Jarrod said yes and told Mayor K. Smith he wants to have some latitude with the fourth bullet 253 
point if the city has correspondence with the Wisconsin DNR. 254 
 255 
Motion by Mayor K. Smith, second by Ald. T. Smith, to approve professional services for Well 256 
#8 and Well #9 rehabilitation and water system testing by Water Quality Investigations at a cost 257 
not to exceed $25,000 for 2020. 258 
 259 
Jarrod told board members he would like to have Andrew address the board this autumn, noting 260 
that Andrew comes to the facility approximately every six months to monitor what the city is 261 
doing. 262 
 263 
Mayor K. Smith said she would enjoy hearing from Andrew, noting he is able to give 264 
explanations that are easily understandable. 265 
 266 
On voice vote, motion carried. 267 
 268 
Item 11 – Review and consideration of Task Order Number 20–02 for Supervisory Control 269 
and Data Acquisition (SCADA) Programing modifications by Strand Associates for 6th & 270 
Quincy lift station 271 
 272 
Jarrod said this is a proposal for upgrades to the SCADA system at the 6th Avenue and Quincy 273 
Street lift station, noting it actually would be for the master SCADA system located at the Public 274 
Works facility.  This would include the new SCADA graphics and controls that control the lift 275 
station.  Jarrod noted the number of sensors and floats at the lift station has doubled, and the 276 
number of pumps at the station increased from two to three.  There also is low- and high-277 
temperature, an overrun alarm.  Jarrod said, “This would update the SCADA system.  It would 278 
also update to the latest version of Wonderware software, which is what we run on our SCADA 279 
system.  That is at a lump sum of $7,400, which would be paid for out of the Capital 280 
Improvements Projects for the 6th [Avenue] and Quincy [Street] Lift Station Project.” 281 
 282 
For clarification, Ald. Wulf asked Jarrod, “It is for the SCADA at the Public Works Facility for 283 
the 6th and Quincy lift station?” 284 
 285 
Jarrod told Ald. Wulf she is correct. 286 
 287 



Board of Public Works 
of the City of Onalaska 
Tuesday, March 3, 2020 
8 

Reviewed 3/5/2020 by Jarrod Holter 
 

Mayor K. Smith referred to the proposed agreement with Strand Associates and said it appears 288 
installation already had commenced. 289 
 290 
Jarrod told Mayor K. Smith the SCADA system has been updated for it, but it is not yet final.  291 
Jarrod said, “We should have had this in the original agreement that we had for construction 292 
services.  But between me looking at it and Strand looking at it, neither one of us remembered it 293 
was in there.  They brought this up about three weeks ago, so it’s finally hitting the meeting 294 
cycle.” 295 
 296 
Motion by Mayor K. Smith, second by Ald. T. Smith, to approve Task Order Number 20–02 for 297 
Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) Programing modifications by Strand 298 
Associates for 6th & Quincy lift station at a cost not to exceed $7,400. 299 
 300 
On voice vote, motion carried. 301 
 302 
Item 12 – Review and consideration of Grow Solar La Crosse Project 303 
 304 
Jarrod said the Sustainable La Crosse Commission is spearheading the project and noted board 305 
members’ packets include a Request for Proposals (RFP) by Midwest Renewable Energy 306 
Association.  Jarrod told board members Midwest Renewable Energy Association is leading the 307 
“group buy program” and said the goal of the program is to increase consumer education and PV 308 
(photovoltaic) installations in La Crosse County through a group purchase involving a 309 
competitive contractor selection process, an advantageous pricing and rebate structure, and free 310 
information sessions.  Jarrod referred to the RFP and noted a firm will be selected March 20, 311 
with the goal of completing installations by the end of 2020. 312 
 313 
Mayor K. Smith said, “Whether we pass this RFP or not, this is still moving forward through the 314 
City of La Crosse and the County of La Crosse.  Our City of Onalaska residents will definitely 315 
be able to take part in it.  I’m happy that I’m able to, in a small way, help move this forward and 316 
promote it in our community.  No, it doesn’t cost the city anything, or the county or the City of 317 
La Crosse.  But we’re basically coming together to form a co-op and get a provider and help 318 
align residents with the provider to get solar energy, hopefully at a much more affordable cost.  319 
I’ll be bringing more forward on this after [March] 20th when we start to nail down the details.  I 320 
also hope to have one of the information sessions held here in Onalaska.” 321 
 322 
Motion by Ald. T. Smith, second by Mayor K. Smith, to approve the City of Onalaska’s 323 
participation in the Grow Solar La Crosse Project. 324 
 325 
Mayor K. Smith reiterated this is at no cost to the City of Onalaska. 326 
 327 
On voice vote, motion carried. 328 
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 329 
Item 13 – Review and consideration of Fire Department one hundred-foot Quint Fire 330 
Apparatus purchase 331 
 332 
Jarrod told board members city staff had bid out the ladder truck for the Fire Department, noting 333 
the truck had been included within the 2020 Capital Improvements Budget.  Jarrod 334 
complimented Fire Department staff for its thoroughness in examining the specifications, 335 
researching the fire apparatus, and researching multiple vendors.  Jarrod noted that while the 336 
Engineering Department had assisted with the actual bidding process, the Fire Department had 337 
performed all the legwork.  Jarrod told board members Fire Department staff wished to obtain a 338 
single-axle fire truck with 100-foot ladder capability.  Jarrod noted Pierce Manufacturing was the 339 
lone serious provider of said truck and said once the truck had been bid out, Reliant Fire 340 
Apparatus, Inc. submitted the lone bid for a 2021 Pierce Impel 107-foot Ascendant PUC Quint 341 
Fire Apparatus. 342 
 343 
Jarrod said, “Looking at this from what they had for project costs within the Capital 344 
Improvements Budget, I think they did get a favorable bid.  If you look at the bid tabulation, we 345 
did have a base bid amount of $1,028,678.”  Jarrod referred to the bid proposal and noted the bid 346 
was $1,012,909 if the city made a payment at the time the chassis was completed, the aerial was 347 
completed, and then the complete truck – payment would occur in three installments.  Jarrod 348 
noted there also was a bid with a prepay option – the city would pay $986,392 for the entire truck 349 
within 30 days of the order.  A performance bond would be required with the second option.  350 
Jarrod said, “If they defaulted for some reason, we would have the bonding company to go back 351 
on.  That was an increased cost of $2,778.  If you add that to the prepay purchase, it would be at 352 
a cost of $989,170.  Staff is recommending that for the purchase.  That does fall within the 353 
$1,200,000 budgeted.  They do have a variety of equipment that they have to purchase for this 354 
truck yet. … They have to purchase SCBAs.  They have to purchase medical equipment.  They 355 
have to purchase ladders.  They have to purchase hose.  There’s going to be a lengthy list of 356 
equipment that will come forward yet at a future date.  They will be using the rest of the money 357 
for the equipment to outfit that truck.” 358 
 359 
Jarrod told board members he has worked with City Attorney Amanda Jackson and noted the 360 
city has purchased the last two fire trucks with this prepay agreement.  Jarrod told board 361 
members Amanda reviewed the agreement for 2017 and said he sent an email to Reliant Fire 362 
Apparatus to start the agreement.  The city then would issue a purchase order for the fire truck.  363 
Mayor K. Smith and City Clerk Cari Burmaster would execute the agreement, and the city then 364 
could cut the check within 30 days with Board of Public Works and Common Council approval.  365 
Jarrod said, “This is a longstanding purchase.  It’s something that’s going to serve the city for 20 366 
years.  I think with the development we have in the city, it is a good purchase for our Fire 367 
Department to keep them up to date.” 368 
 369 
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Ald. Wulf asked Fire Chief Hayes if he believes the Fire Department will have sufficient funding 370 
to purchase the “loose equipment” after the fire truck is purchased. 371 
 372 
Fire Chief Hayes said yes and told Ald. Wulf, “We anticipated that.  We were anticipating about 373 
$1.1 million for the apparatus just to be on the safe side, with another $100,000 for the 374 
equipment, so I think we’re well under that.” 375 
 376 
Motion by Mayor K. Smith, second by Ald. T. Smith, to award the bid for the Fire Department 377 
100-foot Quint Fire Apparatus purchase to Reliant Fire Apparatus, Inc. at a cost of $989,170. 378 
 379 
Ald. Stevens asked Fred if the funds were borrowed up front, or if the borrowing would occur 380 
later in the year.  Ald. Stevens’ follow-up questions for Fred were inaudible on the recording. 381 
 382 
Fred said, “When the city goes into the bond market – like, for example, when we have $4.5 383 
million or whatever it may be – when we open bids on April 2, we will receive the full Capital 384 
Projects dollars as requested through the public hearing, in its entirety.” 385 
 386 
Ald. T. Smith asked if the lead time is 12 to 18 months. 387 
 388 
Jarrod noted there is a penalty clause and said a Reliant Fire Apparatus representative told him 389 
they hope to complete the fire truck in 12 months.  However, Jarrod also said, “They always add 390 
30 to 60 days onto it if there is a penalty clause.  They have a spot held for it, so if we approve it 391 
at the Council meeting they have a spot held for it because we bid it.  If we follow through with 392 
this timeline, they’re hoping we’ll have the truck in 12 months.” 393 
 394 
On voice vote, motion carried. 395 
 396 
Item 14 – Review and consideration of Change Order #2 for 2019 Utility Project 397 
 398 
Jarrod said the proposed change order is for $44,440.40 and noted this would be an increase in 399 
the project approved contractual bid amount.  Jarrod also noted the final cost still will be less 400 
than what the city originally had for a bid.  The original contract price, with the change order, 401 
was $1,287,302.  The final payment amount with the change order, will be $1,083,662.  Jarrod 402 
said, “We’re trying to put together the final quantities.  There are some things that went over, but 403 
overall we are considerably under budget for the project.” 404 
 405 
Motion by Ald. T. Smith, second by Mayor K. Smith, to approve Change Order #2 for 2019 406 
Utility Project in the amount of $44,440.40. 407 
 408 
On voice vote, motion carried. 409 
 410 
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Item 15 – Review and consideration of wheel loader purchase 411 
 412 
Jarrod said a new end loader for the Public Works Department was included within the approved 413 
2020 CIB and told board members their packets include a copy of a memo dated February 25 414 
that outlines the proposed purchase.  Jarrod said, “We are going to change that a little bit tonight.  415 
We were going to include a v-plow to purchase with this for the plowing of cul-de-sacs.  Talking 416 
to staff [Tuesday], we are still reviewing that and are still undecided on which one to get.  I am 417 
going to request that we not purchase the v-plow with this package tonight.  I will bring that 418 
forward at a later date to get approval.” 419 
 420 
Jarrod said staff is requesting the purchase of a Case 621 wheel loader, noting the city has been 421 
renting an end loader for the last 12 years.  Jarrod told board members the city rented two end 422 
loaders for a time, and he said the city had a winter rental and the loader is currently at the Public 423 
Works Facility.  Jarrod said city will have paid $14,000 in winter rental fees with the final 424 
incoming invoice.  Jarrod said the supplier that rents the loader to the city also sells loaders and 425 
told board members the supplier is offering a purchase price of $163,000.  The supplier would 426 
put the winter rental fee toward the purchase of the Case 621, bringing down the cost to 427 
$149,000.  Jarrod said there also is $2,319 worth of equipment to purchase for the loader, 428 
including a radio, cutting edges, and bucket teeth.  The total cost then would increase to 429 
$151,319.  Jarrod said staff recommends purchasing the new Case 621 wheel loader at a cost of 430 
$151,319. 431 
 432 
Ald. Wulf asked Jarrod if he thinks he will know about the v-plow between tonight and the 433 
March 10 Common Council meeting. 434 
 435 
Jarrod told Ald. Wulf he would bring forward the v-plow at the April 7 Board of Public Works 436 
meeting to give staff additional time on deciding which plow to purchase. 437 
 438 
Ald. Wulf asked if the city still will rent an end loader. 439 
 440 
Jarrod told Ald. Wulf staff has not made a final decision and said it is necessary to examine what 441 
the operational capabilities will be with the purchase of the Case 621.  Jarrod said that while the 442 
city will keep its 1996 loader, it likely will remain at the Public Works Facility and load trucks.  443 
The other two loaders will be utilized in the community as they will be more road-worthy. 444 
 445 
Ald. Wulf noted she has resided on a cul-de-sac for more than 20 years and said end loaders are 446 
efficient and save time when they are utilized in cul-de-sacs. 447 
 448 
Mayor K. Smith inquired about the budgeted amount. 449 
 450 
Jarrod said $188,000 was budgeted for the purchase and told Mayor K. Smith he was going to 451 
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propose $169,453 if the city were to purchase the v-plow. 452 
 453 
Motion by Ald. Wulf, second by Ald. T. Smith, to approve the purchase of a Case 621 wheel 454 
loader and the loose equipment from Titan Machinery at a cost not to exceed $151,319. 455 
 456 
Ald. T. Smith asked Jarrod if the city pays $14,000 in rental fees on a yearly basis. 457 
 458 
Jarrod told Ald. T. Smith the city typically rents the loader through mid-March and said staff 459 
rented it for an extra month to ensure that the city’s loader would not leave.  Jarrod said rental 460 
fees typically are $11,500 to $12,000 a year.  Jarrod also said, “Once we lose something in the 461 
budget, it gets hard to ever try to find those funds again.  We want to be as prudent as we can 462 
with our budgeted resources, but then it’s one thing if our 1996 loader … If that has a major 463 
breakdown, we can’t load trucks with it any more in the yard.  Now we’re to the point where we 464 
have to have one of the loaders go back in the yard.  We really need three loaders in the 465 
wintertime.  That’s one of the things we need to try to find out: what we think we can do and 466 
work that out through the budget process.” 467 
 468 
On voice vote, motion carried. 469 
 470 
Item 16 – Review and consideration of salt brine production system purchase 471 
 472 
Jarrod noted a memo included in board members’ packets outlines two brands of a salt brine 473 
producing system staff has been examining.  Jarrod said staff recommends purchasing the 474 
VariTech Industries VariTech Brine Boss at a cost of $80,870.  Jarrod noted this purchase was 475 
included in the 2020 CIB for a total cost of $76,000 and said staff is proposing utilizing $4,870 476 
from the wheel loader funding to account for the under on this purchase.  Jarrod said there will 477 
be a cost savings in the budget over time and told board members the city has increased its brine 478 
usage on roadways.  Jarrod said the city currently pays La Crosse County approximately 22 cents 479 
per gallon for brine and told board members, “We figure with this purchase, not including the 480 
depreciation of the brine unit, we’ll have about 6 cents a gallon into it not counting staff time or 481 
the unit itself.  Our direct cost will go down from about 22 cents to 6 cents.  It will be a savings 482 
over time.” 483 
 484 
Motion by Mayor K. Smith, second by Ald. T. Smith, to approve the purchase of the salt brine 485 
production system from VariTech Industries at a cost not to exceed $80,870, with $76,000 486 
coming from the 2020 Capital Improvements Budget, and the remaining $4,870 coming from the 487 
wheel loader funding included in the 2020 Capital Improvements Budget. 488 
 489 
Jarrod noted city staff members have gone to the La Crosse County facility and familiarized 490 
themselves with how the county’s unit functions. 491 
 492 
On voice vote, motion carried. 493 
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 494 
Item 17 – Review and consideration of Sustainable La Crosse Commission report 495 
 496 
Jarrod noted he, City Administrator Rindfleisch, and Mayor K. Smith had attended a seminar on 497 
sustainable wetlands at UW-La Crosse. 498 
 499 
Mayor K. Smith said the discussion had included how manmade wetlands have different 500 
applications.  Mayor K. Smith said the individual who gave the presentation had created 501 
wetlands in different areas not only in the United States, but also around the world.  Mayor K. 502 
Smith said the manmade wetlands that were created in third-world countries were utilized as 503 
wastewater treatment facilities.  Mayor K. Smith said that while Onalaska’s size likely prevents 504 
that from occurring here, she believes the city could utilize many of the applications with its 505 
stormwater system in an attempt to decrease the water’s speed and absorb the water into the earth 506 
so that it may be purified before moving on.  Mayor K. Smith said it seems one way to improve 507 
water quality is to give the city’s stormwater runoff time to filter and become naturally clean 508 
before moving to the waterways. 509 
 510 
Item 18 – Pay Estimates:  Strand Associates, Short Elliott Hendrickson, Inc., Gerke 511 
Excavating, Davy Engineering, MSA Professional Service, Olympic Builders, HSR 512 
Associates, St. Joseph Construction, Visu-Sewer, Inc., All-American Lumber, Braun 513 
Intertec, and any other contractor/developer  514 
 515 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 516 
MONTHLY ESTIMATES 517 

 518 
March 3, 2020 519 

 520 
    Original 521 
    Contract   Change   Paid to  Due this 522 
Contractor   Amount   Orders   Date   Estimate 523 
 524 
1.  DAVY ENGINEERING 525 
     French Rd. Booster Station/Crestwood Ln. 526 
     Design 527 
     Estimate #17    $   126,490.00$     76,010.00      $   221,212.99 $   585.69 528 
 529 
2.  OLYMPIC BUILDERS GENERAL CONTRACTORS 530 
     6th & Quincy Pumping Station 531 
     Construction 532 
     Estimate #11    $   989,678.00 $     -      $   884,093.75 $   12,350.00 533 
 534 
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3.  STRAND ASSOCIATES INC. 535 
     6th & Quincy Lift Station 536 
     Construction 537 
     Estimate #10    $   33,000.00  $     -      $   31,512.84 $   587.28 538 
 539 
4.  STRAND ASSOCIATES 540 
     Court St. Lift Station 541 
     Construction 542 
     Estimate #7   $   24,300.00  $     -      $   9,003.33 $   403.84 543 
 544 
5.  OLYMPIC BUILDERS GENERAL CONTRACTORS 545 
     Crestwood Booster Station 546 
     Construction 547 
     Estimate #6    $   974,846.00$     13,087.52      $   388,148.34 $   81,887.64 548 
 549 
6.  STRAND ASSOCIATES 550 
     Well #9 Chlorine Addition 551 
     Design 552 
     Estimate #5    $   16,300.00  $     -      $   9,901.62 $   1,657.20 553 
 554 
7.  ST. JOSEPH CONSTRUCTION 555 
     2018 Pond #17 Repairs 556 
     Construction 557 
     Estimate #5    $   174,102.50 $     -      $   169,684.00 $4,000.00 558 
 559 
8.  STRAND ASSOCIATES 560 
     Stormwater Quality Management Plan 561 
     Design 562 
     Estimate #1    $   75,000.00      $     -      $   -   $   5,748.89 563 
 564 
9.  BRAUN INTERTEC 565 
     Green Coulee Intersection Soil Boring 566 
     Design 567 
     Estimate #1    $   5,125.00      $     -       $   -   $   4,612.50 568 
 569 
10.  SEH INC. 570 
     Green Coulee Reservoir 571 
     Design 572 
     Estimate #12    $   25,000.00      $     - $   24,488.30  $   506.49 573 
 574 
11.  GERKE EXCAVATING INC. 575 
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     2019 Utility Project 576 
     Construction 577 
     Estimate #7    $   1,287,302.00 $     44,440.40$   1,027,492.51 $   56,169.88 578 
 579 
12.  HSR ASSOCIATES 580 
     PWF Addition 581 
     Design 582 
     Estimate #7    $   81,500.00      $     - $   74,980.00  $   5,319.00 583 
 584 
13.  BRAUN INTERTEC 585 
     Green Coulee Reservoir Soil Boring 586 
     Design 587 
     Estimate #1    $   16,800.00      $     - $   -   $   10,645.00 588 
 589 
14.  LIVERMORE TECHNOLOGIES 590 
     Fiber Cable Project 591 
     Design 592 
     Estimate #1    $   18,010.00      $     - $   -   $   825.00 593 
 594 
15.  ALL-AMERICAN LUMBER INC. 595 
     Public Works Facility Addition 596 
     Construction 597 
     Estimate #7    $   1,155,183.00      $     - $   916,829.01  $   127,255.85 598 
 599 
Jarrod noted he had distributed to board members a revised copy of the pay estimates, which 600 
now total 15, dated March 3. 601 
 602 
Motion by Mayor K. Smith, second by Ald. T. Smith, to approve the 15 pay estimates listed on a 603 
document dated March 3, 2020. 604 
 605 
On voice vote, motion carried. 606 
 607 
Adjournment  608 
 609 
Motion by Ald. T. Smith, second by Mayor K. Smith, to adjourn at 7:21 p.m. 610 
 611 
On voice vote, motion carried. 612 
 613 
 614 
Recorded by: 615 
 616 
Kirk Bey 617 


