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Parks and Recreation Board
of the City of Onalaska
Monday, January 27, 2020
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The Meeting of the Parks & Recreation Board of the City of Onalaska was called to order at 5:15
p.m. on Monday, January 27, 2020 at City Hall. It was noted that the meeting had been
announced and a notice posted at City Hall.

Roll call was taken with the following members present: Patric McGuane, Andrea Benco, Brian
Udermann, Connor Nagy. Ald. Dan Stevens arrived with the meeting in progress.

Also Present: Mayor Kim Smith, Parks and Recreation Director Dan Wick, Buildings Manager
Brian Babiash, Recreation Supervisor Kraig Koelbl, Omni Center Administrative Assistant
Louann Keane, Parks and Recreation Department Intern Alex Fitzgerald

Excused Absence: Ohbe Johnson

Item 2 — Approval of minutes from the previous meeting

Motion by Brian Udermann, second by Patric, to approve the minutes from the previous meeting
as printed and on file in the City Clerk’s Office.

On voice vote, motion carried.

Item 3 — Public Input (Limited to 3 minutes/individual)

Andrea called for anyone wishing to provide public input.

Steven Nott, Third District Alderperson, former Parks and Recreation Board Chairperson
2205 Quarry Lane
Onalaska

“It was a real pleasure serving with everybody here. I think this board is wonderful. This is my
14™ move. Some of you have heard this speech before; it’s not very long. I’ve been exposed to
a lot of different municipal committees, councils, what have you, across the land. Onalaska has
an extremely functional government, which is what makes it so pleasurable to be on these boards
and committees. I’'m going to miss it. Thank you.”

Andrea called three times for anyone else wishing to provide public input and closed that portion
of the meeting.

Consideration and possible action on the following items:

Item 4 — Election of Officers

Reviewed 1/30/20 by Dan Wick
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a. Chairperson

Motion by Ald. Stevens, second by Patric, to nominate and elect Andrea Benco as Chairperson
of the Parks and Recreation Board.

On voice vote, motion carried.
b. Vice Chairperson

Andrea told board members the Vice Chairperson is responsible for attending Plan Commission
meetings as the Parks and Recreation Board representative if she is unable to do so.

Ald. Stevens noted Brian Udermann has the longest tenure on the Parks and Recreation Board
and asked him if he is interested in serving as Vice Chairperson.

Brian Udermann said he is not interested in serving in that capacity.

Motion by Ald. Stevens, second by Patric, to nominate and elect Connor Nagy as Vice
Chairperson of the Parks and Recreation Board.

On voice vote, motion carried.

Item 5 — Recommendations on future of QOak Park #5

Dan noted a copy of a memo written by City Attorney Amanda Jackson regarding Oak Park #5 is
included in their packets and told board members the city has two options:

e The city may keep the park and maintain it in its current state, or explore alternative
natural landscapes that may be less costly for long-term upkeep.

o Ifthe city desires to offer the park for sale, city staff would continue under the framework
of State of Wisconsin Statute 66.1025 to seek the necessary approvals. Per Amanda’s
memo, it is recommended that if the city desires to offer Oak Park #5 for sale that the city
take the position that the park land would be first offered to neighboring abutting
property owners for sale. If no one was interested, it would be offered to the general
public.

Dan noted individuals who reside near Oak Park #5 are attending this evening’s meeting and told
them Andrea will recognize them if they wish to comment.

Ald. Stevens said that while he is inclined to follow the second option and offer Oak Park #5 for
sale, he first will welcome input from the residents, who he said appeared amenable to the city
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selling that parcel (individuals who reside near the park had attended the October 28, 2019 Parks
and Recreation Board meeting and provided feedback at that time).

Andrea welcomed feedback from the residents.

Kimberly Page
2100 Craig Lane West
Onalaska

“My whole back property line abuts to the park. Janet and Chuck Devine are also here, and
[also] Mike Smith. All of our properties, the whole back, abuts to the park. I do know Mike
Smith is in favor of purchasing it himself. He’s talked about [purchasing] the whole thing or
[part of it]. ... If you were to offer it for sale, or it was something that it wasn’t going to go to
one of us, I would like to see it put into trees and grass. That way you won’t have to do anything
with it. But I do know Mike has [said] he would purchase the whole piece of property. He
already [has] access to it. When we talked about this [last] fall, that access is very narrow. To
sell it to anybody else, it’s not even wide enough for a driveway.”

Dan complimented the residents in the neighborhood for their assistance throughout the process,
noting an open house had been held and city staff had collected email addresses from the
residents.

Ald. Stevens asked Dan to describe the process involved with selling Oak Park #5 if it goes to
market, adding he assumes the city cannot just sell the parcel to Mike Smith.

Dan told Ald. Stevens he believes Amanda is best suited to address that topic and said, “I think
we need a direction of what we want to do, and I think we would work through that process. I'm
only assuming here, but [I’'m assuming we would] do some sort of sealed bid [from] any adjacent
property [owners]. ... But we have not gone down that road because wanted to see which
direction this board wanted to [take].”

Ald. Stevens said he assumes the details can be finalized prior to the next Common Council
meeting if the board decides to sell Oak Park #5.

Dan said Amanda told him it could take up to six months for the process to be finalized, and he
promised board members they would be kept informed of where the city was in the process. Dan
also noted the Common Council ultimately would render the final decision.

Andrea asked if the neighboring property owners still could submit sealed bids.

Dan noted city staff had discussed this option with the neighboring property owners and said,
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“Because of what Kimberly said about the property and access, it would only make sense to go
to the neighboring properties.”

Motion by Ald. Stevens, second by Brian Udermann, to recommend that the City of Onalaska
offer Oak Park #5 parcel for sale.

Patric inquired about the following sentence in Amanda’s memo: “The property, which was
developed by several members of the Schaller family and Nerby family in the early 1970s, would
require a significant line of heirs to sign off on [selling the parcel to the city].”

Dan said he believes the city will work through the Circuit Court, noting Amanda has done
extensive research regarding locating heirs.

Patric inquired about heirs who have an entitlement to the parcel and might come forward at
some point in the future.

Dan said Amanda is working through that process and reiterated the process will take a
significant amount of time.

Connor asked if the city would return to the first option, that the city both keep and maintain Oak
Park #5, if the city does not receive fair market value in the sealed bids, or if the parcel then
would be made available to the general public.

Dan said he does not know.

Ald. Stevens said he thinks the city would accept the highest bid if there is no minimum reserve.
Dan told board members, “I think it’s too early in this process to understand.”

On voice vote, motion carried.

Item 6 — Approve the purchase of a Smithco Super Star ballfield groomer from Horst
Distributing at a cost not to exceed $8.000

Dan told board members a bid tab sheet for the ballfield groomer was included in their packets
and noted a Parks Department staff member operated a Smithco Super Star model at a previous
job. Dan noted Parks Department staff members currently utilize a unit that is a sand trap rake
and said the Smithco unit has three-wheel drive, compared to the Parks Department’s current
model that features two-wheel drive. Dan also noted the Smithco unit’s scarifier, which is
located between the wheels and the rear, is hydraulic lift, compared to the manual lift found on
the Parks Department’s current units. Dan told board members Horst Distributing has a used
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Smithco unit that was a trade-in from Shawano, and has logged 375 hours. Dan said staff
examined and operated the unit, and he told board members he is seeking their authorization to
purchase it. Dan noted $14,900 was budgeted for this item — the cost of the Smithco unit is
$7,590 — and said the Parks Department will obtain a second scarifier for the unit. The second
scarifier has been included in Horst Distributing’s quote.

Andrea inquired about the not-to-exceed amount of $8,000.

Dan told Andrea the city does not own any other Smithco units and said, “They were looking [to
see] if there were any other attachments or equipment we have ... If there is anything,
attachment-wise, or filters, belts, or anything that may be on the machine.” Dan also told Andrea

the unit will be delivered.

Ald. Stevens asked if the Parks Department’s current groomers are functional and said he
assumes the Smithco unit would be an upgrade.

Dan told Ald. Stevens the Parks Department currently has a 2008 model and said the Smithco
unit would replace that unit.

Ald. Stevens asked how the city would dispose of the old unit.

Dan told Ald. Stevens he hopes the Parks Department can keep the current unit for a couple more
years before selling it on the Wisconsin Surplus website.

Motion by Brian Udermann, second by Patric, to approve the purchase of a Smithco Super Star
ballfield groomer from Horst Distributing at a cost not to exceed $8,000.

On voice vote, motion carried.

Item 7 — Approve Water Management Assistance Program with Carrico Aquatics
Resources, Inc. at a cost not to exceed $13.100 for 2020 & $14.380 for 2021

Dan said this is the annual water maintenance contract the city has with Carrico Aquatics, noting
the city had previously bid out a five-year contract that ended in 2019. Dan said Carrico
Aquatics representatives have asked that the duration of this contract be shorter as it is difficult
to project out the cost of chemicals five years. Carrico Aquatics provides 100 percent of the
chemicals at the Aquatic Center for a lump sum price. Three different vendors received requests
for bids, and Carrico was the lone vendor to respond. Dan said this is not uncommon as Carrico
“has a niche in the market that they help almost every pool in the area.” Dan noted the city has
worked with Carrico since the Aquatic Center opened in 2005 and told board members Carrico
has provided exceptional service. Dan noted the contract price in 2019 was $11,610, and he told
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board members, “I feel very confident this is a very good value to us. We haven’t had any major
water or chemical issues at the pool.”

Ald. Stevens asked if any other changes have been made to the contract other than its term.

Dan said no and said this is Carrico’s standard contract.

Motion by Ald. Stevens, second by Brian Udermann, to approve Water Management Assistance
Program with Carrico Aquatics Resources, Inc. at a cost not to exceed $13,100 for 2020 &
$14,380 for 2021.

Connor referred to Section 2.5 under Article II: Owners’ Responsibilities and asked if
“Chemicals needed to rebalance pool after emergency draining and refilling due to Acts of God
... are not covered in this agreement” is too vague for a contract.

Dan said he believes such verbiage is standard for a contract.

On voice vote, motion carried.

Item 8 — Approve vacuum cleaner purchase from Dalco at a cost not to exceed $836.58

Brian Babiash said the Versamatic 18-inch vacuum that would be purchased is similar to the
current vacuums being utilized at City Hall, the Omni Center, and the library. Brian told board
members the Versamatic models are well-built and dependable, and also that he was surprised
Dalco’s price was lower than Amazon’s ($1,081).

Motion by Brian Udermann, second by Connor, to approve vacuum cleaner purchase from Dalco
at a cost not to exceed $836.58.

Brian Babiash told board members he had requested proposals for an 18-inch vacuum.
On voice vote, motion carried.

Item 9 — Approve Library front door closure replacement to LLa Crosse Glass Service at a
cost not to exceed $6.892.82

Andrea noted there is a typo on board members’ agendas. La Crosse Glass Service should
instead be Glass Service Center.

Brian Babiash told board members one side of the library doors has automatic openers for
handicap accessibility, and also that Glass Service Center performs a majority of the
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maintenance on aluminum exterior door frames and similar openers and closures. Brian noted
Kendell Door and Hardware performs a majority of the maintenance on the locks at City Hall,
and also that Kendell works with Best Locks from Winona, Minnesota. Brian said he had asked
both vendors to submit a bid that included replacing the openers, installing new touchpads and
automatic openers on the other side, and ensuring that both doors would function properly.
Kendell Door and Hardware submitted a bid of $9,959, compared to a bid of $6,892.82 from
Glass Service Center.

Ald. Stevens asked if the bid includes the entire front set of the library doors.

Brian Babiash said yes and told Ald. Stevens the automatic openers cost approximately $2,400
apiece.

Ald. Stevens asked, “There are no security issues with any of these?”

Brian Babiash said there will not be any security issues once the doors have been redone.

Andrea asked if the openers are push-button.

Brian Babiash said they are.

Andrea noted there are new automatic doors openers for accessibility that will key off cellphones
and said individuals who have difficulty accessing the buttons may download an app that will

trigger the door button to open the door.

Motion by Ald. Stevens, second by Patric, to approve Library front door closure replacement to
Glass Service Center at a cost not to exceed $6,892.82.

On voice vote, motion carried.

Item 10 — Approve the purchase of pipe and bases from Georgia Expo at a cost not to
exceed $3,061.59

Dan said the pipe and bases are utilized at the Omni Center and told board members the facility
does not have enough bases for pipe and drape, which is utilized to make booths. Dan noted
funds had been budgeted for this item and said Brian Babiash is recommending Georgia Expo.
The city would purchase 125 bases, 55 uprights, and 40 crossbars at a cost of $3,061.59. Dan
said, “This is just like what we have.”

Motion by Brian Udermann, second by Patric, to approve the purchase of pipe and bases from
Georgia Expo at a cost not to exceed $3,061.59.

Reviewed 1/30/20 by Dan Wick
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On voice vote, motion carried.

Item 11 — Approve the purchase of power panel for Omni Center Arena #1 from Viking
Electric at a cost not to exceed $18,620

Dan said this item was a Fund 204 item in the 2019 budget and told board members, “By the
time we were able to get it bid and the costs came back, we couldn’t shut the power off in the
building because we had ice going. It’s an item Brian has been trying to get scheduled so that
when we take ice out, we can shut the panels off and have this electrical work done.” Dan said
this goes “hand-in-hand” with what had been done in Arena No. 2 when the Omni Center was
experiencing power outages and phase work that was damaging motors in that arena, and he told
board members, “We’re trying to make the upgrades with it.” Dan noted this item is to approve
purchasing the panel, and he told board members all the area electricians were going to the same
vendor for the power panel. Dan said the city will work directly with Viking Electric so that
there are no markups, adding Wehrs Electric had submitted the lowest bid to install the power
panel. Dan noted this is a 2019 project that was carried over — funding from the 2020 budget
will be utilized.

Ald. Stevens said he will simultaneously make a motion for Item 11 and Item 12.

Motion by Ald. Stevens, second by Brian Udermann, to approve the purchase of power panel for
Omni Center Arena #1 from Viking Electric at a cost not to exceed $18,620, and also approve
the install of the Omni Center power panel to Wehrs Electric at a cost not to exceed $9,306.
Patric asked, for clarification, if the funds for this project were carried over from 2019 to 2020.
Dan told Patric he is correct.

On voice vote, motion carried.

Item 12 — Approve the install of the Omni Center power panel to Wehrs Electric at a cost
not to exceed $9.306

This item was addressed under Item 11.

Item 13 — Approve the purchase of a card printer from Amazon at a cost not to exceed
$1.081

Louann told board members the printer for Aquatic Center cards has ceased functioning and said
this card printer will replace it. Human Resources also would utilize the printer for badges, and

Reviewed 1/30/20 by Dan Wick
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it potentially could have other uses in the future. Louann noted she had spoken with IT and
verified the printer will work with both the computer and ActiveNet systems.

Ald. Stevens inquired about the number of cards that typically are printed in one year.

Louann estimated 1,200 to 1,500 and told board members the city had had its previous printer
more than six years.

Motion by Ald. Stevens, second by Patric, to approve the purchase of a card printer from
Amazon at a cost not to exceed $1,081.

On voice vote, motion carried.

Item 14 — Approve the purchase of indoor turf for the west wing of the Omni Center from
Summit Commercial Fitness at a cost not to exceed $20,051.40

Dan said city staff had examined other facilities that utilize similar products, including the
Recreational Eagle Center on the UW-La Crosse campus. Dan told board members the
Milwaukee Wave professional indoor soccer team utilizes the same product that is before them
this evening. Summit Commercial Fitness had submitted a bid of $20,051.40 for indoor turf, and
Johnson Fitness & Wellness had submitted a bid of $16,709.50. Dan told board members a
representative from Johnson Fitness & Wellness had asked him to send the measurements from
the Omni Center, and he sent them a sketch of the area in which the turf would be installed. Dan
told board members the representative from Johnson Fitness & Wellness, which is based in Eau
Claire, has never come on site. By comparison, a representative from Summit Commercial
Fitness, which also is based in Eau Claire, has come to the Omni Center twice and plans to come
to Onalaska again.

Dan said, “The biggest difference between the two proposals they have is the way they’re laying
out the turf,” and he explained that Johnson Fitness wants to lay out the turf, which comes in 12-
foot strips, the long way. Dan said doing so would not allow staff to utilize an overhead door.
Another challenge is that it might not be possible to drive on the turf. Dan said the Summit
representative is proposing to lay out the turf as such that three pieces would not be glued down,
but rather affixed to the floor with Velcro. This would allow the turf to be laid back when access
to the overhead door is needed so that certain events may enter the facility. The rest of the turf
would remain affixed to the floor at all times. Dan told board members, “When we put
SportCourt down during the summer doing dry-floor events, we need to use this access to bring
product in. We would lose that, or we would have to lay down plywood every time we’re going
to drive across it. It’s going to be easier if we can flip it up.”

Ald. Stevens inquired about a warranty.

Reviewed 1/30/20 by Dan Wick
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Dan told Ald. Stevens there is an eight-year warranty and said the Summit representative is
confident there should not be any issues.

Ald. Stevens asked how the turf would be utilized.

Dan said Kraig has submitted a grant application to obtain batting cages. Dan also noted a
traveling youth soccer group has rented the west wing from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. four evenings a
week for 12 weeks, and he said, “By adding the turf we can do more activities like that. It would
give us an opportunity from the Park and Rec to run some more activities. It’s a concrete floor
now. One big thing for hockey players is they like dry floor training locations where they can
run, kick a ball and do some things. We really don’t have that. We don’t like them to do that in
our hallways. This would give us an opportunity to have a dedicated dry floor area that they
could come in and do things.” Dan noted high school athletic programs like to utilize yoga and
said the space could be utilized for it. Dan said the plan is to choose between black or gray turf,
with gray being the likely choice.

Brian Udermann asked if the west wing is heated.

Dan said it is.

Mayor K. Smith asked how the turf is cleaned.

Dan said the turf may be vacuumed or cleaned with a hose.

Motion by Brian Udermann, second by Ald. Stevens, to approve the purchase of indoor turf for
the west wing of the Omni Center from Summit Commercial Fitness at a cost not to exceed
$20,051.40, and also to approve the installation of the indoor turf for the west wing of the Omni

Center from M3 Flooring at a cost not to exceed $8,640.

Dan said he does not to place a logo on the flooring because weddings, family functions, and
graduation parties could be held in the west wing.

Resident John Glock asked if the portions of the turf that would be affixed to the floor with
Velcro would tolerate cutting and running.

Dan said some facilities only utilize Velcro to affix the turf to the floor, and that the goal is to
make it a permanent location down. Dan noted there are samples of the turf currently at the
Omni Center and said he believes it will take two people to pull apart a 35- or 36-foot run.

On voice vote, motion carried.

Reviewed 1/30/20 by Dan Wick
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411

412 Item 15 — Approve the installation of the indoor turf for the west wing of the Omni Center
413 from M3 Flooring at a cost not to exceed $8.640

414

415 This item was addressed under Item 14.

416

417  Item 16 — Approve the purchase of a walk-behind floor scrubber from DWD Enterprises at
418  a cost not to exceed $8,700

419

420  Brian Babiash told board members staff had demonstrated scrubbers and said they are attempting
421  to clean the locker rooms with a floor scrubber. Brian said Schilling had brought a model he
422 liked; however, the vacuum was wide and it was necessary to remove the suction bar so that the
423 scrubber could fit through the door frames. Brian told board members all the scrubbers are

424  similar, but he had never seen models from DWD Enterprises, which is based in Eau Claire. A
425 DWD Enterprises representative came to the Omni Center and demonstrated two models: a

426  rotary model with two 12-inch pads, and a cylindrical model with a vacuum-type roller. Brian
427  said he researched Factory Cat, which is based in Appleton, and he told board members the

428  individuals that have utilized Factory Cat models enjoy using them.

429

430  Brian Babiash said, “The price was less than most of the other machines. It provided what we
431  needed. You could get it out of the locker rooms easier than you could with the other ones. The
432 way their machines suck the water up, it swung a little farther so you could make tighter turns
433 and not always have a puddle. ... That’s why we think that would be the best one in our setting.’
434

435 Andrea asked if this model would replace an existing model that was purchased a few years ago.
436

437  Brian Babiash said the new model would replace one that might be original to the Omni Center.
438

439 Dan noted the city had previously purchased a ride-on scrubber.

440

441  Brian Babiash told Andrea both scrubbers are utilized daily and noted a wheel is bolted on the
442 walk-behind scrubber.

443

444  Motion by Connor, second by Ald. Stevens, to approve the purchase of a walk-behind floor

445  scrubber from DWD Enterprises at a cost not to exceed $8,700.

b

446
447  On voice vote, motion carried.

448

449  Item 17 — Report from Blufflands Coalition
450

451  Dan told board members the Blufflands Coalition had met January 15 and reported the coalition

Reviewed 1/30/20 by Dan Wick
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is currently working on marketing materials that will provide information about it. The coalition
also is exploring grant opportunities for parcels of land within the area, or with which the
coalition may assist communities, and writing letters that will be sent to potential landowners.
Dan said the coalition has identified a trail that would run from Drugan’s Castle Mound Country
Club near the Village of Holmen (north) to the Town of Shelby (south). Dan said the coalition is
attempting to identify property owners and contacting them to see if they would be interested in
working with the coalition.

Item 18 — Report from Onalaska Enhancement Foundation

Dan told board members the OEF had met January 15 and noted the Fleis Nightfall Frolic will be
held Friday, April 17.

Item 19 — Director’s Report

a. Parks Update

Dan reported staff is performing snow removal and trimming trees.
b. Recreation Update

Kraig reported the following:

e Many of the basketball programs will be ending this week.

e There are approximately 1% weeks remaining in the adult volleyball league season.
Approximately a combined 30 teams are competing in the men’s and women’s leagues.

e The warming shelter has been opened on weekends at the sledding hill adjacent to the
Aquatic Center.

e The spring soccer programs will begin in March.

e A baseball/softball camp is scheduled for March.

e Tryouts for the Ona Volleyball program will be held in late February.

e Fliers for the summer adult softball program can be found on the website.

e Planning has begun for the summer programs.

¢. Aquatic Center Update
Dan reported that applications for the 2020 season have been placed online.
d. Omni Center Update

Brian Babiash reported the following:
Reviewed 1/30/20 by Dan Wick
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e The Mite Jamboree hockey tournament, which will include children from 11
communities in Wisconsin and Minnesota, will be held Sunday.

e Squirt and Pee-Wee hockey tournaments will be held in February.

e The ice will be removed from Arena No. 1 on March 1, and the ice will be removed from
Arena No. 2 on March 31.

e The LABA Home Show will be held March 27-29.

e Several dry floor events are scheduled from late March through late May.
e. Library Update
Brian Babiash reported the following:

e He is working on the LED lighting project.
e Upgrading the HVAC system is an upcoming project.

Patric inquired about the usage of the skate sharpeners that were installed at the Omni Center.
Dan told Patric one of the two machines was being utilized when he was at the Omni Center this
past weekend. Dan told board members he had received positive feedback from some of the

individuals utilizing the skate sharpeners.

Brian Udermann asked if it would be possible in the future for the board to receive an update
from Omni Center Sales Manager Tony Meyers.

Dan noted Tony presents a quarterly report to the Room Tax Commission and said he will ask
Tony to make the same presentation to the Parks and Recreation Board.

Adjournment

Motion by Ald. Stevens, second by Brian Udermann, to adjourn at 6:15 p.m.

On voice vote, motion carried.

Recorded by:

Kirk Bey

Reviewed 1/30/20 by Dan Wick



	The Meeting of the Parks & Recreation Board of the City of Onalaska was called to order at 5:15 p.m. on Monday, January 27, 2020 at City Hall.  It was noted that the meeting had been announced and a notice posted at City Hall.

