
CITY OF ONALASKA MEETING NOTICE 
 

COMMITTEE/BOARD:   Parks & Recreation Board  

DATE OF MEETING:    January 28, 2019 (Monday)   

PLACE OF MEETING:    City Hall – 415 Main Street (Room 112) 

TIME OF MEETING:     5:15 P.M. 

PURPOSE OF MEETING 
1. Call to Order and roll call.

2. Approval of minutes from the previous meeting.

3. Public Input (Limited to 3 minutes/individual)

Consideration and possible action on the following items:
4. Projects at Great River Landing

a. Dock configuration
b. Discussion regarding building along Black River

5. Report from Blufflands Coalition
a. 2018 Payment
b. Suggested Amendments to Blufflands Plan
c. Changes to the Bylaws

6. Report from Onalaska Enhancement Foundation

7. Report from Great River Landing Committee

8. Director’s Report
a. Parks Update
b. Recreation Update
c. Aquatic Center Update
d. Omni Center Update

9. Adjournment
 
 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that members of the Common Council of the City of Onalaska who do not serve on the Board may attend 
this meeting to gather information about a subject over which they have decision making responsibility. 

Therefore, further notice is hereby given that the above meeting may constitute a meeting of the Common Council and is hereby 
noticed as such, even though it is not contemplated that the Common Council will take any formal action at this meeting. 
 

NOTICES MAILED TO: 
  Mayor Joe Chilsen *Dan Stevens
*Ald. Jim Binash *Andrea Benco

  Ald. Jim Olson *Brian Udermann
  Ald. Jerry Every *Dennis Aspenson
  Ald. Ron Gjertsen *Steven Nott
  Ald. Kim Smith *Obhe Johnson
  Ald. Diane Wulf 
  City Attorney              Dept Heads 
 La Crosse Tribune       City Administrator 
 Coulee Courier 
 WIZM  WKTY  WLXR   WKBH Onalaska Omni Center 
 WLSU  WKBT  WXOW Onalaska Public Library 
*Committee Members Notices Posted and Mailed:   1/23/19 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the City of Onalaska will provide 
reasonable accommodations to qualified individuals with a disability to ensure equal access to 
public meetings provided notification is given to the City Clerk within seventy-two (72) hours prior 
to the public meeting and that the requested accommodation does not create an undue hardship for 
the City. 



Dock Live Load of 62.5 lbs/sqft 
Low Profile Dock Live Load 30 lbs/sqft 

.,!'. 

NOTICE! Read EZ Dock Limited Warranty carefully. Among other things, EZ Dock does not warrant damages, 

failures or defects caused by unauthorized modification of EZ Dock Product. and/or unauthorized anachment to/of 

EZ Dock Product. 
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/ Project Name: 
Onaloska Part IA 

Distributor Name: 
Roy llortlcip 

EZ DOCK OF THE MIDWEST 

(651) .188-89')7 

Drawn by: Ray Hart lcip 

Date: 1211112018 

DWG Name: EZMW_43445431212 

EZ Dock, lnc 
878 East Highway 60 
Monett, Missouri 65708 
Phone: 1 (800) 654-8 168 

""\ 

'\fax: (417) 235-2232 ./ 

General Notes: 

I. This drawing docs not reOect anchoring. Once sufl:icicnt informa1ion &. 
completed Propoul Request Fonn conceming wa1cr and bonom conditions 
is rccei\'t.:d. o.nchoring may be dct1iled. 

2. Note: It ii the dock owner/opcnuor's responsibility to asecr1ain und comp!)' 
with l'lll .appl icablc Federal. State, ind local laws, ordinances 11nd 
rcgula1ions, u well as all inspcc1ion. permitting and licensing rcquir('m('nll 
pcn3ining 10 1hc innalhuion. :applicuion and use ofEZ Dock products on 
lhc 0"1lcr/opcr.uor's premises. EZ Dock. Inc. assumes no duly or 
rcsponsibdi1y with rtsp«:I 10 the lcg.:ali1y or compliancy of 1hc 
o\\itcr/opera1or's ('hoscn inst3llation. applica1ion or use of EZ Dock 
prodlJCIS. 

Reference EZ Dock Owner Manual for addition:il details. 
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Dock Live Load of 62.5 lbs/sq ft 
Low Profile Dock Live Load 30 lbs/sqfl 

c·L 

NOTICE! Read EZ Dock Limited Warranty carefully. Among other things, EZ Dock does not warrant damages, 
failures or defects caused by unauthorized modification of EZ Dock Product, and/or unauthorized attachment to/of 

EZ Dock Product. 
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/ P roject Name: 
Onalaska Part IA 

Distributor Name: 
Roy llortlcip 

EZ DOCK OF THE MIDWEST 

(651) 38~-89'.17 

Drawn by: Ray lionlc1p 

Date: 1211112018 

DWG Name: EZMW _ 43445452389 

EZDock, Inc 
878 East Highway 60 
Monett, Missouri 65708 
Phone: l (800) 654-8168 

\..Fax: (4 17) 235-2232 

General Notes: 

'\ 

,I 

I. This dr..wing does 001 reflect a.nchonng. Once sufficicnl information & 
completed Proposal Request Fonn co1lCCT1ting w;atcr and bonom condition~ 
is m:ciwd, anchoring may be detailed. 

2. Note: II is the dock owna/opmuor's responsibility to asttrtain and comply 
with all applioblc federal. State, aJ\d Jocal lawi. ordinances and 
regulations. as well as all inspcc:tion. pmniuing and licensing rcquircmcnlS 
pertaining 10 tM installalion. application and use orEZ Dock products on 
the owncr/opcr.uor's premises. EZ Dock, lnc. u.~wncs no duty or 
resporu1b1li1y wi1h resp«:t to the legality or compliancy of the 
owner/opcratot's chosen insualhnion. application or use of E£ Dock 
products. 

3. Reference F..Z Dock Owner Manual for oddilional di:t:iih. 





Dock Live Load of 62.5 lbs/sqft 
Low Profile Dock Live Load 30 lbs/sqft 

NOTICE! Read EZ Dock Limited Warranty carefully. Among other things, EZ Dock does not warrant damages, 

failures or defects caused by unauthorized modification ofEZ Dock Product, and/or unauthorized auacluncnt to/of 

EZ Dock Product. 
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/Project Name: 
Om1laska Pai1 I A 

Distributor Name: 
Roy I lonlcip 

EZ DOCK OF THE MIDWEST 

(651) 388-8997 

Drawn by: Ray Hanlcip 

Date: 1211112018 

DWG Name: EZMW_43445488639 

EZDock, Inc 

878 East Highway 60 
Monett, Missouri 65708 
Phone: l (800) 654-8168 

\.Fax: (417) 235-2232 

General Notes: 

\ 

1. This drawing does not reflect ~nchoring. Once suffic1en1 infonna1ion & 
completed Proposal Request Foml conceming w aler and bottom conditions 
i! n:cei\'..::d, anchoring may be dctai lt-d. 

2. No1c: It is the dock owncr/opcrJtor's responsibility to ascenain 1tnd comply 
with all applicable Federal. State, and local laws, ordinances and 
regulations, as well as all inspection. permitting and licensing rcquircmcnls 
pertaining co the inslall:uion. application and use ofEZ Dock products on 
lhc owncr/opcr:Hor's premises. EZ Dock, lnc. assumes no duty or 

responsibility with r-cspect to the lc~3lity or complittncy of the 
0\\11er/opcrator's chosen installation. application or use of EZ Dock 
products. 

3. Rdcrcn« EZ Dock Owner Manual for additional derails. 
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Dock Live Load of 62.5 lbs/sq ft 
Low Profile Dock Live Load 30 lbs/sqft 

NOTICE! Read EZ Dock Limited Warranty carefully. Among other things, EZ Dock does not wan-ant damages. 

failures or defects caused by unauthorized modification of EZ Dock Product. and/or unauthorized attachment to/of 

EZ Dock Product. 
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' P roject Name: ' 
Onalasko Pan I A 

Distributor Name: 
Roy llonlcip 

EZ DOCK OF THE MIDWEST 

{651) 388-8997 

Drawn by: Ray flartlcip 

Date: 1211112018 

DWG Name: EZMW_43445498205 

EZDock, Inc 
878 East Highway 60 
Monett, Missouri 65708 
Phone: I (800) 654-8168 

'-Fax: (41 7) 235-2232 

General Notes: 
This drawing does not reflect anchoring. Once sufficient infom1111ion & 
completed Prvpos.:il Rl-qucst Fonn concerning w:ucr and bottom conditions 
is n:ccivcd. anchoring m;iy be detailed, 

2. Note: It is the dock owner/operator's responsibility to asccrhtin 1md comply 
with :all :ipplic11blc Federal. Stile. and local laws. ord inances and 
regulations. as well as all inspection. permitting and licensing requirements 
per1aioin& 10 the installation. application and use orEZ Dock products on 
the o·wncr/opcralor's premises. EZ Dock. Inc. assumes no duty or 
responsibility w11b r~pect 10 the lei!a lity or compli::incy of the 
owner/ope1.1tor"s chosen instnll:nion. application or use of EZ Dock 
products . 

3. Reference.: EZ Dock Owner Manual for :tdd11ional dcroils. 
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#4-b
Wick, Dan 

From: Aspenson, Katie 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Friday, September 14, 2018 2:28 PM 
Wick, Dan; Holter, Jarrod; Rindfleisch, Eric 
RE: Onalaska Great River Landing 

Hi Dan, Jarrod, & Eric: 

I reached out to the WDNR to discuss floodplain zoning and with our legal counsel concerning the structure as it stands 
today. 

Option 1: The structure is considered "non-conforming" . In order to determine the amount of funding that may go into 
the structure, an appraisal would need to be completed and up to fifty (SO) percent of the value may be rehabilitated. 
Building permit(s) would be required prior to construction activities. 

Option 2: The existing structure may be removed with a Demolition Permit and another structure may be installed 
provided the following occur: 1) Obtain a Conditional Use Permit . 
2) Obta in a building permit prior to construction. 
3) Bu ilding may not be located in the Floodway, it may only be constructed in the Flood Fringe District. 
4) The first floor of the structure would need to be filled to floodplain elevation and any mechanicals wou ld ·need to be 
installed at 2 feet above floodplain elevation. 
5) Building wou ld be considered an "accessory structure" for use of storage of materials - provided they are not 
flammable - kayak, fishing equipment, etc. 

The WDNR does not issue permits for structures in t he flood fringe, rather they are a review body if the City should wish 
t o utilize them to review permits/plans/ etc. 

If you have any other questions, please let me know. 

Thank you, 

Xatie 

Katie Aspenson, AICP 
Planner I Zon ing Inspector 
City of Onalaska 
415 Main Street 
Onalaska, WI 54650 
P: 608-781-9590 
F: 608-781-9506 
E: kaspenson@cityofonalaska.com 

From: Wick, Dan 
Sent: Thursday, August 30, 2018 10:25 AM 
To: Aspenson, Katie 
Subject: FW: Onalaska Great River Landing 
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Date: December 5, 2018 

To: City of Onalaska 

415 Main Street 

Onalaska WI 54650 

Re Bluffland Coalition Invoice 

Dear City of Onalaska; 

The Bluffland Coa lition would like to thank you for all of your support. The centra l objective of the 

Bluffland Coa lition is to acquire and conserve more land for future generations to enjoy the unique 

landscape of the La Crosse area. Where there is va lue, there is a price. The Bluffland Coa lit ion would 

soon go extinct if it was not for the generosity of organ izations such as the City of Onalaska. This is a 

reminder and invoice for the amount of money that you have obligated to the Bluffland Coalition. 

Invoice 

Tota l Annua l Investment Commitment $18000. 

Tota l Commitment to Fund Coalition Staffing and Initiatives $7200 amount owed 

Thank you for your support . 

. ·~4i:-~ ~-:-.?;-2 ____ ... -- -, 
.L ~ 

Josh Blum 

Vice Chairperson of the Bluffland Coalition 

jmarcon
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Recommended Amendments to: The Blufflands Plan 

1. On page 30 Target Criteria 
Land should be acquired on a voluntary bases between willing parties. It is not the 
intent of The Bluffland Coalition to acquire land through adverse possession. It 
should be agreed upon, by the Coalition that fee simple acquisition, or easement acquisition will be done 
in good faith with willing landowners.  

2. Wording of Exhibit B 

A. Add Clarity to the term “Mixed Use” 

Current Wording:  The centerpiece will be the “La Crosse Blufflands Trail” a shared use route extending 
unbroken from the south end of La Crosse to Onalaska, and eventually north of Holmen.  

Recommended Change:  The centerpiece will be the “La Crosse Blufflands Trail” a shared use trail open to 
hikers, bikers and other silent sport activities, extending unbroken from the south end of La Crosse to 
Onalaska, and eventually north of Holmen. 

B. Add an additional Blufflands Plan Goal: “Complete Sustainability” 

In order to pursue Complete Sustainability when planning and implementing the activities within the 
Blufflands Plan, the Blufflands Coalition will strive to accomplish social, environmental, and economic 
sustainability.  As these are all interconnected, one aspect of Complete Sustainability cannot be achieved 
without the other two.  

Social Sustainability: social sustainability is the idea that future generations should have the same or 
greater access to social resources as the current generation, while there should also be equal access to 
social resources within the current generation. 

• Reduces User Conflict 
• Reduces informal and unauthorized trails 

• Fulfills management objectives 
• Engages all stakeholders 

Environmental Sustainability:   is defined as responsible interaction with the environment to avoid 
depletion or degradation of natural resources and allow for long-term environmental quality. 

• Provides resource protection through the identification of rare and threatened species and of 
environmentally sensitive areas, and by avoiding those areas when planning Bluffland activities. 

• Provides resource protection by keeping trail density low, with a low trail area compared to the 
area of the resource  

• Provides resource protection through the implementation of high quality design and build 
standards  

Economic Sustainability:   is the term used to identify various strategies that make it possible to use 
available resources to their best advantage. The idea is to promote the use of those resources in a way 
that is both efficient and responsible, and likely to provide long-term benefits. 

• Provides a valued user experience while minimizing future maintenance needs 

#5-b
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Recommended Amendments to: The Blufflands Plan 

C. Incorporating SHIFT 7 Principles into the Bluffland Plan 

Background   During the 2014 SHIFT Festival, The SHIFT Roundtable on Land Conservation, 
Wilderness Advocacy & Human-Powered Outdoor Recreation, which sought to develop 
stronger partnerships between natural allies for the benefit of conservation, identified the 
reduction of division among such allies as a key to successful conservation efforts.   

In June 2015, The Conservation and Recreation Summit, held in Grand Teton National Park at The Murie Center, 
used this observation as the starting point for a conversation between fifteen outdoor recreation enthusiasts, 
conservation advocates and public land managers who had convened to explore ways to better protect America’s 
outdoor heritage. 

The participants, who came from the three interest groups in roughly equal proportion, agreed that a set of 
principles that served as a unified framework for natural allies would reduce internal conflict and increase success 
in the protection of our public lands, waters and wildlife. At the Summit’s conclusion, the participants therefore 
proposed six Principles for Advancing Outdoor Recreation and Conservation. 

In 2016, Colorado Parks and Wildlife adopted what they referred to as the “SHIFT Principles,” adding a key 
component that acknowledged the role private lands play in full-landscape solutions. In September 2017 the 
Principles were updated to recognize the importance of two other elements omitted in the original Principles: urban 
areas, where most Americans live; and the effort to make outdoor recreation, conservation and public lands relevant 
and accessible to all Americans. 

Why These Principles?          Outdoor recreation in natural settings is and always has been an indispensable part 
of conservation. Active engagement with the outdoors has produced some of the country’s most inspiring 
conservation leaders. Our natural places and the recreational activities they provide are essential to us mentally, 
spiritually, and physically. By immersing people in the natural world, outdoor recreation builds support for 
conservation of the places we come to love and helps to develop the next generation of stewards. Outdoor 
recreation offers a remarkable opportunity to reinvigorate conservation efforts by engaging younger generations 
and diverse populations. 

Outdoor recreation adds economic stability, diversity, resilience, and prosperity to communities across the country 
while creating a broader constituency for protecting our natural resources.    Outdoor recreation is a sustainable 
enterprise, the third largest economic sector in the United States, and fosters human health and well-being. 

When unmanaged or poorly managed, outdoor recreation can adversely affect our public lands, as well as the 
quality of experiences and the numerous benefits they provide. The rapid growth of recreational use on public land, 
and the evolving nature of this use, often raises concerns that the quality of the lands and waters on which this 
recreation depends is being degraded. It also stresses the integral relationship between conservation and recreation. 

The set of principles that follow, which has been informed by numerous historic and ongoing efforts on the issue, 
aims to guide collaboration among outdoor recreationists, conservationists, and public land managers and serve as 
a starting point for collective, strategic conversations and actions to protect our lands, waters and wildlife; shall be 
inserted into the Blufflands Plan. 

 

 

 

  



Recommended Amendments to: The Blufflands Plan 

SHIFT Principles For Advancing Outdoor Recreation And Conservation 

1. Outdoor recreation and conservation require that a diversity of lands and
waters be publicly owned, available for public access, and well-stewarded. The 
uniquely American public land heritage is a privilege and a birthright. Stewardship 
of our public lands – including waters and wildlife – is our responsibility. 

2. Recreation and conservation need each other. Both are beneficial to local economic well-being, quality
of life and personal health. Outdoor recreation helps people understand the importance of healthy, intact 
ecosystems, which builds support for their protection and stewardship. Conservation protects the natural 
resources and wild places upon which outdoor recreation depends. Responsible recreation – which fosters 
and is informed by a conservation ethic while promoting diverse, inclusive and next-generation 
engagement – is essential for future protection and use of our public lands. 

3. The future of our public lands depends on support from all Americans. Outdoor recreation and
conservation must reflect, respect and value the demographic and cultural diversity of our country in 
order to engage a coalition of stakeholders broad enough to insure the health and wellbeing of our public 
lands. This requires that public lands be inclusive, relevant and accessible to all, regardless of ability, race, 
socioeconomic status, gender identity, or sexual orientation, and include the 85% of Americans who live 
in urban areas as well as the private landowners whose lands provide connectivity and full-landscape 
solutions. 

4. Outdoor users are responsible for avoiding and minimizing the impacts of their use across the places
they recreate and the larger landscape. All recreation has impact. Ethical outdoor behavior that 
demonstrates respect for lands, water, and wildlife and that respects the value of connecting all people 
to the outdoors is critical and must be developed in all users and in future generations. 

5. Proactive, professional planning and management, combined with public education, is necessary to
care for the land and provide a diversity of quality recreation opportunities. Active public engagement 
in crafting solutions is necessary to ensure solutions are fair and can be effectively implemented. To make 
better decisions about which activities are best suited for which locations and provide a spectrum of 
opportunities to serve diverse interests, a broad landscape approach is necessary in order to meet both 
conservation and recreation needs. 

6. Physical, biological and social science must inform the management of recreation. Management
decisions should be grounded in the best available scientific information to ensure the protection of wild 
areas and the sustainability of resources while maintaining and enhancing the quality of outdoor 
recreation experiences. 

7. Stable long-term funding and creative management solutions are essential to protect the
environment and support outdoor recreation. Reliable and consistent funding is essential to protect 
natural resources and manage outdoor recreational experiences. Funding levels must be proportionate 
to the economic and public health benefits of outdoor recreation and a healthy environment. Land 
management agencies need adequate funding from federal, state, and local sources. This must be 
supplemented by (but not replaced by) new and non-traditional funding from private and non-profit 
sources. 
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BYLAWS OF THE BLUFFLANDS COALITION 
__________ 20198 

ARTICLE I – Name 
The name of this Coalition shall be the Blufflands Coalition and shall hereafter be referred to as the 
Coalition. 
ARTICLE II - Objective 
The objective of this Coalition shall be to develop and maintain a long-range Blufflands plan for the 
La Crosse/La Crescent Area and to conduct other area-wide planning as it deems necessary. The 
Coalition will establish an exceptional network of contiguous protected lands and recreational trails 
throughout the La Crosse-La Crescent region. Our cooperative efforts will enhance the health of 
residents, visitors, natural ecosystems and our local economy. 
ARTICLE III - Members 
There shall be ________ Voting Members including the appointed members from all parties that 
have signed the Blufflands MOU.  Any organization may apply for Coalition Membership at any 
time.  The coalition will review the application to ensure that the applying organizations mission is 
consistantconsistent with the Mission of the Coalition.  The Coalition will vote on accepting the 
application for membership at the May and September meetings of the Coalition.  All members shall 
have equal rights and privileges to vote and hold office. A Voting Member may appoint one primary 
representative and one dDesignated aAlternate, who may represent the respective partyVoting 
Member at Coalition meetings and vote in the absence of the Voting primary representativeMember. 
ARTICLE IV - Officers 
The officers of the Coalition shall be a Chairperson, a Vice-Chairperson, and a Secretary/ Treasurer. 
They shall be Voting Members and perform the duties prescribed by these Bylaws and by the 
parliamentary authority (see Article VIII). The officers shall be elected by ballot to serve for two (2) 
years. Election of officers shall take place at the regular May meeting of the Coalition in each odd 
calendar year.  
ARTICLE V - Meetings 
The Coalition shall hold regular meetings at least six times per year, and as needed. Special meetings 
can be called by the Chairperson and/or shall be called upon the written request of three (3) Voting 
Members of the Coalition. The purpose of the meeting shall be stated in the call, and, except in cases 
of emergency, at least three (3) days’ notice shall be given. Any Voting Member may have items 
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placed on a future agenda of any regular or special meeting of the Coalition. Agenda items may be 
added by the Coalition Staff member relating to applicable Coalition business. One more than half of 
the total of Voting Members or Designated Alternates of the Coalition shall constitute a quorum. 
 
ARTICLE VI – Sub-Committees 
The Coalition may at any time form sub-committees to forward the mission of the Coalition.  The 
membership of which sub-committees shall be established by Resolution. Other special Committees 
may be created as needed by resolution. Each Committee may enact Bylaws meeting policies which 
must first be approved by the Coalition.  
ARTICLE VII – Staff 
The Staff shall serve as a resource to any Coalition voting member provided that the assistance 
requested does not materially affect the staff’s ability to perform his or her regular duties. Staff may 
apply for grants only with prior Coalition approval, and no grant funds shall be expended until the 
Coalition has approved accepting the grant. 
ARTICLE VIII - Parliamentary Authority 
The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the 
Coalition in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with the 
Bylaws and any special rules of order the Coalition may adopt. 
ARTICLE IX - Amendment of Bylaws 
These Bylaws can be amended at any regular meeting of the Coalition by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of 
Voting Members Membersor Designated Alternates, provided that the amendment has been 
submitted in writing at the previous meeting. 
ARTICLE X – Voting Member Responsibilities 
All Voting Members must attend meetings regularly.  If it is not possible for a Voting Member to 
attend, you must contact Bluffland Coalition staff or Officers to announce your excused absence.  If a 
Voting Member has unexcused abscensesabsences more than three times per calendar year, the 
Coalition Members should consider revoking Membership 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Approved by the Blufflands Coalition on _______________ 2018  

 
THE BLUFFLANDS COALITION 
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__________________________________________ 
Chairperson 
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