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EST. 1851 

 
 
 
 

CITY OF ONALASKA MEETING NOTICE  

 
COMMITTEE/BOARD: Park & Recreation Board   

 

DATE OF MEETING: September 23, 2019 (Monday) 
 

PLACE OF MEETING: City Hall – 415 Main Street (Room 112) 
 

 TIME OF MEETING: 5:15 PM   

PURPOSE OF MEETING 
 

 

1. Call to Order and roll call 
 
2. Approval of minutes from the previous meeting 
 
3. Public Input (Limited to 3 minutes/individual) 
 

Consideration and possible action on the following items: 
 
4. Request to use a City Park for K9 Frisbee Toss and Fetch League 

 

5. Presentation on Americans with Disability Act (ADA) Accessibility and Transition Plan  
 

6. Review Rowe Park Master Plan Draft 
 

7. “Nature’s Backyard” sculpture dedication on September 24th from 5:15pm to 7:00pm at the Great River Landing  
(FIO) 
  

8. Public information meeting regarding Oak Park #5 will be on October 9th from 5:00pm to 6:00pm (FIO) 
 

9. Report from Blufflands Coalition 
 

10. Report from Onalaska Enhancement Foundation  
 

 
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that members of the Common Council of the City of Onalaska who do not serve on the Board may attend this meeting 
to gather information about a subject over which they have decision making responsibility. 

 

Therefore, further notice is hereby given that the above meeting may constitute a meeting of the Common Council and is hereby noticed as such, even though it 
is not contemplated that the Common Council will take any formal action at this meeting. 

 

NOTICES MAILED TO: 
   Mayor Joe Chilsen  *Patric McGuane    
    Ald. Tom Smith    *Andrea Benco             
     Ald. Jim Olson     *Brian Udermann         
 * Ald. Dan Stevens - Chair   *Vacant             
    Ald. Diane Wulf   *Steven Nott             
    Ald. Boondi Iyer   *Obhe Johnson             
    Ald. Kim Smith    
       
 City Attorney              City Administrator    
 La Crosse Tribune        Dept. Heads.     
 Coulee Courier        Onalaska Omni Center 
 WKTY  WLXR   WKBT  WXOW  WLAX   Onalaska Public Library 
*Committee Members                                                                                    
 

Date Notices Mailed and Posted: 9-18-19 
 

 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the City of Onalaska will provide reasonable 
accommodations to qualified individuals with a disability to ensure equal access to public meetings provided 
notification is given to the City Clerk within seventy-two (72) hours prior to the public meeting and that the requested 
accommodation does not create an undue hardship for the City.  
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11. Director’s Report  
 

a. Parks Update 
 

b. Recreation Update 
 

c. Aquatic Center Update 
 

d. Omni Center Update 
 

e. Library Update 
 

12. Adjournment 



Xaarki Gamerdinger 
806 Madison Street 
Onalaska, WI 54650 

09/17/2019 

Onalaska Park and Rec 
415 Main St. 
Onalaska, WI 54650 

To Whom it May Concern, 

I am writing this letter to request that the Onalaska Parks and Recreation Department consider partnering with me 
to start a K9 Frisbee Toss & Fetch league in the Coulee Region. K9 Frisbee Toss & Fetch is a competitive league 
whereby disc dog clubs from around the world get together four times a year to play in their hometowns once a 
week for 5 weeks. This is a family friendly competition where humans and dogs of all ages and abilities are 
encouraged to participate. The goal of K9 Frisbee Toss & Fetch is to provide dog lovers and their dogs with an 
opportunity to get outside and socialize with other members in their community. For more information about this 
organization you can visit the K9 Frisbee Toss and Fetch website at http://tossandfetch.com/. 

The role of the Onalaska Parks and Recreation Department would be to grant Coulee Region Disc Dog Club 
permission to play on one of the city’s parks for the winter K9 Frisbee Toss & Fetch season. This commitment 
would consist of playing one day a week for 5 consecutive weeks starting November 1st. The specific day of the 
week and times are negotiable at this time, but Sunday afternoon would be preferable due to lack of sunlight at 
this time of the year. An ideal park space would be one that is partially or fully fenced in and away from any 
major roads. It also would need to include a flat patch of grass that is at least 70 yards (65 meters) long and 30 
yards (30 meters) wide. Community Park appears to be an ideal location at this time, but we are open to 
suggestions of other available parks that meet these requirements. 

I would like to address potential concerns that I anticipate the Parks and Recreation Department may have. Pet 
waste will not be an issue and I, Xaarki Gamerdinger, would take all responsibility for cleaning up and disposing 
of any and all pet waste during league nights. Park property will not be damaged in any way as only one dog will 
be on the field at all times and all other dogs participating will be crated and/or in their owner’s vehicles. Liability 
will also not be a concern as we will sign legal waivers agreeing that the city will not be held liable for any 
injuries that may occur during league play (although it is highly unlikely an injury would ever occur). If liability 
remains a concern, the K9 Frisbee Toss and Fetch association offers Commercial General Liability Coverage. We 
anticipate that about 6 – 15 humans will be participating in winter league this year. I would like to clarify that I 
am only requesting permission for winter league (dates above) at this time. If winter league goes well, permission 
for future seasons may be discussed at a later date. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. I would be happy to meet with the Parks and Recreation 
Department for any further questions or concerns. I would also be happy to present this proposal at the city 
meeting next week. I can be reached at (608) 615-2302. I look forward to hearing back from the Parks and 
Recreation Department and possibly partnering together to provide another great opportunity to the Onalaska 
community.  

Sincerely, 

Xaarki Gamerdinger 

#4

http://tossandfetch.com/
jmarcon
Highlight



R඗ඟඍ Pඉකඓ Mඉඛගඍක Pඔඉඖ

Jඝඔඡ 2019 Pඉඏඍ 1

Aඝඏඝඛග 2019

Pකඍ඘ඉකඍඌ Bඡ:

R඗ඟඍ Pඉකඓ
Mඉඛගඍක Pඔඉඖ

Oඖඉඔඉඛඓඉ, WI

#6

jmarcon
Highlight



R඗ඟඍ Pඉකඓ Mඉඛගඍක Pඔඉඖ

Pඉඏඍ Jඝඔඡ 20192

1

2

3

4

5

6
7

8

9 10

11

12

13

14

15
16

17

18

19

22

20

21

Eචඑඛගඑඖඏ C඗ඖඌඑගඑ඗ඖඛ



R඗ඟඍ Pඉකඓ Mඉඛගඍක Pඔඉඖ

Jඝඔඡ 2019 Pඉඏඍ 3

R඗ඟඍ Pඉකඓ Eචඑඛගඑඖඏ C඗ඖඌඑගඑ඗ඖඛ

1851, Thomas G. Rowe of New York arrived at this wild and beautiful place along the banks of the Mississippi
River and named it Onalaska, after a line from a poem by Thomas Campbell entitled, “The Pleasures of Hope”

Onalaska Historic Society

In the years between 1851 and 2019, the City of Onalaska has grown to over 18,000 residents.  Thomas
G. Rowe Park is a 25-acre public open space located in the southwest corner of the City.  Rowe Park is
conveniently located off  Interstate 90 and reachable by a much larger La Crosse region within the Mississippi 
River Valley.  The site contains a large hill with panoramic views of the valley.

Rowe Park access is Hilltopper Drive, which becomes Park Drive within the facility. Hilltopper Drive intersects
with Oak Forest Drive and then Rose Street that leads to major roads and highways of the region.  Onalaska
High School is located north of Rowe Park and shares Hilltopper Drive as access to both sites.  The largest
parking lot within the park is located and shared with the High School as an overfl ow alternative.  Park 
Drive is currently a two-way park road with two internal loop systems connecting park amenities.  The park
maintenance building is located between the entrance and the larger shared parking lot.  This is an area
of traffi  c concern for Park staff  and parking lot users.  Traffi  c fl ow brings cars directly past the maintenance 
doorways and has limited views due to a high point in the access road at that location.

Rowe Park amenities range in diff ering levels of condition.  There are two shelter buildings, located east 
and west in the park, are older and heavily used.   The shelters are in good condition with some periodic
maintenance needs.  A third shelter is located next to the maintenance building and is currently serves as a
storage building.  All three consist of stone walls and park like character.

There are three restroom buildings on site.  Two are located near the shelter buildings and one by the
maintenance building and are currently in use.  The restroom buildings are older but functional.  Consideration
of maintenance or replacement of the restrooms is part of the planning of the park.

Several stone grills exist randomly around Rowe Park.  These grills vary in level of repair.  Some are in poor
condition and stones have falling off .   

Rowe Park has two areas where this is play equipment.  A grouping of equipment is adjacent to the west
shelter and spreads over a large area.  The second play area is in the center of the site in a depression
surrounded by one of the Park Drive loops.  The equipment is roughly the same age. The equipment is older
but off ers vary age level play.  Horseshoe areas are next to both shelter buildings.  

Three active areas are within the park.  A softball fi eld serves as a practice fi eld for the High School and for 
open games.  The fi eld is next to the large parking lot shared with the school.  A skate park is near the park 
entrance but does not have associated parking.  Users park in the west shelter’s gravel lot, main larger parking
area or arrive by other means.  The third areas is six tennis courts at the south side of the park, which are in
good condition and used regularly.  The Onalaska High Schools uses the park throughout the year for general
recreational classes.

A newer addition to Rowe Park is the disc golf course.  The course is limited to 9 holes and extends around the
south and east edges of the park.  The course has concrete launch pads and metal baskets required for disc
golf.

There is limited lighting at Rowe Park.  The Skate Park, tennis courts, large parking lot, and shelters have
lighting.  A sprinkling of lights are in other areas around Park Drive.  Utilities boxes are visible in several
locations such as the Skate Park and shelters.
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Skate Park4

Existing Restroom1 West Shelter2

Play Equiptment at Small Shelter3

Park Entrance Sign5 Horseshoe at West Shelter6

Benches and picnic tables are throughout the site.  The picnic tables are near the shelters.  There are trash
receptacles near park use areas and benches.

In addition to Rowe Park, the Onalaska High School recreation practice fi elds east of the park is included in 
the existing conditions.  The boundary between the uses is along a heavily wooded ridgeline.  Relationships
between the facilities along with connections to the fi elds through Rowe Park is included in the planning eff ort.   

A photographic inventory occurred in May 2019.  The following images are of the existing conditions of the
facility.  The photograph locations on the site aerial photo on page 2 correlate with numbers on each picture.
Arrows on the aerial photo show directional view of the photographic inventory.
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Disc Golf Basket7 Disc Golf Launch Pad8

Tennis Courts9

Depression at Center of Park Loop Road10

Stone Grill11 Maintenance Building12
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Large Parking Lot near Maintenance Building13

Parking Lot at East Shelter14

Sledding Hill at Large Shelter15

East Shelter16 Depression at Center of Park Loop Road17
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Onalaska High School Practice Field18

Softball Field19

Park Views20

Utilities at Skate Park21 Park Storage22
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R඗ඟඍ Pඉකඓ Sඑගඍ Aඖඉඔඡඛඑඛ 

Rowe Park is located on hilly terrain that culminates at a high point where the east shelter building sits.  The
lowest elevation in the park is near the southwest corner of the tennis courts at 681.  The highest elevation is
the east shelter at 741, totaling 60 feet of change.  The site poses some challenges to accessible walkways
and connections.  The Site Analysis diagram shows buildable slopes in green and green yellow at 0 to 5% and
5% to 10%.  The steeper grades in orange are more challenging and will require grading for any improvements
walk related.  These slopes are 10% to 15% and 15% to 20%.  The slopes shown in red are the most severe at
over 20%; these areas will require signifi cant grading for improvements.   

The sloping terrain and vegetation eff ects how the sun hits certain areas of the park.  The site slopes 
downward toward Oak Forest Drive.  Most of the site receives sun during the day hours with the exception of
the northeast corner and east slope of the ridgeline adjacent to the High School parcel.  The angle of the sun,

Site Analsys of Rowe Park and adjacent Onalaska High School Practice Fields                                                 Not to Scale

Sඑගඍ Aඖඉඔඡඛඑඛ
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in conjunction with the topography and vegetation,
play a role in planning improvements to the park in
uses as well as maintenance.

The wind direction and amount (as measure in
miles per hour, mph) is a consideration for layout
of park uses.  The wind rose from the La Crosse
airport, nearest reading meter, shows the wind is
predominantly from the northwest and southeast
running parallel to the Mississippi River.  The
heaviest winds run through the valley and are
consistent throughout the year.  The highest winds
occur during the spring season.
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R඗ඟඍ Pඉකඓ Pඝඊඔඑඋ Sඝකඞඍඡ

During the site inventory, analysis and data collection for the Rowe Park, online questions on use of the park,
likes and dislikes through SurveyMonkey is information for design consideration in concept development.  The
Parks and Recreation Department sent out a survey link to the community through department email list and
link on the City Website.  The result was over 600 responses to a list of 10 questions concerning the Park
uses.

Of the 10 questions, 6 were direct select answers and 4 contained open dialogue comment boxes.  The
following charts and corresponding responses provide insight to the public opinion.  The comment question
responses list by word associated with a high rate of commonality of desired use or insight.  For questions, 6
and 7 there are secondary bulleted items that are responses, though not as frequent, that were shared several
times.

At the fi rst public presentation, there was a review of the initial fi ndings of the survey.  The survey was open to 
participants for a 3-week window.  The following is the outcome of the survey.

Question 1
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Question 2

Question 3
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Question 4
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Question 5
What is your favorite activity in the Park and Why?

Most commented activities listed

• Walking – trees and setting
• Disc Golf – fun activity and convenient location
• Shelter Use – events, parties and quiet location
• Playground – proximity to other activities
• Tennis – well maintained and lighting
• Softball/Baseball – practices and v
• Viewing/setting
• Skate Park – Good option for kids
• The Site – Hilly, views, location, trees, and natural setting

Secondary level of activities
• Dog Walking
• Running
• Sledding
• Horseshoes

Question 6
What additions or improvements would you like to see to Rowe Park?

Most suggested improvements to Rowe Park

• Better variety of and more play equipment (toddlers)
• Improve shelters and add shelter(s)/concession
• Improve restrooms
• More benches and picnic tables
• Drinking fountains
• Improve softball/baseball fi eld and seating
• Upgraded 18 hole disc golf course

Mentioned improvements to Rowe Park

• Splash Pad
• Basketball
• Add to skate park
• Dog area
• Pickle Ball
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Question 7
When visiting parks in diff erent areas, what amenities have you seen that could be brought to Rowe Park?

Most liste site improvements

• Lighting
• Exercise equipment, climbing wall, etc..
• Splash pad
• 18 disc golf
• Water bottle fi ller/drinking fountain
• Gardens
• New restrooms
• New play equipment – creative/diff erent
• Ninja course
• Basketball
• Pickle ball
• Improved softball/baseball fi eld with dugouts, seating, etc…
• Volleyball
• Accessibility in park
• Dog park

Question 8
Do you have any safety concerns about the Park facilities?

Most responses no or little concern

Other concerns

• Dim lighting
• Smoking and other deals or drug use
• Skate park at certain times
• Fast driving through park
• Cars parked for long periods
• Crossing to library
• General aging of park
• Not accessible for all
• restrooms
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Question 9

Question 10
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Pකඍඔඑඕඑඖඉකඡ
C඗ඖඋඍ඘ගඛ
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C඗ඖඋඍ඘ග A
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Pකඍඔඑඕඑඖඉකඡ C඗ඖඋඍ඘ගඛ

MSA met with Parks staff  and Onalaska High School 
offi  cials in April 2019.  The following two preliminary 
concepts show improvements to Rowe Park from
information gathered at the meetings and input from
the public survey.  The preliminary concepts were
presented at a Park Board meeting and public forum
held in May.  Prior to the formal meeting the consultant
and Park staff  met with a local Girl Scout Troop to 
discuss the park and play equipment the group would
like to donate.

The preliminary concepts show improvements to the
site as well as inclusion of existing elements pertinent
to the park.  The elements of the park for planning
discussions are:

A   - Mඉඑඖගඍඖඉඖඋඍ Bඝඑඔඌඑඖඏ ඟඑගඐ Aඌඌඑගඑ඗ඖ

The park maintenance building is in good condition
and is suitable for expansion and improvements.  The
location of the existing park road is problematic to the
maintenance entrances and with reconfi guration of the 
access; improvements to safety can be achieved.  The
building expansion is perpendicular in both concepts.
This provides an opportunity to use the building as
a buff er between the larger parking lot and the park 
open spaces.  The shape also creates an enclosed
service yard that is easily capable of being fenced in
with relatively limited amount of materials.  There are 4
parking stalls in the concepts for park staff .   

B  - Pඉකඓඑඖඏ L඗ගඛ

The largest parking lot in Rowe Park is located east of
the maintenance building.  The existing lot has 70 stalls
(4 stalls for maintenance) which Onalaska High School
shares during the school year.  The reconfi gured 
parking lot in Concept A has 110 stalls and B 117 stalls.
The expanded number of stalls provides spaces for
higher use of the softball fi eld and new park features.  
Both concepts guide vehicles through the parking lot
from the park loop road to the High School by utilizing
indirect connections, slowing traffi  c. 

Another existing paved parking lot is located at the east
shelter on the high point near the east park boundary.
The elimination of the north loop of the Park Loop Road
creates more green space and slight reconfi guration of 
the shelter parking lot.  In both concepts, there are 39

C඗ඖඋඍ඘ග A
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C඗ඖඋඍ඘ග B
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stalls, including 4 accessible.

There are 2 new parking areas shown on the concepts.
The fi rst is adjacent to the skate park for users of the 
amenity.  Access to the lot is directly from the realigned
new park entry road.  In Concept A there are 32 stalls
and Concept B, 23 stalls including 2 accessible for
each lot.

The other new paved parking lot is for the west shelter
located in the center of the park.  The current parking
for the shelter is a graved area. In Concept A 31, a
standalone parking lot provides 31 stalls.  For Concept
B, there are 20 perpendicular stalls along the Park
Loop Road.  There are 2 accessible stalls in each
concept.

C  - Eචඑඛගඑඖඏ Sඓඉගඍ Pඉකඓ

The existing skate park is a signifi cant park element 
that is highly utilized when weather permits.  There
is no parking or restroom in the general area of the
existing skate park. In the both concepts, a restroom
structure and parking, specifi c to the skate park, 
connect directly to the amenity.

D  - S඘ඔඉඛඐ Pඉඌ

A splash pad was high on the list of desired additions
when the question of what amenities could be brought
to Rowe Park.  In both Concept A and B, the splash
pad is located near a new concessions/restroom
building that serves the softball fi eld as well.  An 
outdoor shower pedestal in conjunction with a splash
pad is often a desired element in the design.  Close
proximity of the pad to the building provides an
opportunity to house the pump and operations of the
pad within the structure.

E  - Sඐඍඔගඍක ඟඑගඐ C඗ඖඋඍඛඛඑ඗ඖඛ ඉඖඌ Rඍඛගක඗඗ඕඛ

The proposed shelter with concession and restrooms is
located between the larger parking lot and softball fi eld.  
The building footprint allows for a small concession
with storage and potential utility room for the splash
pad equipment along with 4 to 6 stall restrooms for
men and women and 1 family restrooms.

An open-air shelter space for up to 6 picnic tables also
fall within the footprint.   The sidewalk or plaza space
surrounding the building provides space for queuing of

C඗ඖඋඍ඘ග B
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the concessions, more seating, and separation from the splash pad.

F   - S඗ඎගඊඉඔඔ Fඑඍඔඌ ඟඑගඐ Sඡඖගඐඍගඑඋ Tඝකඎ Sඝකඎඉඋඍ

During interviews with Parks staff  and Onalaska High School the use and maintenance of the softball fi eld was 
a topic of discussions.  The desire to replace the natural grass with synthetic turf will provide the capability to
utilize the fi eld signifi cantly more than the current use.  There is a current trend by communities and schools to 
replace fi elds with synthetic turf.  

In both concepts, the fi eld shifts to the east to provide space for a larger softball fi eld with level ground past the 
outfi eld fence and foul lines.  The fi eld has surrounding fencing and foul ball areas required by a high school 
level facility.  With the shift into the sloping hillside to the east, the site grading will result in hillside seating in
lawn areas for spectators.

 G  - Aඕ඘ඐඑගඐඍඉගඍක Sඍඉගඑඖඏ

Shifting the softball fi eld and regrading of the hillside opens the opportunity to created terraced seating behind 
the backstop fencing for games and other events.  The concepts show grass terraces between fi xed seating, 
such as concrete or large cut stone.  These terraces are wide enough for lawn chairs or blankets.

The height of the backstop provides a space for a screen or backdrop to movies in the park or live
performances.  Multiple uses of the seating area enhances the uses of the area to more than softball.
Considerations for utility design in the planning stages opens varying opportunities for the site.

 H  - Sඓඉගඍ Pඉකඓ Rඍඛගක඗඗ඕ Bඝඑඔඌඑඖඏ

The nearest restroom for the skate park is located south of the west park shelter.  A new restroom building
with direct access to the skate park provides a facility specifi c to the site.  The existing restrooms at Rowe 
Park are in need of renovation or replacement.  A modular restroom structure is an option to provide a themed
architectural style for the park.

  I - Wඍඛග Sඐඍඔගඍක

Both existing park shelters are in good condition and well used.  The west shelter has horseshoes on the
west side of the building.  This shelter is concrete block construction with green metal roof.  The facade
color matches the stone of the older shelter at the high point in the park.  Consideration may be for façade
modifi cation to replicate the stone and relate to modular restroom design.  

 J - Wඍඛග Sඐඍඔගඍක Rඍඛගක඗඗ඕ Bඝඑඔඌඑඖඏ

The existing restroom building near the west shelter consist of concrete masonry walls with a framed roof.
Replacement with a modular unit nearer to the shelter provides direct access from parking and trails.  With
the addition of a restroom building at the skate park, the placement of this facility becomes more specifi c to 
the west shelter and adjacent uses.  The distance from the tennis courts to the restroom is slightly but the
enhancement of the trail system creates a connection between uses.

 K  - Nඍඟ Pඉකඓ Eඖගකඉඖඋඍ R඗ඉඌ

Relocation of the main park entrance is a design idea from discussion conducted with Parks staff .  The current 
entrance is the extension of Hilltopper Drive, which extends directly past the park maintenance building into the
larger parking lot.  The existing road has a high point with limited views at the maintenance building with limited
views.
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A realignment of the park entry road moves the loop connection directly to Oak Forest Drive.  The new
entrance provides an opportunity to identify and landscape the park with a boulevard road and entry sign
within the site boundary.  The existing topography between the skate park and west pavilion requires minimal
modifi cations to create a connection from Oak Forest Drive to the Park Loop Road. 

 L  - Eචඑඛගඑඖඏ Sග඗කඉඏඍ Bඝඑඔඌඑඖඏ

An existing small storage building is located next to the west of the tennis courts fencing.  The building has
space to expand and connects with the proposed trail system.

 M  - Eචඑඛගඑඖඏ Tඍඖඖඑඛ C඗ඝකගඛ

The tennis courts are a high used feature of Rowe Park.  Recent improvements to the courts include new
surface paint and a storm runoff  system.  The proposed trail system provides an opportunity to add bench 
seating to overlook the tennis courts as well as hillside vantage points along the north edge of the site.

 N   - Pඔඉඡ Aකඍඉ ඟඑගඐ Hඑඔඔඛඑඌඍ Pඔඉඡ

Improvements to play area at Rowe Park is a high request from the survey.  In Concept A the play area is
shown on top of a high point in the center of the park.  The site has large canopy trees and is relatively fl at 
on top.  Play equipment located among the tall trees provides an inviting area for the site.  The topography to
the east of the site extends downward toward the center of the Park Loop Road and is adequate in height and
slope for a hillside play area.  Hillside play is popular and mentioned in several survey responses for addition to
the park.

In Concept B, the play area splits into two site.  A large play area is located near the proposed concessions/
restroom building, splash pad and large parking lot.  The site is fl at and space for several structures for varying 
age groups.  A small play area is located next to the west shelter, replacing the older equipment sprinkles
around the building toward the skate park.  The smaller play area site off er connections with the shelter and 
proposed restroom buildings.

Poured-in-place surfacing is the preferred treatment for both the play area and hillside play surface.
Maintenance and longevity of the materials balance out the initial cost of installing poured-in-place surfaces.

 O  - Pඋඖඑඋ Aකඍඉඛ

The existing canopy trees and rolling topography in the interior of the Park Loop Road creates a setting for
picnic sites.  Tables located near the road have ease of access with perpendicular parking options along the
one-way loop.  The north side of the picnic area overlooks the south, with both locations having views outward
toward the Mississippi River Valley.  Several table locations are suitable for accessible site design.

In Concept A, the green space in the center of the Park Loop Road is open for passive use.  In Concept B,
three of the disc golf course holes separate the picnic areas.

  P  - Sඔඍඌඌඑඖඏ Hඑඔඔ

Local families and students at Onalaska High School for sledding in the winter months use a hillside east of
the east shelter.  The hillside naturally falls in slope to a small ravine.  There are a few canopy trees, mostly
small, that with removal will open the hill to a larger sledding area. One of the older stone grills is located at the
bottom of the hill.  Removal of the underutilized grill will eliminate confl icts with sledding. 
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  Q  - Eඉඛග Sඐඍඔගඍක Rඍඛගක඗඗ඕ Bඝඑඔඌඑඖඏ

As with the other standalone restroom structures at Rowe Park, the existing restroom at the east shelter has
met life expectancy.  A new prefabricated restroom building can play off  the stone façade of the existing east 
shelter building.

  R  - Eඉඛග Sඐඍඔගඍක

The east shelter is an excellent example of park architecture.  The all-stone structure is in good condition and
sets the standard for the architecture in Rowe Park.  The shelter sits on the highest spot in the park and has
views of the entire facility.

The west side of the shelter is currently the location of the parking lot.  Improvements to the site can create
a sense of arrival and friendly pedestrian spaces by separation of parking from a new sidewalk. The added
sidewalk provides an accessible route to the shelter building and restroom structure.

The east side of the shelter has open views to the wooded hillside and Onalaska recreation fi elds below the 
bluff .  Maintaining the lawn area and woodlands is an important feature of the east shelter.  

  S  - Dඑඛඋ G඗ඔඎ C඗ඝකඛඍ

Working with the existing trees the new layout provides interest without removal of the vegetation.  In both
Concepts, the course expands to 18 holes.  The placement of the launch pads allows for each 9 holes to diff er.  
The separation of the launch pads from the baskets is more standard lengths found at most disc courses.
Mixing lengths for each holes creates two 9 hole course with similar total length of play.

In Concept A the course begins near the maintenance building.  The course mainly follows the outer boundary
of the park with the last hole ending near the amphitheater seating at the softball fi eld. 

In Concept B, the course begins near the west shelter.  The course primarily stays on the eastern side of the
park. Several holes are located in the interior of the Park Loop Road.  The last hole is again at the seating of
the softball fi eld. 

  T - Mඑඔඍ L඗඗඘ Tකඉඑඔ Sඡඛගඍඕ

In the public survey, more walking opportunities score high on the list of desired additions to Rowe Park.  A
mile long system is obtainable by adding trails through and around the perimeter edges of the site.  The mile
loop trail system provides a measurable walk with distance markers along the route.  In several locations, the
trail system curves up and down slopes.  The intent is to have a fully accessible trail with maximum grades of
5%.

The trail in Concept A begins at the new shelter with concessions.  A map in this location guides walkers to the
loop system.  The trail follows the perimeter of the site and enters the Onalaska High School recreation fi elds 
on the east side of the park.  The paved trail serves the school as a recreational amenity and a connection to
the recreation fi elds.  A complete mile is accomplish once walkers return to the shelter.

In Concept B the trail also begins at the shelter with concessions.  The trail follows the outer park boundary
until it curves up to the west shelter.  The trail in Concept B stays within the Rowe Park boundary the entire
one-mile length.



R඗ඟඍ Pඉකඓ Mඉඛගඍක Pඔඉඖ

Jඝඔඡ 2019 Pඉඏඍ 25

  U  - Sඑඌඍඟඉඔඓ C඗ඖඖඍඋගඑ඗ඖ ග඗ Sඋඐ඗඗ඔ

The Onalaska High School Physical Education department utilizes Rowe Park for many activities.  The current
connections to the park is through parking lots and lawn areas.  A paved walk in both Concepts A and B
connect the High School to Rowe Park.  The walk provides a safe connection separate from parking lots and
drive lanes.
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Mඉඛගඍක Pඔඉඖ
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Mඉඛගඍක Pඔඉඖ
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Mඉඛගඍක Pඔඉඖ

A Comprehensive Master Plan is the result after
receiving feedback from the public forum.  The Master
Plan depicts park elements selected during the public
survey with the combination of the most preferred
layout from each of the Concepts.

The general site recommendation is for redesign of the
large parking lot to serve park users and to calm traffi  c 
through the site.  Additions to the park include a splash
pad, single large play area, softball fi eld with synthetic 
turf, new restroom buildings, concessions building,
realigned entrance road, expanded maintenance, 18
hole disc golf course and extensive trail system.  All
park uses are accessible.
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A

B

Uඛඍ Aකඍඉ

The following descriptions and precendent images paint a picture of future improvements that may occur at
Rowe Park over time.  The Master Plan provides a road map to implementation of park features.  The actual
layout and detailing of use areas may change and adapt to other uses as the Park changes in the coming
years.

      - Mඉඑඖගඍඖඉඖඋඍ

The elimination of Hilltopper Drive pass the
maintenance building to the large park parking lot is
preferred.  The maintenance building expansion follows
the footprint of Concept B with the screening of a
service yard with the building from Oak Forest Drive.
The service yard has space for 4 parking stalls to be
used by Parks staff .  The building expansion shown is 
doubling the current footprint.

      - Pඉකඓඑඖඏ L඗ගඛ

The confi guration from Concept B for the large parking 
lot in a square form meets the need of expansion of
stalls for new park uses and high use of the softball
fi eld.  There are 118 stalls in the parking lot with 6 
accessible.

The park access road and interior connects for the
Master Plan also conform to layout for Concept B.  The
skate park parking lot has 23 stalls, 2 being accessible.
The west shelter has 20 perpendicular stalls to the
Park Loop Road.  There are 2 accessible stalls for the
shelter.

The one-way loop of the Park Loop Road has 39 stalls
serving the play area and picnic sites.  There are 4
accessible stalls, spilt 2 and 2 for the north and south
sides of the loop.

The east shelter parking lot has 38 stalls with 4
accessible.  The east shelter lot dead-ends and no
longer continues in the second looping road.

Integrated stormwater management allows for runoff  
to fl ow into naturalized swales with native Wisconsin 
vegetation.  Stone mulch edging in certain locations
are a buff er for snow storage.   

Maintenance Building with Sign

Parking Lot with Integrated Stormwater

Parking Lot with Stone Edging
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C

D

E

F

      - Eචඑඛගඑඖඏ Sඓඉගඍ Pඉකඓ

The existing skate park remains in its current location
in the park.  The site serves the use and adaptation to
access and parking for the skate park is achievable at
the location.  Modifi cations to the utility boxes and site 
light will enhance the skate park.

      - S඘ඔඉඛඐ Pඉඌ

The community desires a potential splash pad.  The
location of the splash pad in Concept A sites the use
near the new concessions restroom building.  This
location is preferred.  The space between the large
parking lot and Park Loop Road is adequate for a
modest to large splash pad with buff er landscaping.  
Site utilities are in this location, limiting the need for
extensive utility runs.  The site is also relatively fl at for 
the hilly Rowe Park.

      - Sඐඍඔගඍක ඟඑගඐ C඗ඖඋඍඛඛඑ඗ඖඛ ඉඖඌ Rඍඛගක඗඗ඕඛ

The orientation of the shelter in Concept B serve the
needs of both the splash pad and the softball fi eld.  The 
concessions facing south open up to the splash pad
and connect to the large play area.  The restrooms on
the north side separate the building uses.  The shelter
is central to the highly active area of the park with easy
and accessible access.

      - S඗ඎගඊඉඔඔ Fඑඍඔඌ ඟඑගඐ Sඡඖගඐඍගඑඋ Tඝකඎ Sඝකඎඉඋඍ

The addition of a synthetic surface at the softball
fi eld extends the use of the fi eld while reducing 
maintenance needs of the facility.  Synthetic fi elds are 
a highly sought commodity for communities and school
districts.  Competitive synthetic fi elds are becoming 
the norm for high school softball teams.  Slight shifting
of the softball fi eld eastward provides Rowe Park and 
Onalaska High School a regulation fi eld dimension.  
Grading of the slopes to the east and south open the
site to hillside seating opportunities on the lawn along
both baselines.

Skate Park at Rowe Park

Splash Pad

Shelter with Concessions and Restrooms

Synthetic Turf Softball Field
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J

      - Aඕ඘ඐඑගඍඉගඍක Sඍඉගඑඖඏ

The grassed terraces of Concept A create an
atmosphere where blankets and lawn chairs provide
a more comfortable seating option.  The seat walls
separating the terraces are 15 to 18 inches or seat
height that provides another option sitting.

In addition to the softball games, the seating also
serves other types of events such as movies in the
park.

             - Nඍඟ Rඍඛගක඗඗ඕ Bඝඑඔඌඑඖඏඛ

Prefabricated buildings best serve these standalone
structures.  The façade of a pre-manufactures building
is easily adaptable to meet the context of a given site.
The new restroom buildings can have stone and wood
appearance to match the existing shelters.  Accessible
walks connect the restroom building to adjacent park
uses.

      - Wඍඛග Sඐඍඔගඍක

The addition of parking along the Park Loop Road
create an opportunity for the site around the west
shelter to be lawn.  The currant gravel parking lot site
is fl at and provides an area for lawn activities such 
as volleyball, badminton or other popup games.  The
connections from the new parking to the shelter slopes
slightly and the addition of pavement around the
building and proposed restroom provides accessible
links for all users.  The horseshoe area is an active
use and with modifi cations provides a much-desired 
amenity.

      - Nඍඟ Pඉකඓ Eඖගකඉඖඋඍ R඗ඉඌ

The new location for the park entrance road follow
existing topography that has a 10% or less slope.  This
minimizes the need for grading a new road into the site
while providing a maintainable access.  A boulevard
entrance road set the stage for landscape and park
signage enhancements.  The curvilinear park road
and separate access to the larger parking lot helps to
eliminate excessive speeds within the park.  The use
of speed humps in parks helps keep speed limits to 15
mph.

Movies in the Park at an Amphitheater Style Hillside

Prefabricated Restroom Building

West Shelter

Entrance Boulevard at Liberty Park, Clarksville, TN
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L

N

O

M              - Eචඑඛගඑඖඏ Sග඗කඉඏඍ Bඝඑඔඌඑඖඏ ඉඖඌ Tඍඖඖඑඛ 
C඗ඝකගඛ

The trail system plan for Rowe Park creates
opportunities to locate bench seating overlooking the
tennis courts.  Spectators have views of games from
the benches as well as the hillside north of the courts.

      - Pඔඉඡ Aකඍඉ

The play area in the Master Plan is in the location
from Concept A.  The existing site has several large
canopy trees that provide interest and shade to the
play area.  The use of poured-in-place surfacing and
proper design integrates the trees into the site with the
play structures to create a unique experience.  The
area is approximately 8,000 sf in size, which allows for
addition of equipment over time in the large footprint.

The site for the play area is a small knob with a hillside
to the east.  The hillside has a natural slope conducive
with the placement of a hillside play area.  The hillside
play has features for climbing; pulling and stepping
giving children vary experiences.  The hillside play
area surfacing in an extension of the poured-in-place
from the fl at play area above.  Integration of pathways 
from the lower elevation to the top play area provides a
fully accessible facility.

      - Pඑඋඖඑඋ Aකඍඉ

Large canopy trees and views from the interior of the
Park Loop Road creates a setting for picnicking.  The
addition of parking spaces along the interior of the
Loop Road connects to picnic tables located on high
and mid-range elevations in the park.  The upper views
are of the Mississippi River Valley from elevation 726
to 730.  The mid elevations on the south side of the
Loop Road are around elevation 715 and focus inward
to the wooded site.  The site is nearly 2 acres of open
space for passive use.  The picnic area is located near
the play areas with paved connections and views of
the equipment.

Tennis Courts

Inclusive Play Structure

Play Equiptment

Hillside Play Area
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R

Q

      - Sඔඍඌඌඑඖඏ Hඑඔඔ

A hillside band of approximately 125’ wide for sledding
is achievable with the removal of selective trees.  The
sledding hill begins at an elevation of 741 near the
east shelter restroom building and ends at the bottom
of the ravine at elevation 716.  The 25-foot drop has a
slope of 16% providing an entertaining winter activity
for Rowe Park.

- Eඉඛග Sඐඍඔගඍක Rඍඛගක඗඗ඕ Bඝඑඔඌඑඖඏ

As with the restroom building near the west shelter,
this facility has accessible walkway connections to
the East Shelter and parking lot.  The prefabricated
structures are design to meet the needs of the facility
and delivered to the site for placement on utility
prepared concrete pads.

- Eඉඛග Sඐඍඔගඍක

By expanding the patio around the East Shelter, the
user space becomes fl exible for placement of tables 
and other supplies inside and outside.  The addition
of a concrete connect to the restroom building and the
expanded patio provides accessible walkways that are
visually separate from the asphalt parking lot.

Enhancement to the existing structure are minimal
but can serve a model aesthetically to the overall
architectural standards of Rowe Park.  Some
improvements may add environmentally conscious
additions such as LED light fi xtures.  

- Dඑඛඋ G඗ඔඎ C඗ඝකඛඍ

The Disc Golf Course begins near the maintenance
building.  The course follow the Park boundary to
reduce confl ict with other uses within the central 
portions.  The route fl ows through the existing 
woodlands that add to the skill level of play.  Existing
baskets locations move and new launch pads
and signs create a high level of degrees course.
The overall length of the Disc Golf Course is at a
competition level.  An 18 hole course is achieved With
two launch pad per hole.

Sledding Hill

Delivery of a Prefabricated Restroom Building

East Shelter

Example Disc Golf Course Sign
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T

U

V

- Mඑඔඍ L඗඗඘ Tකඉඑඔ Sඡඛගඍඕ

The mile long trail begins at the new shelter with concessions and restrooms.  A map guides walkers to
the measured route.  Trail markers, at specifi c distances such as every 500’, provide measurements for 
the purposeful walker.  The looping system traverses the park, around the outer side of the Park Loop
Road with one crossing near the entrance road and another at the large parking lot.  The trail reaches the
lower elevations of the park at 685’ to the highest point at 741’.  The Mile Loop Trail is located within the
park boundaries. The maximum slope of the trails is less than 5 percent, which does not require the use of
handrails.

 - Sඑඌඍඟඉඔඓ C඗ඖඖඍඋගඑ඗ඖ ග඗ Sඋඐ඗඗ඔ

A paved sidewalk connects the softball fi eld, with direct access, to the gymnasium of Onalaska High School.  
The walk crosses the school parking lot in only one location; the rest of the route is within the open space.  The
walk provides student access to multiple recreational activities.

      - Sඑඌඍඟඉඔඓ C඗ඖඖඍඋගඑ඗ඖ ග඗ Lඑඊකඉකඡ

During the public information meeting, the addition of a connection to the library provides a link for park users
who often walk to the library. A sidewalk exists along Hilltopper Drive.  Improvements to the existing walk and
connections to Rowe Park trials provide a link to the library.

+

Mඑඔඍ L඗඗඘ Tකඉඑඔ



R඗ඟඍ Pඉකඓ Mඉඛගඍක Pඔඉඖ

Pඉඏඍ Jඝඔඡ 201936



R඗ඟඍ Pඉකඓ Mඉඛගඍක Pඔඉඖ

Jඝඔඡ 2019 Pඉඏඍ 37

Pඐඉඛඑඖඏ ඉඖඌ
C඗ඛගඛ
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1

2

Pක඗ඒඍඋග Pඐඉඛඑඖඏ

The project phasing for Rowe Park is shown as use area development zones.  The implementation timing
of the use areas depends on the funding and demand of improvements.  The phasing for the Master Plan is
based on cost of implementation for designated use areas as shown in the Phasing Diagram.  Overlaps or
modifi cations to use areas may occur overtime and improvements to the park occur.  

A schematic level contingency as well as design fees are applied to each use area cost.  The cost are based
on 2019 numbers and cost increases should be given consideration over time.  The estimates provide a base
to strategically plan and budget improvements to Rowe Park.

The follow use areas cost of improvements are as follows:

        Eඖගකඉඖඋඍ R඗ඉඌ ඉඖඌ Wඍඛග Sඐඍඔගඍක

Mobilization    $     50,000      Contingency (10%)  $     33,878
Site Civil/Stormwater   $     20,000    Design Fee (10%)  $     37,266
Erosion Control   $     15,000
Earthwork and Seeding $     33,000 Total Cost Area 1 $   409,834
Asphalt Road    $     44,100,
Concrete Walk    $     22,130
Prefab Restroom   $   100,000
Shelter Rehab   $     10,000
Parking Lot Lights - 2   $     15,000
Electric Allowance  $       8,500
Park Entrance Sigh  $     20,000
Trees - 3    $       1,050

Sub Total  $  338,780

        Sඓඉගඍ Pඉකඓ 

Mobilization    $     25,000      Contingency (10%)  $     21,525
Site Civil/Stormwater   $     10,000    Design Fee (10%)  $     23,677
Erosion Control   $       8,000
Earthwork and Seeding $     27,000 Total Cost Area 2 $   260,446
Asphalt Road    $     17,370
Concrete Walk    $       6,875
Prefab Restroom   $   100,000
Pedestrian Lights - 1  $       5,000
Parking Lot Lights - 1   $       7,500
Electric Allowance  $       8,500

Sub Total  $  215,245



R඗ඟඍ Pඉකඓ Mඉඛගඍක Pඔඉඖ

Pඉඏඍ Jඝඔඡ 201940

3

4

5

        Mඉඑඖගඍඖඉඖඋඍ Aකඍඉ

Mobilization    $     50,000      Contingency (10%)  $     69,985
Site Civil/Stormwater   $     75,000    Design Fee (10%)  $     76,983
Erosion Control   $     10,000
Earthwork and Seeding $     20,200 Total Cost Area 3 $   769,833
Asphalt Road    $       9,648
Concrete Walk    $       6,875
Maintenance Expanison  $   525,000
Electric Allowance  $     10,000

Sub Total  $  699,848

        Mඉඑඖ Pඉකඓඑඖඏ L඗ග, C඗ඖඋඍඛඛඑ඗ඖඛ, ඉඖඌ S඘ඔඉඛඐ Pඉඌ

Mobilization    $     50,000      Contingency (10%)  $   140,543
Site Civil/Stormwater   $     75,000    Design Fee (10%)  $   154,597
Erosion Control   $     10,000
Earthwork and Seeding $     57,500 Total Cost Area 4 $1,545,968
Asphalt Road    $   101,700
Concrete Walk    $       6,875
Concession/Restroom  $   800,000
Slash Pad   $   200,000
Benches - 4   $     12,000
Parking Lot Lights - 8   $     60,000
Electric Allowance  $     25,000
Trees - 3    $       7,350

Sub Total  $1,405,425

        S඗ඎගඊඉඔඔ Fඑඍඔඌ ඉඖඌ Aඕ඘ඐඑගඐඍඉගඍක

Mobilization    $     50,000      Contingency (10%)  $     81,628
Site Civil/Stormwater   $     15,000    Design Fee (10%)  $     89,790
Erosion Control   $     10,000
Earthwork and Seeding $     58,750 Total Cost Area 5 $   897,903
Synthetic Field   $   265,000
Field Base Materials   $   215,000
Field Lights    $     90,000
Concrete Seat Walls  $     84,375
Electric Allowance  $     25,000
Trees - 3    $       3,150

Sub Total  $   816,275
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        Eඉඛග Sඐඍඔගඍක

Mobilization    $     20,000      Contingency (10%)  $     13,305
Site Civil/Stormwater   $     10,000    Design Fee (10%)  $     14,636
Erosion Control   $       5,000
Earthwork and Seeding $     17,500 Total Cost Area 6 $   146,355
Asphalt Road    $     26,550
Concrete Walk    $     20,500
Shelter Rehab   $     10,000
Benches   $       6,000
Parking Lot Lights - 1   $       7,500
Electric Allowance  $     10,000

Sub Total  $   133,050

        L඗඗඘ R඗ඉඌ ඉඖඌ Pඔඉඡඏක඗ඝඖඌඛ

Mobilization    $     30,000      Contingency (10%)  $   151,331
Site Civil/Stormwater   $     10,000    Design Fee (10%)  $   126,864
Erosion Control   $       7,500
Earthwork and Seeding $     34,000 Total Cost Area 7 $1,268,636
Asphalt Road    $     64,530
Concrete Walk    $       6,875
Playground     $   637,500
Hillside Play Area  $   286,000
Benches - 6   $     18,000
Pedestrian Lights - 2  $     10,000
Parking Lot Lights - 3   $     22,500
Electric Allowance  $     25,000
Trees - 4    $       1,400

Sub Total  $1,153,305

        Tකඉඑඔ Sඡඛගඍඕ ඉඖඌ Dඑඛඋ G඗ඔඎ

Mobilization    $     20,000      Contingency (10%)  $     38,820
Site Civil/Stormwater   $       5,000    Design Fee (10%)  $     42,702
Erosion Control   $     10,000
Earthwork and Seeding $     42,500 Total Cost Area 8 $   427,020
Asphalt Trail    $     65,700
Disc Golf Improvements $     30,000
Benches - 10   $     30,000
Pedestrian Lights - 30  $   150,000
Electric Allowance  $     35,000

Sub Total  $   388,200
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