
CITY OF ONALASKA MEETING NOTICE 
COMMITTEE/BOARD: Plan Commission Sub-Committee 

DATE OF MEETING: October 9, 2018 (Tuesday) 

PLACE OF MEETING: City Hall-415 Main Street (Common Council Chambers) 

TIME OF MEETING: 4:30 P.M. 

PURPOSE OF MEETING 

1. Call to Order and roll call 

2. Approval of minutes from the previous meeting 

3. Public Input (limited to 3 minutes per individual) 

Consideration and possible action on the following items: 

4. Review and Consideration of a Conditional Use Permit application to allow the 
construction of an automotive dealership/vehicle sales/repairs facility at 331 
Theater Road, Onalaska, WI 54650 submitted by Phillip Branson of Morrie's 
Automotive Group, 12520 Wayzata Boulevard, Minnetonka, MN 55305 on behalf 
of Don Weber of Weber Holdings, LLC, 328 Front Street South, La Crosse, WI 
54601 (Tax Parcel #18-3568-36) 

5. Consideration of potential annexation requests 

6. Update on the Unified Development Code I Zoning Ordinance Rewrite Project 

7. Adjournment 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that members of the Common Council of the City of Onalaska who do not serve on the 
committee may attend this meeting to gather information about a subject over which they have decision making responsibility. 

Therefore, further notice is hereby given that the above meeting may constitute a meeting of the Common Council and is hereby 
noticed as such, even though it is not contemplated that the Common Council will take any formal action at this meeting. 

NOTICES MAILED TO: 
Mayor Joe Chilsen *Knute Temte 

* Aid. Jim Binash - Chair 
Aid. Jim Olson * *Kevin Schubert 

Aid. Jerry Every 
Aid. Diane Wulf Phillip Branson/Don Weber 
Aid. Ron Gjertsen 
Aid. Kirn Smith 

* Jarrod Holter, City Engineer 
City Attorney City Administrator 
La Crosse Tribune Dept. Heads. Plan Commission Members 
Coulee Courier FOX Onalaska Omni Center 
WK.TY WLXR WK.BT WXOW WLAX Onalaska Public Library 

*Committee Members * * Alternate Member - for City Engineer 

Date Notices Mailed and Posted: I 0-3-18 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the City of Onalaska will provide reasonable 
accommodations to qualified individuals with a disability to ensure equal access to public meetings provided 
notification is given to the City Clerk within seventy-two (72) hours prior to the public meeting and that the 
requested accommodation does not create an undue hardship for the City. 



CITY OF ONALASKA 
 

STAFF REPORT 
   Plan Commission Sub-Committee – October 3, 2018 
  
 
Agenda Item: Consideration of a Conditional Use Permit request to allow 

dealership facili ty for vehicle sales/service. 
 
Applicant: Phillip Branson of Morrie’s Automotive Group 

12520 Wayzata Boulevard, Minnetonka, MN 55305 
 

Property Owner: Don Weber of Weber Holdings, LLC 
 328 Front Street South, La Crosse, WI 54601 
 
Parcel Number: 18-3568-36 
 
Site Location: 331 Theater Road, Onalaska, WI 54650 
 
Existing Zoning:  Light Industrial  (M-1) District 
 
Background: 
The applicant is requesting a Conditional Use Permit to construct a new light motor vehicle sales and 
service facility (Morrie’s Audi VW) to be located at 331Theater Road in Onalaska.  The proposed 
development includes an approximate 25,000 square foot facility which will contain office, retail 
showroom, architectural display elements, a car wash and service facilities. On-site parking will be 
provided for new inventory, use car inventory, customers, employees, service vehicles, and loner 
vehicles. The building architecture will include aluminum composite material (ACM), masonry, and 
glass curtain wall. Hour of operation for sales, service, and maintenance will be from 6:30AM to 
9:00PM, Monday through Friday, and 7AM to 6:00PM on Saturdays.  Parts and vehicle delivers will 
occur daily with multiple parts and vehicle deliveries per day. The vehicles performing said deliveries 
will vary from full 53’ trailer trucks to box trucks and vans.  The sale of vehicles, vehicle repairs, etc. on 
a parcel in the Light Industrial (M-1) District is permitted only by Conditional Use Permit per Section 
13-5-16 (g) and pursuant to standards set forth in Sections 13-8-11.  The City has no basis for denial of 
the Conditional Use Permit, but has found a basis to impose the following conditions: 
 
Substantial Evidence Regarding Conditions of Approval: 

 
1. Owner/developer shall pay all fees and have all plans reviewed and approved by the City prior to 

obtaining a building permit.  Owner/developer must have all conditions satisfied and 
improvements installed per approved plans prior to issuance of occupancy permits. 
 
Substantial Evidence: This condition provides notice to the owner/developer that they are to 
follow procedure for orderly development in the City of Onalaska in order to promote the health, 
safety and welfare of the City.  
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2. All conditions run with the land and are binding upon the original developer and all heirs, 

successors and assigns so long as the conditional use is being actively used.  
 
Substantial Evidence: This condition acknowledges and provides public notice of the term and 
puts the owner/developer and future owners on notice that they are bound by the conditions and 
that they can continue the use as long as they follow the conditions and actively use the 
conditional use.  
 

3. Owner/developer shall abide by the City’s Ordinances, Unified Development Code and Building 
Code requirements, as amended.  

 
Substantial Evidence: This condition assures that the owner/developer understands they must 
follow the City’s Unified Development Code and Building Code which they are required to 
follow in every way and that as they are receiving the benefit of being allowed to have a use that 
is not within the standards of the City’s zoning code, failure to follow City ordinances may result 
in loss of their conditional use permit. 

 
      4.   The Conditional Use Permit shall be reviewed every five (5) years to ensure continued use. 
 

Substantial Evidence: This shifts the burden to the owner of the property to provide proof that 
the use is active and continuing. Ensuring that existing permits are still valid and being properly 
used ensures compliance with the City’s procedures and ordinances and promotes interaction and 
communication with the City which further orderly development and the health, safety and 
welfare of the City.  

 
Action Requested:  
 
As a public hearing will be held at the Plan Commission meeting, testimony based on substantial 
evidence from the public should be listened to and considered before deciding on the requested 
Conditional Use Permit application.  Only where no reasonable conditions could exist to allow the 
Conditional Use, may a Conditional Use Permit be denied. 
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Agenda Item 4:   
 

Review and Consideration of a Conditional Use Permit application to allow the 
construction of a automotive dealership/vehicle sales/repairs facility at 331 
Theater Road, Onalaska, WI 54650 submitted by Phill ip Branson of Morrie’s 
Automotive Group, 12520 Wayzata Boulevard, Minnetonka, MN 55305 on behalf of 
Don Weber of Weber Holdings, LLC, 328 Front Street South, La Crosse, WI 54601 
(Tax Parcel #18-3568-36). 

 
 

1. Owner/developer shall pay all fees and have all plans reviewed and approved by the City prior to 
obtaining a building permit.  Owner/developer must have all conditions satisfied and 
improvements installed per approved plans prior to issuance of occupancy permits.  

 
2. All conditions run with the land and are binding upon the original developer and all heirs, 

successors and assigns so long as the conditional use is being actively used.  
 

3. Owner/developer from abiding by the City’s Ordinances, Unified Development Code and Building 
Code requirements, as amended.   

 
4. The Conditional Use Permit shall be reviewed every five (5) years to ensure continued use.  

 
 

REQUEST FOR ACTION & POSSIBLE CONSIDERATION BY 
PLAN COMMISSION SUB-COMMITTEE: 
 

October 9, 2018 
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