
 
 
 
 

CITY OF ONALASKA MEETING NOTICE 
 

 

COMMITTEE/BOARD: Room Tax Commission                
 
 

DATE OF MEETING: May 29, 2019 (Wednesday) 
 

PLACE OF MEETING: City Hall - 415 Main Street (Room 112) 
 

TIME OF MEETING: 4:00 P.M.  
 
 
 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call  
 

2. Approval of Minutes from the previous meeting 
 

3. Public Input (Limited to 3 minutes per individual) 
 

Consideration and possible action on the following items: 
 

4. Election of: 
 

A. Chair 
B. Vice Chair 

 
5. Financials: 

 

A. 2019 Financials 
B. Statistics from Omni Center regarding hotel usage 
C. Approve the 2018 State Room Tax report and methodology to be used on future reporting 

 
6. La Crosse County Convention and Visitors Bureau-A.J. Frels 

 
7. Discussion and possible action regarding the funding of waterfront projects 

 
8. Set future meeting date – August 28, 2019  

 
9. Adjournment  

 
 
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that members of the Common Council of the City of Onalaska who do not serve on the 
commission may attend this meeting to gather information about a subject over which they have decision making responsibility. 
 

Therefore, further notice is hereby given that the above meeting may constitute a meeting of the Common Council and is hereby 
noticed as such, even though it is not contemplated that the Common Council will take any formal action at this meeting. 
 

 
 

NOTICES MAILED TO: 
   Mayor Joe Chilsen  *Erik Sjolander  Baymont Inns & Suites 
   Ald. Tom Smith  *Shawn McAlister  Comfort Inn 
  Ald. Jim Olson   *Jason Lund   Hampton Inn 
*Ald. Dan Stevens  *Peter Boese  Holiday Inn Express 
  Ald. Diane Wulf    Lake Motel 
  Ald. Kim Smith     Lumber Baron Inn  
  Ald. Boondi Iyer    MicroTel 
City Attorney           City Administrator  .  Onalaska Inn 
La Crosse Tribune    Dept Heads.    Shadow Run 
Coulee Courier        Stoney Creek Inn 
WKTY  WLXR   WKBT  Onalaska Omni Center   
WXOW  WLAX    Onalaska Public Library   
*Committee Members   

Date Notices Mailed & Posted:  5-20-19 
 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the City of Onalaska will 
provide reasonable accommodations to qualified individuals with a disability to ensure equal 
access to public meetings provided notification is given to the City Clerk within seventy-two 
(72) hours prior to the public meeting and that the requested accommodation does not create an 
undue hardship for the City. 
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Account 

Fund: 650 -TOURISM 

Assets 

650-21533 

;;J~o-21534 
650-21535 

'>[;·-~50'21540 
650-21560 

r'\'1650-21570 

650-21571 

;650-21572 

650-21573 

:'650-21581 

650-21700 

650-21800 

650-2182Q 

650-22400 

650-22900 

650-23900 

650-239Ql 

·_650-2520Q 
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City of Onalaska 

Name 

WRS NET PENSION ASSET 

, 'i~;~~:!ip;E~s.sr5;,'.'.l~,;;;:::J[-'.~ 
DEF. OUTFLOW-WRS PENSION-CONTRIBL 

.• e.EFERRED ouffl;~o/?W°~~:~fl.E@::. 
Total Assets: 

.CAN~ER INS_ j .'. , 

HEALTH/DENTAL/LIFE INS PREMIUMS 

MEDICAL & DEP CARE~ SEcf: 125. 
, ' ', - ~ ,, ~ ' >..~ ~.,;,,, ,,. ' • 

WI-RETIREMENT SYSTEM (P.T.EE) 

l(f'JITEDWAX.· . . _ 
COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION W/H 

UNION DUES 
,_;: ' 

LOCAL 150 UNION DUES W/H 

- 1sT;f1N~NCIAL svbs;

DEFERRED COMPENSATION 

suP;PoRT PAYMENTS'•, 

ACCRUED WAGES 

· AC¢UMULATED EMPLOYEE B~NEFIT(Vf\C 
ACCUMULATED EMPLOYEE BENEFIT (SIC~ 

ACCRUED INTEREST 

CURRENT PORTION OF LONG-TERM DEBT 

WRS PENSION LIAB .. 

WRS LRLIF LIABILITY 

DEFERRED INFLOW-WRS PENS.ION 

Balance 

0.00 

0.00 

J· .. ~;C/,.,90 
0.00 

i-··;_o.oo 

0.00 

-''O.pq: .. , 
0.00 

·- 0.00 " 

0.00 

1,4~3.89 

12,295.42 

;11,644.30. 
99,045.00 

643.00 
0.00 

2;69i.OO 

Balance Sheet 
Account Summary 

As Of 05/13/2019 
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Balance Sheet 

Account 

650-27100 

Equity 

650-34100 

Total Revenue 

Total Expense 

Revenues Over/Under Expenses 

5/13/2.019 l :35:34 PM 

Name 

ADVANCE FROM MUNICIPALl1Y 

Total Liability: 

FUND BALANCE 

TOURISM VEHICLE 

DESIGNATED - UW-L STADIUM 

RESTRICTED FOR WRS PENSION 

Total Beginning Equity: 

Total Equity and Current Surplus (Deficit): 

Balance 

1,785,000.00 

Rlr&lllll~--
1,940,782.97 

785,434.83 

0.00 

0.00 

2,470.00 

795,661.43 
143,847.02 

93,191.17 

50,655.85 

846,317.28 

Total Liabilities, Equity and Current Surplus (Deficit): 2, 787 ,100.25 

As Of 05/13/2019 
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Fund: 650 - TOURISM 

City of Onalaska 

Original 
Total Budget 

Current 
Total Budget 

Budget Report 
Account Summary 

For Fiscal: 2019 Period Ending: 05/31/2019 

Period 
Activity 

Fiscal 
Activity 

Variance 
Favorable Percent 

(Unfavorable) Remaining 

DONATIONS - TOURISM 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00% 650-00000-48535 

i6sofooaoo:49:J.si:;~ 
t;:., .• _._,,. •. d •• 1~~01:· ·· ~~:(~~l~~tj~~EM~IfJI9t~t~;iJff~~:.1!""•~""'.j""'.,;_·Jl'"": """''' .. "'"{-'-·.1·-'-·._o;_:o_o-'.""••""'·.:'"":··-·~;•-'-+""i1 _.~'""·.b-',9""'0-' .. ,""'.-' .• -""' •. '"'-. -'--1_;_0~,o'--o"'-.'---'-·-·;,_·£-'-;··1-'.:;-';~-~~:o-''.lO~o-'-';""'";f-'-.~·-P~"'-i:_•~~~I--••:~+:~·-'~ .. ~o;_o_O.""":!;-'-r.'--''""':o;_;o-'·o-';%'--.o 

Expense 

650-51900-110 

t6.~d-5~9o'o'126 
650-51900-121 

:SSO-Si900-124 
'"""'' _,,,, ',,,,,. 
650-51900-125 

;,~~9?§.~99_6-12G 
650-51900-127 

.~q':~~~9CM5() 
650-51900-151 
;55o~sisoo-1s2 

650-51900-153 

:~.50-51900:154 
650-51900-22Q 

:sso-51900-221 

650-51900-2;§ 
:650-51:900-240 

650-51900-241 

650-51900-243 

650-51900-2.:14. 

oso-51900-290 

650-51900-291 

6SO-S1900-301 
650-51900-303 

:650-51900-310 
650-51900-311 

6Soc519o_0-312 

650-51900-3.ZQ 

650-51900-323 

650-51900-3~ 

650-51900-'.:1211 

g~-51900:.l.~-~ 

5/13/201 C) 1 :JS:S8 PM 

Revenue Total: 732,675.00 732,675.00 4,419.34 143,847.02 -588,827.98 80.37 % 

OVERTIME - REGULAR 

OVERTIME - PERM PT 

DENTAL INSURANCE 

•... 't!£'rt~~P:-ri@£~·:}.;L:~,:~ }::. 
WATER/SEWER/STORM WATER 

.... •i•)~~~~CtRiS&.~§~· 2 ~~::·;~.: •. ;·:· 
PHONE/INTERNET/CABLE 

s~F'&J{\Jtr0AJNT~~e;'Ncf. .. C:9fl!J~ 
EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE CONT 

LE~SES 
WEBSITE 

. 6T8~Rfo'N:r.F0ctlJALS~~vi~~s. 
TRANSCRIPTION CONTRACTUAL 

~A~~Sj:A~· 
CDA MGMT - % TO CITY & OMNI 

OFflCE s.ul'Pl.I~~ 
POSTAGE 

COPY USAG~.ll(.~APER 
SUBSCRIPTIONS & DUES 

GENERAL ADVERTISING .. 

RECRUITMENT 

SEMINAl\S, .CONF & TRAVEL 

BIKE TRAIL MAINTENANCE 

0.00 

0.00 

94.00 
. 1~!:00 

1,500.00 

j,000:00 
1,900.00 

: 400.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

. 296,315.00 
200.00 

.10.00 
0.00 

50.00 
25.00 

ido.oo 
250.00 

0.00 

50.00 

0.00 
0.00 

0.00 0.00 

,•:zzi>7~.R~:~: .i..:/: ~::1~,t:~.~)i~ 
0.00 0.00 

:::,_::··. ~~,gs~:q9·z·,, 
94.00 

14:q~ 
1,500.00 

,;~;o·oo:ob 
1,900.00 

400.()() 
0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

296;315.00 

200.00 

.io.oo 
0.00 

50.00 
25.00 

100.00 

250.00 

0.00 

50.00 

0.00 
0.00 

0.00 

79,14··· 
46.27 

tj'.'oo 
0.00 

o.ob 
0.00 

o.ob · 
0.00 

0:00; 
0.00 

o,oo 

.~:~~© 
0.00 

O,OQ 
0.00 

o.oo 
0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

"" 0.00 
rtrt•"~ 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

30.16 

'i~~. 
679.02 

j!~~~;0,9;. 
556.31 

. <3.~2.lo 
0.00 

- . ·9.90 

0.00 

'33,25~:4.7 
36.01 

. ,:0:00.~ 
0.00 

·-i9;58: 

0.00 
"6.17. 

100.00 

0.00: 

0.00 

0.00 
0.00 

0.00 0.00% 

0.00 0.00% 

0.00 0.00% 

63.84 67.91 % 

6s~4? ro· 
820.98 54.73 % 

·.:;.;:~1~~~z:~.i ),j!:.G.3 ·~, 
1,343.69 70.72 % 

'"'·'i'L)·:~o . '1.98'% 
0.00 0.00 % 

0.00 0;90% 
0.00 0.00% 

26~;<:>?.8·53 8s.7s % 
163.99 82.00 % 

'lo.ad·· · 100~00 % . 
0.00 0.00 % 

. 69.58 . '139.16 % 

25.00 100.00 % 

9:;i.83 .93.83 % 

150.00 60.00 % 

0.00 0.00% 

50.00 100.00 % 
o.oo .. 0.00% 
0.00 0.00% 
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Budget Report For Fiscal: 2019 Period Ending: 05/31/2019 

Variance 
Original Current Period Fiscal Favorable Percent 

Total Budget Total Budget Activity Activity (Unfavorable) Remaining 

650-51900-341 PRINTING & FORMS 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00% 

BLDG & GRDS MAINT & REPAIRS 53,500.00 53,500.00 0.00 0.00 53,500.00 100.00% 

650-51900-361 REGULAR FUEL 360.00 360.00 0.00 77.31 282.69 78.53 % 

650-51900-397 MISC. EXPENSE 0.00 0.00 0.00 -168.00 168.00 0.00% 

INS - FIRE, COMP/COLL, BOILER 300.00 300.00 0.00 309.00 -9.00 -3.00% 

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00% 

DEPR- VEHICLE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00% 

0.00 0.00 0.00 o.oo 0.00 0.00% 

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00% 

CAPITAL CONTRIBUTIONS 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00% 

650-59200-590 TRANSFERS OUT 

Expense Total: 

Fund: 650 - TOURISM Surplus (Deficit): 160,723.00 160,723.00 3,369.75 50,655.85 -110,067.15 68.48% 

Report Surplus {Deficit): 160,723.00 160,723.00 3,369.75 50,655.85 -110,067.15 68.48% 

Cl) ~A·"~', #rs ,,-,~f/lc.e.. 3 6t> ,.-, 
1r& () ~ J.Jcs ;to, 1f 7. 'Jf 

lJZ'iY 
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Room Tax Allocation 
Est. ANNUAL - 2019 

Received Received 
Amount Received Room Tax- Amount Received Room Tax-

Room Tax-5% 6% Room Tax - 6.5% 8% 

Est. Sales 

Sales 

2,078,797.74 103,939.89 124,727.86 135,121.85 166,303.82 

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

000 0.00 0.00 0.00 

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

TOTALS $ 2,078,797.74 $ 103,939.89 $ 124,727.86 $ 135,121.85 $ 166,303.82 

Sales Tax Due at 6.5% 
(Less) Sales at 5% 
Amount due to Omni Center 

$ 124,727.86 
$ 103 939.89 
$ 20,787.98 

Total Sales Tax Allocation Room Tax Rcvd Non Tour Rm Tx Rev Min Tourism 
Room tax% Prior to 1994 (5%) $ 103,939.89 $ 5, 196.99 $ 98,742.89 
Room tax% Post 1994 (C-F)@ 30% ~$-~62=36~3~· ~93~~$ ______ 1~8~7~0~9"-. 1"'8~~$~4~3~6~5~4."-7~5 ~ 

$ 142.397.65 ~o--=-Yl/i.v ___ ~ Subtotal 

Less Contribution to Omni 

Total available to Tourism Fund 

$ 166,303.82 $ 23,906.17 
I CODE #650 1~ 

$ 20,787.98 Omni 650-41210 ~ 

$ 121 ,609.67 Tourism 650-41210 
Total Tourism ! $ 142,397.65 I o~ 
$ 7,889.04 City 100-41210 C:.~ City port ion of Non Rm Tx Rev Subtotal 

Special Proj portion of Rm Tx Rev Subtotal 
Total 

$ 16,017.14 Spec Proj 204-4121'll 0~ 
$ 23,906.17 7-

Check figure $ 166,303.82 

L.C.C.V.B.-Contribution by Tourism 
Gross Sales $10,550,000.00 Est. 2017 Budget 

2.8% Contractual $295,400.00 Tourism 650-51900-290 

u • '.J z. -

S:\Finance\Tourism\Room Tax Allocation\Room Tax Allocation - 2019 1 of1 

y 
'il; ~ 
\of' 

$142,397.65 2018 Tourism Room Tax 

05/09/2019 



1st Quarter Revenue 
250000 ----------------------------------------

200000 L-----------------------1 ,--------------

150000 _,__ _________________ __. 

• Seriesl 

• Series2 

100000 "01 01 01 
201 01 01Sl 

lWl 
008 201(]) 

OOSl 

007 
50000 

006 

0 I • n • I L . I I I I I I I I I I d I I , I I I I ' I I I I I I I I' = ' r r I I I I I 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

Notes: 
1. Ordinance 607-87 passed on December 8, 1987 at 5%. Started with 4 locations, currently have 10 locations. 
2. Ordinance 1258-2006 passed on April 11, 2006 at 6%, effective July 1, 2006. 
3. Ordinance 1322-2007 passed on December 11, 2007 at 7%, effective January 1, 2008. 

4. Ordinance 1428-2011 passed on November 8; 2011 at 8%, effective January 1, 2012 
5. Resolution 25-2014 passed on October 14, 2014 at 7.5%, effective January 1, 2015. 

6. Ordinance 1521-2015 passed on November 9, 2015 at 8%, effective January 1, 2016 

S:\Finance\Tourism\Room Tax Allocation\ Tourism Quarterly Data\Tourism Fund Info 1st Quarter Data 05/13/2019 
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1st Quarter Taxable Sales 
3000000 

2500000 +--------------------------! 

2000000 

1500000 
• Series2 

:01 • Seriesl 

2'010 
1000000 

500000 
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

Notes: 
1. Ordinance 607-87 passed on December 8, 1987 at 5%. Started with 4 locations, currently have 10 locations. 
2. Ordinance 1258-2006 passed on April 11, 2006 at 6%, effective July 1, 2006. 
3. Ordinance 1322-2007 passed on December 11, 2007 at 7%, effective January 1, 2008. 

4. Ordinance 1428-2011 passed on November 8, 2011at8%, effective January 1, 2012 
5. Resolution 25-2014 passed on October 14, 2014 at 7.5%, effective January 1, 2015. 
6. Ordinance 1521-2015 passed on November 9, 2015 at 8%, effective January 1, 2016 

S:\Finance\Tourism\Room Tax Allocation\Tourism Quarterly Data\ Tourism Fund Info 1st Quarter Data 05/13/2019 



OMNI CE NTER - CITY OF ONALASKA HOTEL INFORMATION -;(on 

Total Tot al 

Room Room 

Nights Nights 

JAN UARY FEBRUARY 

TYH Bantam Tour. Jan 5-6 48 M ites Tour Feb 2-3 ? 

TYH Bantam B Tour. Jan 12-13 115 Jim Olson Feb 4 1 

TYH Jan 19 and 20 180 Feb. 8-10 332 

Ona JV Tourn ament Jan. 25 Feb16-17 368 

TYH Jan 26 & 27 378 

TOTALS 721 TOTALS 701 

APRIL M AY 

Kicking Bear Apri l 7 4 Beer Show May 4 23 

AAA April 9 4 Vol leyba ll May 4 10 

Craft show April 12-14 79 Roller Derby May 11 

Altra Easter Egg Hunt Apr. 20 15 Volleyball May 11 

Dept. of Rev Apr. 25 1 Driftl ess M ay 17-18 6 

3 River Throw down Apr. 26-27 12S Jodi Copu s shel ter M ay 26 16 

TOTALS 228 TOTALS 55 

JULY AUGUST 

TOTALS TOTALS 

OCTOBER NOVEM BER 

TOTALS TOTALS 

shared storage/pa rkrec/ om n icenter / h otel/2019 

Total 

Room 

Nights 

March 

LABA M ar. 8-10 12 

Railroad Show Mar. 15-17 63 

Advance Auto Parts 13 

Cornhole Mar. 23 13 

Family Fun Expo Mar. 24 0 

Gun Show Mar. 29-31 26 

TOTALS 127 

JUNE 

0 

TOTALS 0 

SEPTEMBER 

TOTALS 

DECEMBER 

TOTALS 

1.STQT 

2NDQT 

JRDQT 

~-TJIQT 

TOTALS 

1549 

283 

0 

0 

[ -1832 I 

sf- Q11 
~I,,, p.oii 
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' Form 

SL-304 
2018 Room Tax Report 

1. Room tax collected in 2018 

2. Room tax rate imposed as of December 31, 2018 

3. Did your municipality change your room tax rate during 2018? 

4. If yes above, provide your municiplaity's prior room tax rate 

1. During 2018, did your municipality forward room tax revenues 
to a tourism entity o.r commission for tourism development? 

2. List each tourism entity and commission that received room tax revenues from your municipality 

Tourism Entity or Commission Revenues Distributed to Entity or Commission 

1. Lacrosse County Convention and Visitors Bureau 

WI Dept 
of Revenue 

$804,092 
8.00 % 

No 

% 

$281,433 

For each tourism entity and commission reported in Section B, you must provide member information including any related.business 
entities. 
• For a tourism commission - list each member 
• For a tourism entity - list each member of its governing body 
• Related business entity - includes a business the member owns, operates or is employed by. Select "None" to indicate the member 

has no related business entit . 

1. Lacrosse County Convention and Visitors Bureau 

First Name Last Name Related Business Entity 

Attachments: 

• OFFICERS LCCVB Exhibit A.pdf 

#5-C
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Form 

SL-304 2018 Room Tax Report WI Dept 
of Revenue 

1. Of the room tax revenue forwarded for tourism promotion and tourism development, report all expenditures of $1,000 or more made 
by a tourism commission and tourism entity. 

To report your expenditures, you must: 
· Attach an expenditure report as a PDF, and/or 
· Enter each expenditure below 
Note: These expenditures are provided to your municipality by a tourism entity and tourism commission. 

Date Recipient Name Amount Description (optional) 

Attachments: 

• Budget Report City of Onalaska 2018 Exh B.pdf 

• Hotel Information City of Onalaska 2018 Exhibit C.pdf 

• 2018 Expense LCCVB list for municipalities exhibit D.pdf 

1. Did your municipality collect room tax on May 13, 1994? 

2. You must attach (PDF files), unless provided in a prior year: 

Room tax ordinance in effect on May 13, 1994 

Municipality's financial statement closest to May 13, 1994 showing the percentage of room tax revenues retained by the municipality 
for purposes other than tourism promotion and development 



Form 

SL-304 

Preparer name 

Fred Buehler 

Contact name 

Fred Buehler 

2018 Room Tax Report 

Preparer title 

Finance DirectorfTreasurer 

Contact title 

Finance Directorffreasurer 

Preparer phone 

(608) 781-9530 

Contact phone 

(608) 781-9530 

Preparer email 
fbuehler@onalaskawi.gov 

Contact email 
fbuehler@onalaskawi.gov 

WI Dept 
of Revenue 

The Omni Center received $115,011.61 from room tax revenue in 2018. The Omni Center generated 1,865 room nights over 88 
days of events, they are open 363 days out of the year. (88 divided by 363 days) equals 24.24% of the days generated room 
nights. Total Omni expenses (less General Advertising $17, 199.16) equals $604,958.4 7 times 24.24% equals $146,641.93 plus 
advertising of $17, 199.16 for a grand total of $163,841.09 

You successfully submitted your report. Save and/or print a copy for your records. 

Co-muni code: 32265 

Submission date: 04-12-2019 09:16 AM 

Confirmation: RT2018086201554318906543 

Submission type: ORIGINAL 
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