
City of Onalaska Meeting Notice 
 

COMMITTEE/BOARD: Utilities Committee  
 

DATE OF MEETING: October 7, 2020 (Wednesday) 
 

TIME OF MEETING: 6:45 P.M. 
 

This meeting is being conducted via remote conferencing software due to a State of 
Emergency.  Members of the public may call to listen in and provide public input at: 

 
Meeting Link: https://zoom.us/j/98084358011?pwd=dG8wNkFjMVdFRnhHOTR4cDNTWmNXQT09 

 

• Phone Number: 1-312-626-6799 
• Meeting ID:  980 8435 8011 
• Password: 54650 

 

PURPOSE OF MEETING  
 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 
 

2. Approval of minutes from previous meeting 
 

3. Public input:  (limited to 3 minutes / individual) 
 

Consideration And Possible Action On The Following Items: 
 

4. MASS TRANSIT 
 

A. Shared Ride Transit:   
1. Financials (Justin Running or Paul Woodward / Fred Buehler) 

 
2. Set a Public Hearing date & time to discuss proposed fare increase and agency fare rate 

(November 4, 2020 at 6:46 p.m.) 
 

3. Approval of the Transit Asset Management Plan 
 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that members of the Common Council of the City of Onalaska who do not serve on the committee may attend this meeting to gather 
information about a subject over which they have decision making responsibility. 
 
 

Therefore, further notice is hereby given that the above meeting may constitute a meeting of the Common Council and is hereby noticed as such, even though it is not 
contemplated that the Common Council will take any formal action at this meeting. 
 

NOTICES MAILED TO: 
  
   Mayor Kim Smith 

 
 

   Ald. Tom Smith  *Mass Transit Members 
* Ald. Jim Olson – Chair   *Brandon Cain – Village of Holmen Trustee 
* Ald. Dan Stevens – Vice Chair  *Leroy Brown - Village of West Salem Trustee 
* Ald. Diane Wulf   
  Ald. Steven Nott  

 
 Vacant        
City Administrator                 City Attorney                    Adam Lorentz, MTU Transit Manager 
Dept. Heads       La Crosse Tribune       .    Richard Running 
Coulee Courier               Village of Holmen 
WKTY  WLXR  WLAX  WKBT  WXOW      Village of West Salem 
    Onalaska Public Library       Omni Center 

*Committee Members   
Date Notices Posted and Mailed:  10-01-2020 

 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the City of Onalaska will provide 
reasonable accommodations to qualified individuals with a disability to ensure equal access to public 
meetings provided notification is given to the City Clerk within seventy-two (72) hours prior to the public 
meeting and that the requested accommodation does not create an undue hardship for the City. 

 

PLEASE NOTE TIME 
OF MEETING 

https://zoom.us/j/98084358011?pwd=dG8wNkFjMVdFRnhHOTR4cDNTWmNXQT09


 
 
 
 

B. MTU: 
1.  Transit Financials/2021 Budget (Adam Lorentz) 

 
C. Holmen Transit Input (Holmen Rep.) 

 
D. West Salem Transit Input (West Salem Rep.) 

 
E. Onalaska Transit Input (Onalaska Rep.) 

 
5. UTILITIES 

 
A. City of Onalaska Water Utility: 

1. Discussion and possible action regarding the Public Service Commission 
recommendation on the water rate increases 

 
6. Adjournment 
 



#4-A-1
Onalaska / Holmen / West Salem Public Transit 

To: Mass Transit Committee 

From: Running, Inc. and Finance Director 

Re: Monthly Report for August 2020 
(month) (year ) 

West Salem Trips 479 compared to 516 last year -- a difference of -37 

Holmen Trips 656 compared to 1167 last year - a difference of -511 

Onalaska Trips 1550 compared to 2639 last year -- a difference of -1089 

TOTAL Trips 2685 compared to 4322 last year -- a difference of -1637 

or -37.88% 

MTU Passes 276 compared to 556 last year - a difference of -280 

Agency Trips 591 compared to 1136 last year -- a difference of -545 

YEAR TO DATE 

Trip: 24892 compared to 35904 last year - a difference of -11012 

·-------·-·-·-·-·-·---·-·-·-·-·---·-·---·-·-·-·-·---·-·---·-·-·-·-· 
Revenue: 

Comments: 

Revenue is 

compared to 

A change of 

$ 107,418 through the month of August 
$ 145,523 from the same month last year. 

$ (38,105) or -26.19% 

C:\Users\brandi.THEACCTAX\Documents\Onalaska Cab Co\Bidrt:ials-Fred'\2020\Monthly memo to committee 

9/22/2020 
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ONALASKA/HOLMEN/WEST SALEM PUBLIC TRANSIT 
MONTHLY TOTALS 
CALENDAR YEAR 2020 

2020 2019 
West Total Total 2020 2019 2020 2019 Operating Operating 

2020 2019 Onalas ka Holme n Salem 2020 2019 Agency Agency MTU MTU Stats Stats Freight Agency 
Month Miles Mi!.ll Trips Trips ~ ~ IdP§. Trips ~ Passes Passes Hours !:iru!!:s. Gallons E!rn Package Revenue 

January 35,895 31,759 3,070 1,248 586 4,904 4,337 1,104 942 609 621 2,379.47 2,577.03 2,336.387 $ 11,600.50 $ $ 9,290.25 

February 33,871 30,870 2,898 1,137 536 4,571 4,512 972 1,063 621 631 2,356.00 2,391 .15 2,241.194 $ 10,445.00 $ $ 7,760.25 

March 30,110 35,029 2,000 877 496 3,373 4,932 796 1,117 438 662 2,421 .07 2,678.20 2,053.459 $ 7,768.00 $ $ 6,614.25 

1s t Qt r Total 99,876 97,658 7,968 3,262 1,618 12,848 13,781 2,872 3,122 1,668 1,914 7,156.54 7,646.38 6,631.040 $ 29,813.50 $ $ 23,664.75 

April 18,448 35,261 1,118 328 218 1,664 4,700 355 1,083 188 672 1,938.98 2,677.15 1,378.225 s 3,883.00 $ $ 6,248.25 

May 23,963 36,973 1,581 405 229 2,215 4,726 446 1,164 235 644 2,278.42 2,611.63 1,634.577 $ 5,322.50 $ $ 5,060.25 

June 30,658 34,851 1,816 574 431 2,821 4,159 594 1,026 332 543 2,313.63 2,556.93 2,013.259 $ 6,611.50 $ $ 5,318.25 

2nd Qtr Total 73,069 107,085 4,515 1,307 878 6,700 13,585 1,395 3,273 755 1,859 6,531.03 7,845.71 5,026.061 $15,817.00 $0.00 $16,626.75 

Y.T.D. 172,945 204,743 12,483 4 ,569 2,496 19,548 27,366 4,267 6,395 2,423 3,773 13,687.57 15,492.09 11,657.101 $45,630.50 $0.00 $40,291 .50 

July 25,442 35,348 1,593 646 420 2,659 4,216 617 1,042 274 591 2,363.10 2,666.55 2,060.415 $ 6,077.25 $ $ 4,350.00 

August 27,744 36,570 1,550 656 479 2,685 4,322 591 1,136 276 556 2,239.90 2,726.22 1,949.357 $ 6,448.25 $ $ 4,620.00 

Septe mber 36,525 0 4,289 1,069 545 2,669.23 

3rd Qtr Total 53,186 108,443 3,143 1,302 899 5,344 12,827 1,208 3,247 550 1,692 4,603.00 8,062.00 4,009.772 $12,525.50 $0.00 $8,970.00 

Y.T.D. 226,131 313,186 15,626 5,871 3,395 24,892 40,193 5,475 9,642 2,973 5,465 18,290.57 23,554.09 15,666.873 $58,156.00 SO.DO $49,261.50 

October 37,253 0 4,794 1,140 626 2,481.83 

November 34,692 0 4,490 1,1 19 586 2,308.68 

December 34,846 0 4 ,606 990 598 2.429.13 

4th Qtr Total 0 106,791 0 0 0 0 13,890 0 3,249 0 1,810 0.00 7,219.64 0.000 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Y.T.D. 226,131 419,977 15,626 5,871 3,395 24,892 54,083 5,475 12,891 2,973 7,275 18,290.57 30,773.73 15,666.873 $58,156.00 $0.00 $49,261 .50 

Total 2020 Budget Hours = 31,604 
·-Agency Trips are included in total trips 
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#4-A-2
The notice below is an agenda item/or the Utilities Committee meeting sclteduledfor 
Wednesday, November 4, 2020 at 6:46pm. 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
By the Onalaska/Holmen/West Salem Public Transit System on 

Proposed Increase in Fares 

The primary factors contributing to the increase in fares is due to higher fuel prices, reduction 
in state/federal operating assistance, and increase in operating costs. The existing and 
proposed fare schedule for the Onalaska/Holmen/West Salem Public Transit System is as 
follows: 

Fare Category 
Adult ! 
Student2 

Senior3 
Reduced Fare4 

Disabled 
Reduced Fare4 

Extra Rider with the same 
pick-up and drop-off 

1 Fare - Per trip, Per person 
2 Student - Persons age 3 to 18 years 
3 Senior - Person age 55 years and older 

FARES 

Cash Fare 
$4.25 
$3.75 
$3.75 
$3.00 
$3.75 
$3 .00 

$2.75 

4 Reduced Fare - Reduced Fare Hours are as follows: 
Monday through Friday 10:00am - 4:00pm 
Saturdays, Sundays, & Holidays 7:00am - 2:00pm 

Proposed Fare-1-1-2021 
$4.50 
$4.00 
$4.00 
$3.25 
$4.00 
$3.25 

$3.00 

* Holidays - New Year's Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving 
Day, and Christmas Day. 

Fare Category Cash Fare Proposed Fare-1-1-2021 

Agency Fare $6.00 $7.00 

Interested persons or agencies may submit, orally or in writing, any questions or concerns 
about the aforementioned change in fares on or before November 4, 2020. All inquires may be 
directed to: 

City of Onalaska 
415 Main Street 

Onalaska, WI 54650 
608-781-9530 

S:\Finance\Shared Ride\FARE INCREASES\2020\Fare Increase • Public Notice 2020.docx I( 
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#5-A-1
-. 

PSC REF#:396539 

Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 
Rebecca Cameron Valcq, Chairperson 
Ellen Nowak, Commissioner 
Tyler Huebner, Commissioner 

September 9, 2020 

Mr. Fred Buehler, Finance Director 
Onalaska Municipal Water Utility 
415 Main Street 
Onalaska, WI 54650 

Re: Application of the City of Onalaska, La Crosse County, 
Wisconsin, as a Water Public Utility, for Authority to 
Adjust Water Rates 

Dear Mr. Buehler: 

4822 Madison Yards Way 
P.O. Box 7854 

Madison, Wl 53707-7854 

4410-WR-106 

Public Service Commission (Commission) staff has analyzed the Onalaska Municipal Water 
Utility (Utility) application for a water rate increase. The application was received on March 20, 
2020. The attached proposed exhibit (Exhibit) contains schedules showing Commission staff's 
proposed cost-of-service analysis and proposed rates. Commission staff intends to submit this 
Exhibit at the public hearing, which will be scheduled at a later date. 

The proposed Step I increase of $746,951 would take effect following the issuance of the Final 
Decision. The Step II increase of $911 ,662 is compared to the current rates, and is an additional 
increase of $164,711 over Step I rates. The remaining Step II increase of $164,711 would be 
implemented when the Utility notifies the Commission that the booster station authorized by the 
Commission in docket 4410-CW- l 09 and the new reservoir authorized by the Commission in 
docket 441O-CW-110 are completed and placed into service. 

The Step I revenue requirement for the 2020 test year is comprised of the following: 

Operation and Maintenance Expenses 
Depreciation Expense 
Property Tax Equivalent and Other Taxes 

• Return on Rate Base 
Total 

$ 
$ 
$ 

$ 
$ 

1,426,085 
676,436 
475,663 
594,760 

3,172,944 

For Step I, Commission staff used a 4.90 percent rate of return on the estimated water utility net 
investment rate base for the 2020 test year, as recommended by our staff auditor. (PSC REF#: 
395750.) 

The proposed rates for Step I shown in Schedule 13 would increase annual revenues from water 
public utility service by an estimated $746,951 , of which $566,817 would be from general 
service customers and $180,134 would be from the public fire protection (PFP) charge. The Step 

Telephone: (608) 266-5481 

Home Page: http://psc .. wi.gov 

Fax: (608) 266-3957 
E-mail: pscrecs@wisconsin.2ov 
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Mr. Fred Buehler 
Docket 4410-WR-106 
Page 2 

I increase in water utility revenues results from a 26.37 percent increase in gross plant 
investment and a 37.48 percent increase in operating expenses since the Utility's last water rate 
case in 2015. 

The Step I overall increase in customer rates is 32.48 percent, comprised of a 30.21 percent 
increase in general service charges and a 42.55 percent increase in fire protection charges. A 
typical residential customer' s bill would rise 37.36 percent (including PFP). Commission staff 
provided analysis of customer bills for comparison of proposed and present rates (see Step I and 
Step II Schedule 14 of the attached Commission staff Exhibit). 

The Step II revenue requirement for the 2020 test year is comprised of the following: 

Operation and Maintenance Expenses 
Depreciation Expense 
Property Tax Equivalent and Other Taxes 
Return on Rate Base 
Total 

$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 

1,426,085 
727,313 
490,076 
688,181 

3,337,655 

For Step II, Commission staff used a 4.90 percent rate ofreturn on the estimated water utility net 
investment rate base for the 2020 test year, as recommended by our staff auditor. 

The proposed rates for Step II shown in Schedule 13 would increase annual revenues from water 
public utility service by an estimated $911,662, of which $704,220 would be from general 
service customers and $207,442 would be from the PFP charge. Therefore, the overall increase 
would change from $746,951 to $911,662 from Step I to Step II. The Step II increase in water 
utility revenues results from a 35.18 percent increase in gross plant investment and a 41.28 
percent increase in operating expenses since the Utility' s last water rate case in 2015. 

The Step II rates include the Step I increase. The Step II overall increase in customer rates is 
3 9 .65 percent, comprised of a 3 7 .54 percent increase in general service charges and a 
49.00 percent increase in fire protection charges. A typical residential customer' s bill would rise 
45.74 percent (including PFP), after Step II has been implemented. That same customer will see 
an increase of 6.11 percent (including PFP) from Step I to Step II. 

Per the Utility's request, the proposed Exhibit establishes Schedule X-4, Water Utility 
Supplemental Customer Rules, to include language regarding leak credits offered to water 
customers. Commission staff considered the Utility' s request in formulation of staff's Exhibit. 

The rates authorized in the Utility's last rate case were adjusted for inflation through the 
Simplified Rate Case (SRC) process in 2019. 

21
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Mr. Fred Buehler 
Docket 441 0-WR-106 
Page 3 

The proposed Commission staff Exhibit is intended to give the Commission the analysis 
provided by Commission staff and is not a Final Decision. The Utility may present its own case 
and may submit any additional information which is believed to be pertinent to substantiate the 
Utility' s position. Please note that the general service and public fire protection rates are 
typically effective within 90 days of the Final Decision. 

Please note that the Commission will base its decision on the merits of the case. 

In order to receive notification of official correspondence (i.e. data requests, notices, final 
decisions, etc.), individuals must subscribe to the Utility ID or PSC Docket. To subscribe, go to 
the Commission' s Electronic Records Filing System (ERF). For help subscribing, go to 
Subscribing to Dockets. 

If you have any questions, please contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Alex Hanna 
Public Utility Rate Analyst 
Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 
Division of Water Uti lity Regulation and Analysis 
(608) 267- 2336 I Alex.Hanna@wisconsin.gov 

AJH:alf:ggl DL:O 1765047 

Attachment 

cc: Jim Prindle, Water Manager 
Monica Hauser, Hawkins Ash CPAs 
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Docket 4410-WR-1 06 

Ex.-PSC-COSS and Rate Design 

Onalaska Municipal Water Utility - Step I 

Comparative Income Statement 

Net Investment Rate Base 

Utility Financed Plant in Service and Depreciation Expense 

System Demand Ratios 

Allocation of Utility Financed Plant to Service Cost Functions 

Allocation of Total Plant to Service Cost Functions 

Allocation of Depreciation Expense to Service Cost Functions 

Allocation of Operation and Maintenance Expenses to Service Cost Functions 

Summary of Allocation of Operating Costs to Service Cost Functions 

Customer Class Demand Ratios 

Customer Class Allocation Factors 

Allocation of Service Cost Functions to Customer Classes 

Comparison of Revenue at Present Rates, Cost of Service and Proposed Rates 

Proposed Water Rates and Rules 

Customer Water Bill Comparison at Present and Proposed Rates 

• 

Schedule 
I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

SA 

6 

7 

8 

9 

11 

12 

13 

14 
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Docket 4410-WR-106 

Onalaska Municipal Water Utility - Step II 

Schedule 14 
Page I of2 

Customer Water Bill Comparison at Present and Proposed Rates 

Quarterly Including 
Ouarterlv Public Fire Protection 

Bills at Bills at Bills at Bills at 
Volume (100 Old Step U Percent Old Step II Percent 

Customer Type Meter Size C ubic Feet) Rates Rates C hange Ratts Rates Change 

Small Residential 5/8" 10 s 32.50 s 41.30 4.29% s 33.97 $ 48.80 43.66% 

Average Residential 5/8" 20 s 48.00 s 64.60 5.56% $ 49.47 $ 72.10 45.74% 

Large Residential 5/8" 30 $ 63.50 $ 87.90 6.16% $ 64.97 $ 95.40 46.84% 

Large Residential 3/4" 55 $ 102.25 $ 146. 15 6.83% $ 103.72 $ 153.65 48.14% 

Large Residential 3/4" 75 $ 133.25 $ 192.75 7.08% s 134.72 $ 200.25 48.64% 

Multifamily Residential 4" 100 $ 377.48 s 485.00 3.63% $ 4 13.48 $ 665.00 60.83% 

Multifamily Residential 4" 225 $ 571.23 $ 776.25 5.18% $ 607.23 $ 956.25 57.48% 

Multifamily Residential 4" 350 $ 764.98 $ 1,067.50 5.90% $ 800.98 $ 1,247.50 55.75% 

Multifamily Residential 4• 475 $ 958.73 $ 1,358.75 6.32% $ 994.73 $ 1,538.75 54.69% 

Commercial 3" 150 $ 343.14 $ 471.00 4.32% $ 365.13 $ 576.00 57.75% 

Commercial 3" 250 $ 477.14 $ 679.00 5.03% $ 499.13 $ 784.00 57.07% 

Commercial 3• 350 $ 6 11.14 $ 887.00 5.41% $ 633.13 s 992.00 56.68% 

Commercial 3" 450 $ 745.14 s 1,095.00 5.64% $ 767.13 $ 1,200.00 56.43% 

Industrial I" 25 $ 62.86 $ 85.00 3.98% s 66.52 $ 103.75 55.97% 

Industrial I• 50 $ 96.36 s 137.00 4.98% $ 100.02 $ 155.75 55.72% 

industrial I" 75 $ 129.86 $ 189.00 5.44% $ 133.52 $ 207.75 55.59% 

industrial I• 100 $ 163.36 $ 241.00 5.70% $ 167.02 $ 259.75 55.52% 

Public Authority 2· 350 $ 552.43 $ 821.00 5.87% $ 564.13 $ 878.00 55.64% 

Public Authority 2" 425 $ 652.93 $ 977.00 5.99% s 664.63 $ 1,034.00 55.58% 

Public Authority 3" 475 $ 778.64 $ 1,147.00 5.69% $ 800.63 $ 1,252.00 56.38% 

Pub! ic Authority 3" 975 $ 1,448.64 s 2, 187.00 6.15% $ 1,470.63 s 2,292.00 55.85% 

i rrigation I 1/2" 165 $ 418.73 s 548.40 6 .06% s 426.05 $ 582.90 36.81% 

Irrigation 2" 100 $ 304.43 s 389.00 5. 14% $ 3 16.13 $ 446.00 4 1.08% 

Irrigation 2· 140 $ 392.83 $ 507.40 5.53% s 404.53 $ 564.40 39.52% 

Irrigation 3" 425 $ 1,081.39 $ 1,417.00 6.04% s 1,103.38 $ 1,522.00 37.94% 

Fire Protection Charge (Total) $ 423,382 $ 630,824 58.12% 

Fire Protection Charge (Municipal) $ 366,651 s 366,651 0.00% 

Fire Protection Charge (Direct) $ 56,731 s 264,173 365.66% 
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Docket 4410-WR-106 

Onalaska Municipal Water Utility - Step II 
Sched ule 14 
Page 2 of2 

Customer Water Bill Comparison at Present and P roposed Rates 

Quarter ly Including 
Ouarterh• P ublic Fire Protection 

Bills at Bills at Bills at Bills at 
Volume (100 tep I tep ll Percent Step, I Step n Percent 

Customer Type Meter Size Cubic Feet) Itttes Rates Chaoee Itttes Rates Change 

Small Residential 5/8" 10 $ 39.60 s 4.1.30 4.29% $ 46.35 $ 48.80 5.29% 

Average Residential 5/8" 20 $ 61.20 $ 64.60 5.56% $ 67.95 $ 72.10 6.11% 

Large Residential 5/8" 30 $ 82.80 s 87.90 6.16% s 89.55 $ 95.40 6.53% 

Large Residential 3/4" 55 s 136.80 s 146.15 6.83% s 143.55 s 153 .65 7.04% 

Large Residential 3/4" 75 s 180.00 s 192.75 7.08% s 186.75 $ 200.25 7.23% 

Multifamily Residential 4" 100 $ 468.00 s 485.00 3.63% s 630.00 $ 665.00 5.56% 

Multifamily Residential 4" 225 $ 738.00 s 776.25 5.18% s 900.00 s 956.25 6.25% 

Multifamily Residential 4" 350 s 1,008.00 s 1,067.50 5.90% s 1,170.00 $ 1,247.50 6.62% 

Multifamily Residential 4• 475 $ 1,278.00 $ 1,358.75 6.32% s 1,440.00 $ 1,538.75 6.86% 

Commercial 3" 150 $ 451.50 s 471.00 4.32% $ 547.50 $ 576.00 5.21% 

Commercial 3" 250 s 646.50 $ 679.00 5.03% $ 742.50 s 784.00 5.59% 

Commercial 3" 350 $ 841.50 s 887.00 5.41% $ 937.50 $ 992.00 5.81% 

Commercial 3" 450 $ 1,036.50 $ 1,095.00 5.64% s 1, 132.50 $ 1,200.00 5.96% 

Industrial I • 25 $ 81.75 $ 85.00 3.98% $ 98.25 $ 103.75 560% 

lndustrial I " 50 s 130.50 s 137.00 4.98% $ 147.00 $ 155.75 5.95% 

Industrial I• 75 s 179.25 $ 189.00 5.44% s 195.75 $ 207.75 6.13% 

Industrial I • 100 $ 228.00 $ 241 .00 5.70% $ 244.50 $ 259.75 6.24% 

Public Authority 2" 350 $ 775.50 $ 821.00 5.87% $ 826.50 $ 878.00 6.23% 

Public Authority 2" 425 $ 921.75 s 977.00 5.99% s 972.75 $ 1,034.00 6.30% 

Public Authority 3" 475 $ 1,085.25 s 1,147.00 5.69% s 1,181.25 $ 1,252.00 5.99% 

Public Authority 3" 975 $ 2,060.25 $ 2,187.00 6.15% $ 2,156.25 $ 2,292.00 6.30% 

Irrigation I 1/2" 165 $ 517.05 $ 548.40 6.06% s 548.55 $ 582.90 6.26% 

Irrigation 2" 100 s 370.00 s 389.00 5.14% $ 421.00 $ 446.00 5.94% 

Irrigation 2" 140 $ 480.80 s 507.40 5.53% $ 531.80 s 564.40 6.13% 

Irrigation 3" 425 s 1,336.25 $ 1,417.00 6.04% $ 1,432.25 s 1,522.00 6.27% 

Fire Protection Charge (Total) $ 603,5 16 $ 630,824 58.12% 

Fire Protection Charge (Municipal) $ 366,651 $ 366,65 1 0.00% 

Fire Protection Charge (Direct) s 236,865 s 264,173 11 .53% 
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